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PREFACE. 

Soke readers of "The Believer's Dailj Be- 
membrancer/' have wished that the portions for 
the Lord's day had been longer, the present 
work is designed to meet the wishes of such. 
Many of the Lord's people are occasionally de- 
tained at home, on the Lord's day, by sickness^ 
domestic duties, or distance from the house of 
God, and others do not go out in the afternoon 
of that day, this little book is intended to be 
useful to them. To lead the mind from self to 
Jesus; from sin, to salvation; from the troubles 
of life, to the comforts of the gospel ; is the 
object kept principally in view. To humble the 
sinner, and exalt the Saviour; to strip the 
creature, and place the crown on the head of 
God's free grace, has been the writers aim. He 
has felt that he could not ascribe too much to 
Jesus, or too little to man. Our God who works 
all our works in us, and all our works for us, 
deserves all the praise ; and just in proportion as 
we experience the work of the Holy Spirit in 
our hearts, do we cheerfully give Him all the 
glory. 
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IT PAE7ACE. 

Reader, expect no good from the mere read- 
ing of this book, for if it could speak it wouM 
saj, " It is not in me." It may be a means of 
doing yon good, but if so, it will be, because the 
Holy Spirit works by it. He frequently uses 
weak and feeble things, to effect His great and 
glorioiis purposes ; He has used the former pro- 
ductions of the Author's pen, may He graciously 
condescend to use this. If you would desire 
benefit from it, read it with prayer; look up and 
beseech the Holy Spirit to apply what you read ; 
and if He condescends to bring it home with 
demonstration and power to thy heart, it will 
prove a real blessing. Everlasting, everliving, 
and everblessed God, condescend to bless this 
feeble production to sinners. May it bring some 
souls to the Saviour, and build up and comfort 
many of Thy poor, tried, and troubled people. 
Put life, put power into it, that Jesus may be 
honoured by it, and Thy saints bless Thy holy 
name for it. To Thy blessing it is commended, 
under Thy patronage may it circulate, and by 
Thy grace may it prove extensively useful. 
Amen. 

James Suith. 
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SABBATH READING. 



CLEANSING BLOOD. 

** The blood of Jesus Christ His Son'oleanseth us 
from all sin."— 1 John i. 7. 

aN writing this epistle, John aimed at the 
holiness and happiness of the Lord's people. He 
aays, " These tWngs write I unto you, that ye 
sin not." And again, "These things we write 
unto you, ttat your joy may be full." Avoid 
all sin, and seek to be full of joy. Such is the 
purity and philanthropy of the gospel. In order 
to this, he would lead them up into high and 
holy fellowship with God. Their fellowship with 
God was a great fact, of which they were sen- 
sible, in which they rejoiced, and of which they 
wished all professing Christians to partake, 
"That which we have seen and heard declare 

B 
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8 CLBAHSOrO BLOOD. 

▼e unto yon, that ye also may have fellowship 
with us ; and trnly our fellowship is with the • 
Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ." This 
was the way to be happy, to be filled with joy. 
Not only so, it was the way to be holy ; for as 
he that walketh with wise men, wHl be wise ; so 
that they who live in fellowship with a holy God 
will be holy. Hence it is added, "If we say that 
we have fellowship with Hin, and walk in dark- 
ness, we lie, and do not the truth." Darkness 
is the emblem of ignorance, superstition, and 
sin. "But if we walk in the light, as He is in 
the light, we have fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth 
us from all sin." Light is the emblem of truth, 
purity, and glory. Therefore it is said, " Qod 
is light." To 'Walk in the light is to walk in 
truth, holiness, and joy. To walk thus is to 
walk with God, or to live in fellowship with 
Him. But even when we walk closest with God, 
we contract defilement ; our lives and our con- 
sciences become polluted, because of the foun- 
tain of depravity within us, and the power of 
Satan and the world without us ; but what we 
thus contract, does not adhere to us, for the 
blood of Jesus daily cleanses us. Like the tried 
company in the Apocalypse^ we wash our robes» 
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CLBAXSnrO BLOOD. S 

and make them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Let us, then, meditate upon this predoos, cleans- 
ing blood, and notice. 

First, the person. •* Jeans Christ His Son." 
All other blood defiles, this blood alone can 
cleanse, and this arises from His nature, dfice, 
and appointment. Jesus, this is His name. This 
name was given Him in heaven, and announced 
to Joseph by an angel, as it is written, " Fear 
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife ; for that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost : 
and she shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt 
call His name Jesus ; for He shall save His peo- 
ple from their sins." To every believer this 
name is precious. It is above every nane. So 
fall of meaning. So full of sweetness. So full 
of power. It is the charm of our hymns, the 
power of our prayers, and the magnet of our 
sermons. A name of which we aie never weary. 
The name in which alone we trust. Jesus is 
THE Saviottr. His blood therefore is the blood 
of the Saviour. He is the Ghbist, or the Mes- 
siah, the Anointed One. To whom the Father 
gave the Spirit without measure or limit. Who 
took up the roll of Isaiah's prophecy, and read, 
•'The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, be- 
cause He hath anointed Me to preach the gospel 
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4 CLEANSING BLOOD. 

unto the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the 
broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to 
set at liberty them that are braised. To preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord." And then 
added, "This day is this Scripture fulfilled." 
The Holy Spirit descended and rested upon Him, 
when He came up out of the waters of the Jor- 
dan, at His baptism ; and being thus anointed 
with the Holy Ghost and with power. He went 
about doing good, healing all that were oppressed 
of the devil, for God was with Him. He is the 
Son of God. He was in the form of God. He 
possessed the Divine nature in all its fulness. 
For in Him dwelt " all the fukess of the God- 
head bodily." As the Son of God, He mast 
possess the nature of God. The Jews under- 
stood this, for when He said that God was His 
Father, they charged Him with making Himself 
equal with God, and He did not deny the charge, 
or give the slightest intimation that they had 
mistaken His meaning. In His person, the 
Divine and human natures meet, in all their fal« 
ness and perfection. Without the human, there 
could be no blood; without the Divine, there 
could be no cleansing. The blood of any mere 
creature would defile, only the blood of one who 
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CLEANSING BLOOD. 5 

was Qod as well as man ooiild cleanse from all 
sin. It is through the hlood of the Son of God, 
the Anointed, or the Messiah, who is Jesus, or 
the Saviour. To merit this name He must pos- 
sess the Divine nature, fill the office of Mediator, 
hecome a sacrifice for sin, and ever Uve to make 
intercession, for all that come unto God by Bim. 
Pass we now from His person, to consider. 

Secondly, Hi^ blood. This is the great remedy 
for sin and sinners. Indeed it is the only remedy. 
Man is a sinner, even at the very best. There is 
no man that liveth, and sinneth not. In many 
things we offend all. The babe, at its mother's 
breast, has a depraved nature, and the principle 
of every sin is in its heart. The aged saint, who 
has walked closely with God for mhuy years, still 
feels his heart to be deceitful and desperately 
wicked. " If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves." There is sin in every prayer, 
and pollution in every tear. Every sin requires 
an atonement. Justice must be satisfied for 
man's fault. l%e law must be upheld in its re- 
quirements and penalties. God must be just, 
even in justifying the believer ; and in producing 
the Christian, who walks with Him in love. No- 
thing will atone for sin but blood. No blood is 
sufficient but the blood of Jesus. He alone is 
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6 CLEASSISQ BLOOD. 

qualified. He could suffer the desert of sin, and 
survive it. He could perceive the requirements 
of the law, and meet them. He understood the 
demands of Divine justice, and met them. He 
alone could offer a sacrifice that was satisfactory. 
For this, apart from Him, the universe were too 
poor. He was rich enough, hut it took all His 
wealth. He had power enough, hut He had 
none to spare. He therefore wtA appointed. In 
the council of peace, in the covenant of grace. 
He was appointed to put away sin hy the sacri- 
fice of Himself. In the volume of the hook it 
was recorded of Him, that on this point He 
should do the will of God. " By the which will 
we are sanctified, through the offering' of the 
hody of Jesus Christ once.*' He was set up 
from everlasting to be the sacrifice and Saviour 
of His people, and therefore He is called the 
"Lamb of God, shun from the foundation of the 
world." Acceding to appointment He came. 
He fulfilled all that 'was written of Him, and 
thus opened a fountain for sin and for unclean- 
ness. " Without shedding of blood, there could 
be no remission of sin ;" He therefore came and 
shed His blood, dying " the Just for the unjust, 
that He might bring us to God." He was 
accepted of the Ifather. Not only, when He 
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CLEANSING BLOOD. 7 

offered to come, and put away sin by the stucdr 
fice of Himself ; but also when He was put to 
death in the flesh, when He cried on the cross, 
" It is finished." The Father accepted Him to 
be our Substitute, His blood to be our ransom- 
price, His death to be our atonement, and Hia 
resurrection to secure our justification. Being 
thus qualified, appointed, and accepted. He has 
the power, the right, and the will to cleanse 
from all sin, every one that believes on His 
name. But it is time that we. 

Thirdly, ghinced at the eficacy of His blood. 
It cleanseth from all sin. It expiates all sin, it 
removes it, and cleanses us from all charge. If 
the blood* of Jesus was shed for us, if it speaks 
in heaven for us, if it is applied by the Holy 
Spirit to us, it makes us guiltless before God. 
"There is now therefore no coiidemuation, to 
them that are in Christ Jesus." No one can lay 
anything to the charge of God's elect. Our 
transgressions are forgiven, our sins are covered, 
and God will not impute unto us iniquity. It 
extends to all sin. Original, for we are implicated 
in the guilt of the first transgression. Actual, 
for we have all sinned and come short of the 
glory of God. It reaches back to the sin^ of 
natare, and forward to the sin. of oux: dying 
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moment. It cleanses from the sins of the heart, 
of the lip, and of the life. Secret sins, which 
no one knows hut God Himself. Open sins, and 
those of the most glaring character. Scarlet 
sins. Crimson sins. Its efficacy is abiding. It 
cleansed in times past, it cleanseth also now, 
and it will cleanse itntil every vessel of mercy is 
clean. It cleanseth. At this moment, and every 
moment. It cleanseth the newly-convinced sin- 
ner, whose eyes have only just been opened, 
whose conscience is but just alarmed, who has 
only just felt the need of salvation. Sinner, the 
blood of Jesus will cleanse thee. It will cleanse 
thee now. Its efficacy is as full and as perfect, 
as when it cleansed the dying thief, or Saul of 
Tarsus, and you are as welcome to prove its 
cleansing power as ever they could be. It 
cleanses the wandering backslider. He has 
sinned against the clearest light, the tenderest 
love, the most solemn profession, and the most 
powerful convictions. No sins are so like the 
sins of Satan as his. Yet the blood of Jesus has 
power enough, virtue enough, efficacy enough 
to take out every spot, to cleanse every stain. 
The sins of David were fearful sins, they were 
crying sins, but such was his faith in the efficacy 
of this blood, that he cried, " Purge me with 
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CLEANSING BLOOI>. V 

hyssop^ and I shall be clean j wash me, and I 
shall be whiter than snow" Clean ! WMter 
than snow ! How powerful the puigatiVe pro- 
perties of this blood must be. O precious blood, 
to cleanse such sinners ! More precious Saviour, 
to shed Thy blood for such a purpose ! The ac- 
tive Christian, the believer who walks closely 
with God, needs cleansing too ; and this blood 
cleanseth him, so that his peace of conscience is 
preserved, his joy in God is maintained, and his 
confidence, in the prospect of eternity, remains 
unshaken. The aged saint, upon whose head the 
snows of seventy winters rests, and upon whose 
brow time has ploughed its furrows deep, needs 
this fountain also. He has proved its power 
many, many times. It has been his solace in 
many a dark hour, under many a heavy load, and 
while passing through many fiery temptations. 
It is his solace still. It cleanseth him now, and 
as it is sprinkled upon his aged heart, it fills 
him with all joy and peace in believing ; so that 
lie abounds in hope by the power of the Holy 
Ghost. And the dying believer, as he stands 
waiting for admission to the heavenly mansions, 
when heart and flesh are failing, whon death 
st2»ids with uplifted dart to strike the mortal 
blowi he-proves its eflicacy. His last act is to 
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10 CLBAN8IKG BLOOD. 

plunge into the open fountain, and his departing 
spirit is cleansed from eveiy spot, and ascends 
pore and spotless to the throne of Gkxl. Precious 
blood of Jesus 1 be thou my solace, my subject, 
and my song. 

See, then, to whom sinners must look. . Not 
to Mary, but to Jesus. Not to the priest, the 
sacrament, or any service, but to the precious 
blood of Christ. Nothing else will extinflttish 
the fire which the law has kindled. ' Notning 
else will heal the wounded spirit. Nothing else 
will bring pardon, peace, or purity to the soul. O 
sinner, look not into thyself, nor back upon thy 
past life too much ; look not to any ordinance, 
or any creature, but look to Jesus only. Tnist 
to no tears, prayers, vows, or feelings, but trust 
in the blood of Christ alone ; for that, and that 
only will meet thy case. On this only we must 
rely for daily pardon, in this way alone can we 
enjoy peace. Our best services are imperfect, 
streams of pollution are constantly rolling from 
our hearts, and sins of omission or commission, 
are hourly testifying against us. How then can 
we be peaceful? How can we be confident? 
How can we walk comfortably with a holy God P 
Only by applying to, and proving the efficacy of, 
this precious blood of Jesus. This is the subject 
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we must constantly publish. It suits the sinner, 
and it suits the saint. It quiets conscienoe, it 
silences Satan, it quells our fears, and it takes 
away all terror fjrom the grave. It crushes 
despondency, and it baffles despair. It lays a 
pillow under the weary head, applies a cordial 
to the breaking heart, and furnishes every be- 
liever with a motive for activity and entire con- 
secration to God, It is a medicine for the sick 
room, a light for the dark valley of death's 
shadow, and an antidote to death itself. We can 
never die safely, we can never die happily, we 
can never die usefully, except we have faith in 
the blood of Jesus Christ which cleanseth from 
all sin. May this subject fill my meditations, 
inspire my hopes, pervade my prayers, perfume 
my songs, cleanse my services, banish my fears, 
confound my spiritual foes, stimulate me to holy 
obedience, sustain me under every trial and 
trouble, and when on my dying pillow, just as 
my soul is about to take its flight, may some 
kind Christian Mend whisper in my ear, " 7%e 
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from 
all sin." 
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A FAVOURED CHABACTER. 
''He giveth graoe unto the lowly."— PsoT. iiL 84 

If the reiteration of a sentiment in the word 
of God, proves its importance ; then the senti- 
ment of this verse is very important, for it is 
repeated again and again, and it is represented 
in almost every variety of form. When James 
writes to the Jewish portion of the church of 
Christ, and refers to the divisions, confusion, 
and disorders that prevailed ; he traces all up to 
our depravity, and shows that the remedy is, to 
get more grace. He quotes the text to show 
the mischievous nature of pride, and the benefits 
flowing through humility. Hence he says, " But 
He giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God 
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the 
humble." Likewise Peter, when writing to the 
whole family of God scattered through various 
parts of the world ; and exhorting to the per- 
formance of those ChiistiAa duties which bring 
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▲ PAVOUBED CHARACTER. 13 

nonour to God, confusion t.o Satan, and happi- 
ness to the soul, says, "Likewise, ye younger, 
submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of 
you be subject one to another, and be clothed 
with humility ; for God resisteth the proud, and 
giveth grace xinto the humble. Humble your- 
selyes therefore under the mighty hand of God, 
that He may exalt you in due time." Quoting 
from the Greek translation of the Old Testament, 
they use the word pride instead of scorning ; but 
the meaning is the same. Pride is the root, 
scorning is the fruit. Pride is the fountain, 
scorning is the stream flowing from it. Pride is 
one of the most mischieyous things in creation. 
It appears to have been the cause of the fall of 
angels, and it certainly was the cause of the fall 
of our first parents. It does more evil in the 
world, in the church, and in the domestic circle, 
than anything again ; while humility is one of 
the most beautiful, beneficial, and pleasing of the 
graces. LowHness pleases God, approves itself 
to man, and prevents a world of mischief and 
misery. Let us now look a little more closely 
at the passage: "He giveth grace unto the 
lowly." 
First, the favoured character, " The lowly." 
L have low views of themselves, especially 
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bef(»e God. Comparing themselyes with the 
requirements of God's law, and with the pattern 
set by the Lord Jesus Christ, they see so many 
defects on the one hand, imd so many glaring in- 
consistences on the other, that they are obliged to 
lay low before God in shame and self-abhorrenoe. 
With Job, they cry, "Behold, I am vile." Or, 
with Agur, " So foolish was I, and ignorant, I 
was as a beast before Thee." Every grace ap- 
pears imperfect, every performance polluted and 
defiled, and even their very prayers need to be 
cleansed in the blood of Jesus. They have a 
vivid and abiding sense of their deserts. They 
know that if God were to deal with them in 
simple justice, they must be sent to hell. They 
deserve nothing better. Eveiything short of 
hell is a mercy. They realize this, and it humbles 
them, it makes them willing to take the lowest 
place, and often to cry out, "Lord, what is man, 
that Thou art mindful of him, or the son of man, 
that Thou makest account of him I" They are 
willing to be under obligation to the Lord. They 
feel and they acknowledge that all the difference 
between them and the most depraved, is to be 
traced to the free, sovereign, and distinguishing 
grace of God. That the power that quickened 
them, was the power of God. That the light- 
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▲ FAVOTJBED CHAKICTEB. 16 

eousness that justifies them, is the righteousness 
of God. That the word that iastructs and'com- 
forts them, is the word of God. In a word, that 
every grace and privilege, every good thought 
and holy desire, every acceptable prayer and 
consistent action, is the effect of the grace and 
indwelling of the Spirit of God. They feel their 
obligations, and are grateful. They acknowledge 
their obligations, and they are humble. They 
have a lowliness of disposition, so that they do 
not complain of the Lord. He tries them. He 
strips them. He weans them from the world. 
He baffles their schemes, fhistrates their designs, 
and often cuts off their hopes ; but they justify 
Him, and say, " It is the Lord : let Him do what 
hevf eth Him good." Or, if a complaining spirit 
is felt, if hard thoughts of God are conceived, 
they confess it before God as sin, and pray for 
grace to overcome, wishing to lie passive in His 
hand, as clay in the hands of the potter. They 
do not rebel against God. The heart is loyal. 
They consider His judgment concerning all 
things to be right, smd they hate every false 
way. They would suppress every rebellious feel- 
ing that rises in the heart, and eject every re- 
bellious thought that takes up its residence in 
the mind. They claim nothing at the hands of 
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God. They know that having been rebels, trai- 
tors, 'and deicides, they have no rights. Their 
hopes are generated by God's promises, and are 
sustained by the Saviour's finished work. They 
plead with God, but they do it humbly. They 
ask of God, but it is on the ground of mercy. 
They expect from God, but it is for the sake of 
another, even the Lord Jesus Christ. They come 
before God as sinners, even in their happiest and 
holiest moments; and they speak to God as 
Abraham did, conscious that they are but dust 
and ashes. They are willing that God should 
speak as He please, and therefore they do not 
cavil at His word. They receive the doctrines, 
promises, and precepts of the gospel as God has 
revealed them. They do not cavil at God's sove- 
reignty, or complain of their own responsibility. 
They admit that God had a right to choose a 
people for Himself if He please, and as He has 
done so, it is not only right, but unquestionably 
best. They receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child, without contention, dispute, or gain- 
saying ; reason being put under the dominion of 
faith. They are satisfied that God should require 
what He will. If He ask for their Isaac, l^aac 
must be surrendered. If He want Samuel for 
His service, Samuel must leave home for the 
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temple. They turn from all to God, and hold aU 
in subserviency to His will. If God will ^toop 
to save sinners, they think that He should s*ve 
them in His own way. They only wonder that 
He wiU save at all. If He will confer salvation 
as a favour, they rejoice to receive it as such. 
If in salvation, God will have man nothing, that 
Himself may be all in all, they raise no objection, 
they encourage no {^roud feeling of independence. 
True they feel the flesh lusting against the spirit, 
and the spirit against the flesh; but they 
endeavour to crucify the flesh with its affections 
and lusts, and to sow to the Spirit, that they 
may of the Spirit reap life everlasting. They 
look to the Lord in faith for all they want, wish, 
or desire. They waii for the Lord in patience, 
believing His time to be the best. They walk 
after the Lord in humility, that they may 
imitate Him as dear children. These lowly ones 
are happy ones, for they learn in whatsoever 
state they are therewith to be content. These 
lowly ones are holy ones, for the Spirit of glory 
and of God resteth upon them. Turn we now. 
Secondly, to the encouraging testimony. " He 
giveth grace to the lowly." Who would give 
to the proud, or the haughty ? But who can 
niuae the lowly P It was God's own grace that 
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made them lowly at first, and He will give them 
more grace. He will caiase all grace to abound 
toward them. A lowly man may have anything 
from God. He gives them the grace that saves 
them, for they are saved by grace, through faith ; 
and that not of themselves it is the gift of God : 
not of works lest any man should boast. He 
gives them the grace that sanctifies, for they are 
washed, they are sanctified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. He gives them the grace that 
supports, for they are kept by the power of God, 
through faith unto salvation. And they prove 
that in every trial, trouble, and affliction, that 
the grace of Jesus is sufficient for them. He 
gives them the grace that supplies, for He 
supplies all their needs, according to the riches 
of His glory in Christ Jesus ; and aocording to 
His promise, withholds no good thing from them. 
He gives them grace for prosperity and adversity, 
for bright days and dark nights, for life and for 
death. He favours them with His attention, 
presence, and blessing. Thus He acted toward 
the lowly centurion, who did not think himself 
worthy that Jesus should come under his roof, 
but only wanted one healing word. He spake 
the word, healed the child, commended his faith, 
and taught i^s a most important lesson. So also 
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witli the humble Canaanitish woman, she was 
willing to be accounted a dog, and take the dog*s 
place ; therefore He gave her a child's poition, 
praised her faith and perseverance, and illustrated 
our text. Thus also in the case of the poor 
penitent who came to Him in Simon's house, 
He took her part, commended her conduct, 
immortalized her deed, pardoned all her sins, 
and sent her home in peace. So also with the 
publican, he stood afar off, he would not so much 
as lift up his eyes to heaven, but smote upon his 
breast, crying, " God be merciful tocie a sinner." 
God be propitious to me the sinner, as though 
he were the greatest sinner in Judsea; I tell you 
said Jesus, this man went down to his house 
justified. Every sin was pardoned, his soul was 
acquitted from all charges, his title-deeds to an 
incorruptible inheritance were made out, and he 
went home one of the happiest men in Jerusalem. 
Time would fail, and patience would be exhausted 
to tell of all. The history of the Church has 
this inscribed upon every page as a motto, and 
it is illustrated in every age as a rule by which 
God works, " He giveth grace unto the lowly." 
Observe then, that those who have a proper 
sense of their guilt, emptiness, and utter nothing- 
ness before God are the lowly. Divine teaching 
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has brouglit them into the dust, stopped their 
boasting, cropped their pride, and softened their 
stony hearts. They now feel deeply, and there- 
fore sing gratefully, 

" I nothing have, I nothing am, 
My treasure is the bleeding lamb. 
Both now and evermore." 

'^he lowly are God's favourites, He dwells in 
their hearts. He visits their abodes, and He 
revives their spirits. " Thus saith the High and 
Lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name 
is Holy; I dweU in the high and holy place, 
with him also that is of a contrite and humble 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to 
revive the heart of the contrite ones." Would 
you have much of the Divine presence, lie low. 
Would you have the sweet soul-reviving visits 
of His love, lie low. He visits the lowly now, 
but He will soon take him to dwell with Hun in 
His own crlorious dwelling-place. " Heraiseth 
up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the 
beggar from the uunghill, to set them among 
princes, and to make them inherit the throne of 
glory." The lower we sink in our own esteem, 
the higher we shall rise in the esteem of others, 
and the greater proof we have that God giyea na 
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grace. "Though the Lord be high, yet hath 
He respect unto the lowly* but the proud He 
knoweth afar off." The lowly detect the pride 
of their own hearts, confess it before God, mourn 
ver it, and seek to be ddirered from it. Proud 
professors, like the tops of lofty mountains, are 
generally barren and unfruitful; but lowly 
believers, like the well-watered valleys that stdnd 
thick with com, bring forth much fruit to the 
praise and glory of God. " Blessed are the poor 
in spirit : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.'* 
My beloved reader, how is it ^tith you ? Are 
you one of the Lord's lowly ones, who, like the 
voilet throwing its perfume through the air, hides 
its head from view, and is more lovely and fragrant 
in every ones eyes than his own P The most of 
us think more highly of ourselves than we ought 
to think. How many there are who fancy that 
their excellencies are under-rated, that their 
works are not sufficiently praised, and that they 
themselves are not treated with the deference 
they deserve. Such are always unhappy, for 
like Haman they will always find some Mordecai 
that will not bow to them, and thus all they 
possess will be marred. Happy is the man, who 
lives in the atmosphere of self-abasement, who 
walks softly with God admiring the riches of 
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Bis gracet; and who walks wisely with men, 
wondering that any should love him, respiect him, 
or pay him deference ; in consequence of what 
he daily discovers in his own heart and life. Truly 
if we knew ourselves, we should see enough to 
humble us, and if we had right views of the 
grace of (jod, we should see enough to fill us 
with gratitude, thanksgiving, and praise. 

** Ah, vainly anxious ! leave the Lord 

To rule thee, and dispose ; 
Sweet is the mandate of His word, 
And gracious all He does. 

**fle "raws from human littleness 

His grandeur and renown; 
And humble hearts with joy oonfess 
The triumph all His own. 

"Down then with self-exalting thoughts. 

Thy faith and hope employ 

To welcome all that He allots, 

And suffer shame VFith joy. 

" No longer, then, thou wilt encroach 

On His etemd right ; 
And He shall smile at thy approach. 
And make thee His deHght." 
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CLOSETED WITH GOD. 
" Enter into thy closet"— Matt. tL 6. 

A CLOSET implies closeness, intimacy, secrecy. 
It is a place set apart for special purposes, into 
which no stranger may intrude. To be closeted 
with royalty, would be thought a privilege and 
an honour ; but what is it to be closeted with 
God ? Yet the Lord says : " Enter into thy 
closet,'* and promises to meet us there. Is God 
present with us in our closet ? then how serious 
we should be. Does He desire our company 
there P then how regular and frequent we should 
be. Is He ready to receive all our petitions 
there P then we should always be prepared with 
them, and go to present them. 

But in the closet, God wishes us to look upon 
Him as a Father, and to trust Him as a Father. 
I must therefore go to my closet, as a child to 
its Father. I must go realizing, my Father is 
reallT here, though He is invisible. He is her^ 
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on purpose to meet me, to L'sten to aU I have to 
say, and to bless me. He wishes me to be free, 
to open my wh(^e heart to Him. To converse 
familiarly with Him. To ask largely erf Him. 
To tell Him every trouble, every little annoyance, 
every trial. To speak to Him of my foes. To 
plead with Him for my friends. He says, 
" Pour out your heart before Him." ** In every 
thing by prayer and supplication, with thanks- 
giving, let your requests be made known unto 
God." "What wilt thou that I shall do for 
thee P" The freer we are the more we approve 
oarselves to Him. He would have us keep 
nothing back, for whatever affects us, interests 
Him. He allows many things to happen to us 
iu the world, in the church, and in the family, 
to send us to our closets. He has invited us to 
meet Him, and to meet Him often ; and if we 
will not come on account of His invitation, He 
will allow something to arise which shall compel 
us to do so. If we will not be drawn, we shall 
be driven. If duty will not iacline, distress shall 
oblige us. 1 

What a merciful provision is private prayer ! 
What a privilege sometimes to be closeted with 
God, when our hearts are ready to burst with 
grief. When our souls are overwhelmed with 
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sorrow. 'When we are full of thoughts and 
feelings which we dare not breath into an human 
ear. When we stagger under our burden, and 
must not tell any creature the cause. When 
Satan suggests unmentionable blasphemies into 
the mind. When the heart throws up floods of 
fearful corruption. When we feel sure that 
every Christian would shun us, if he knew what 
was passing within us. O what a mercy is the 
closet then ! How precious the thought then, 
that the Lord knoweth our frame, that Jesus 
was tempted in all points like as we are, that 
He suffered being tempted, and is therefore 
qualified and willing to succour those that are * 
tempted. When the heart is full of bitterness, 
then, then it is that God calls us to the closet, 
and then it is that we learn the value, the 
pceciousness of being closeted with God. No 
form of prayer should ever be carried into the 
closet. The Lord asks for the free utterance of 
the heart. He wishes to hear His child confess 
its faults, crave forgiveness, tell its wants, ask 
for supplies, express its fears, and plead for 
deliverance, in its own way, with its own 
language. A form of prayer in the closet, is 
most improper, it is most unbecoming. What ! 
oaonot I speak to my Tather without a pro- 
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composed fonn of words P Besides, where shall 
I find a form of words to meet my case» express 
my feelings, or fitly communicate my desires P I 
Header, were you ever closeted with QodP 
Did you enjoy it P Can you pass a day without 
it P If so, what is the nature of your religion P 
Real religion stands in possessing a new nature, 
a child's nature, a nature which comes direct 
from God, and therefore daily aspires to God. 
The true Christian mwt pray, he cannot live 
without it. He must often be closeted with 
God, or he camiot be happy. Even public 
ordinances, or family prayer, will not do as a 
substitute for private prayer. Some of our 
hardest conflicts are in the closet. There ^ e 
learn much of the power of sin, the hardness of 
the heart, the wandering of the mind, the enmity 
of Satan, and the need of the presence, power, 
and influence of the Holy Spirit. It is in tBe 
closet that we conquer. For until we have 
prevailed with God, we can never conquer man. 
It is only as yre wrestle with God, that we can 
successfully wrestle with Satan. A prayerless 
professor, has no opposition from the prince 
of darkness, no conflict with his own heart, 
no crucifixion to the world ; but the true believer 
has. The closet is the vestibule of heaven. He 
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who never meets God in the closet, will never 
see the face of God in glory. Brethren, let us 
beware of everything that unfits for closet 
fellowship with God. Public meetings when 
long protracted, and of a very exciting character, 
if often attended, prove injurious ; because they 
exhaust the energies, pervert the taste, steal the 
time, and prevent our being closeted with God. 

" Far from the world, O Lord, I flee, 
From strife and tumult Bu* ; 
From scenes where Satan wages still 
His most successful war. 
" The calm retreat, the silent shade. 
With prayer and praise agree; 
And seem by Thy sweet bounty made 
For those who follow Thee. 
" There, if Thy Spirit touch the soul. 
And grace her mean abode. 
Oh, with what peace, and joy, and love, 
She conmiunes with her God ! 
" There like the nightingale she pours 
Her solitary lays; 
Nor asks a witness of her song. 
Nor thirsts for human praise. 
" Author and Guardian of my life. 
Sweet source of light divine. 
And (all harmonious names in one) 
My Saviour, Thou art mine I " 
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"By grace are ye saved through faith; and tbsk 
not of yr^^nsielyes : it is the gift of GkxL" 

Efhes. iL a 

The Ephesians were very depraved. They 
were vile idolaters. They pretended that they 
possessed an image that fell down from Jupiter, 
and had built for it a magnificent temple, which 
was one of the wonders of the world. Their 
religious rites were of a licentious and debasing 
character. They were dead in trespasses and 
sins. They walked according to the course of 
the present evil world. They were influenced 
and regulated by Satan, called " The prince of 
the power of the air." They spent their time 
and exhausted their energies in fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were 
the children of wrath. Yet many of them were 
chosen to everlasting life. They were elected 
to be holy. Therefore the gospel was sent unto 
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.Kiem, and being sent was attended with the 
power of the Holy Spirit. In conaequenee of 
this a radical change took place. I^hey saw 
their state, they felt their danger, they fled to 
Jesus, and they were sayed with an CTerlasting 
salration. Paul reminds them of this. He 
refers to what they were, and points out the 
cause of the ohange. It was grace, grace alone. 
If we are belieyers, such has been the case with 
us. The language is as applicable to us as to 
the Ephesians, as such let us look at it. 

To be saved implies, that we were lost, or 
liable to be lost. As under the law, exposed 
to the curse of God, and reduced to a state of 
positive weakness by sin, we were lost, being 
unable to save ourselves. But as yet in the land of 
the living, as within the reach of mercy, as under 
the reign of grace, we were only liable to be 
lost. Hell was deserved by us, but we were 
not cast into it. Destruction awaited us, but 
we were not delivered over to it. If left to 
ourselves, our ruin was inevitable ; but " God 
who is rich in mercy," may interfere for us ; and, 
blessed be His holy name. He has done so. " By 
grace are ye saved" To be saved is to be 
delivered firom guilt and condemnation, to be 
quickened and sanctified by the Holy Spirit, to 
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be uuited to Jesns, and adopted into the Lord's 
family. To have a title to heaven conferred 
upon us, and a meetness for heaven wrought 
within us. 

We are saved hy grace. Grace is favour. 
Favour shown to the vile, the unworthy, the 
depraved. Grace therefore must be free. God 
•ietcrmined to save us. To save us as a favour. 
Therefore He did not look for anything good in 
vs, 01 require anything good to be done by us. 
He knew us thoroughly. Both what we were, 
and what we should be if He left us to our- 
selves. He knew the very worst of us. Far 
better than we have known ourselves. He said 
"I will save them." "I will be merciful, 
because 1 will be merciful; and I will be gracious, 
because I will be gracious." Therefore He 
sent His Son to be our Saviour. He sent His 
g09t«el to call us to His throne. He sent His 
Sf idt to render that gospel efficient. He gave 
us a new life. He conferred on us a free pardon. 
He imparted to us the finished work of His well- 
beloved Son. In one word, He saved us, and 
He saved us as a favour. " Not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, hut according 
to His mercy He saved us,** "He saved us, 
and called us with a holy calling, not accordiHg 
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to our works, but according to His ownpurpose 
and grace.*' 

" By grace are ye saved through faith.'* Faith 
is giving credit to God's word, exercising confi- 
dence in God's veracity, and depending for ever- 
lasting life on the sacrifice of His beloved Son. 
God says, " I will save. I will save sinners. I 
will save sinners as a favour. I will save every 
sinner as a favour, who gives credit to My pro- 
mises, places confidence in My veracity, and 
trusts in the obedience and bloodshedding of My 
Son," What wondrous mercy ! What surpris- 
ing goodness ! Can anything exceed this P Yes, 
and it is, that the very faitli through which we 
are saved, is not of ourselves, " it is the gift of 
God." He not only provides the Saviour, sends 
the good news of salvation, but gives us faith to 
believe it. By His Holy Spirit He convinces us of 
sin, teaches us the need of Jesus, unfolds to us 
the meaning of the gospel, excites desires in our 
hearts, generates hope in our souls, and leads us 
away from every false refuge and out of ourselves 
to build on Jesus, and on Jesus alone for pardon 
and everlasting Hfe. It is God's work from first 
tolast. He drew the plan. He found the means. 
He sent the message. He confers the faith. 
He reeeives the sinner. He pardons, the sins. 
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He justifies the person. He keeps the justified 
by His own power through faith unto salvation. 
"Salvation is of the Lord" Salvation is of 
grace. 

This being the case, any sinner may be saved, 
for salvation is presented in the everlasting 
gospel as a free gift, and whosoever will may 
come and take it freely. The lame beggar may 
receive a gift, who could not work for his 
maintenance. The poor invalid may receive a 
cure gratuitously, who could not pay the 
physician for his services. So the poor, wretched 
miserable sinner, may obtain salvation by grace, 
who could not obtain it in any other way. Who 
could not receive a favour? But sin has so 
perverted aU the powers of the soul, that man will 
not receive eternal life as a free gift. He will 
not believe. He will give credit to any one but 
God. He will place confidence in any one's 
veracity but God's. He will trust to any one 
or anything for life and salvation but the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Therefore no man can be saved 
except grace do more than merely present 
salvation to him. He who gives the salvation 
must give the faith to receive it ; and, blessed be 
His holy name. He does. Our faith is as much 
God'e gift, as our salvation. So that 'from first 
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to last our salvation is gratuitous. It is a favour 
shown, a gift conferred, a blessing bestowed* 
If salvation were not of grace, we should never 
enjoy it ; but as it is, we should never despair 
of it. No one should. If we are willing to be 
saved in God's way, He has made us willing. 
If we desire to be saved by grace, He has given 
us the desire. If we have ever so little faith in 
Jesus, He has bestowed it upon us. He who 
made us willing to be saved by Jesus, will save 
us. He who produced in us the desire will 
grant the desired blessing. He who gave us a 
little faith, will honour^that little faith by 
crowning it with a full, free, and everlasting 
salvation. 

Is it so, that we are saved by grace, by grace 
alone ? Then God should have aU the glory of 
our salvation. We should praise Him as its 
Author and Einisher. We should ascribe nothing 
to man in the matter of salvation, but everything 
to Crod. Are we saved by grace ? then let us 
admire and commend the free, sovereign, and 
distinguishing grace of God. But for grace we 
had been for ever lost. But for grace we might 
have been this day numbered among the vilest 
of our race, or might even have been in hell. 
But now in consequence of grace, we are on the 

D 
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road to glory, and by grace we hope to amYe 
safely then^, and praise, bless, and adore the 
God of all grace for ever. Are we saved by 
grace ? then let as be humble. What have we 
that we have not received P What are we that 
graee has not made us P What shall we be that 
will not flow from free grace P Do we see P 
grace gave us sight. Do we feel P grace gave 
us life. Do we believe P grace gave us faith. 
Do we hope P our good hope is through grace. 
Do we love ? it is because grace has shed abroad 
the love of God in our hearts. Are we pardoned P 
grace procured it. Are we justified P grace 
provided the righteousness and robed us in it. 
Are we happy in (rod's love, or sighing for Hia 
presence and favour P it is all of grace. Let 
us therefore lie low, and let us ^m the depths 
of self-abasement, send up to heaven songs of 
heartfelt praise, that by grace we are saved 
through faith, and that not of ourselves, it is 
the gift of God. 

" 'Twas grace that oall'd our souls at first, 
By grace thus far we're come. 
And grace will keep us through the worsts 
And lead us safely home." 
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« Uphold me with Thy firee Spirit.'*— PSAL. IL 12. 

The Holy Spirit is a most free agent, work- 
ing when, as, and as long as He please. like 
the wind which rises, passes, works, and ceases, 
without man's influence or control. The Holy 
Spirit is not, cannot be controlled by any one. 
Nothing regulates His operations but His own 
pure, perfect, and divine nature. He can do 
nothing foolish, for He is infinitely wise. He 
can do nothing wrong, for He is eternally right- 
eous. He can do nothing unkind, for He is 
infinitely good. He is a personal agent, work- 
ing according to His own will, to accomplish the 
divine purposes, fulfil the divine promises, and 
secure the glory of the divine nature and per- 
fections. He never acts contrary to man's 
nature, nor otherwise than for man's good. 
David had enjoyed the presence, power, and 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit. He had grieved 
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Him 07 nib sm. He felt the loss of His sensible 
presence. He enjoyed none of the divine 
promptings, consoling influences, refreshing 
communications, helps in prayer, or revelations 
of Jesus; and now deeply sensible of it, and 
sorry for his sin which was the cause of it, he 
cries out, "Restore unto me the joys of Thy sal- 
vation ; and uphold me with Thy free Spirit." 

The Holy Spirit comes to us freely at first. 
There is nothing in us to induce Him, nor did 
any one ever really pray for Him, until he had 
in some measure received Him. He works in 
us freely. His operations are governed only by 
His own wiU. Hence there is sovereignty dis- 
played in His work. With some He uses the 
law much more than with others. Some are 
shaken over heU, before led to the Saviour. 
Others are brought by the suburbs of heaven to 
the cross. The convictions of some are terrific, 
and their alarm continues long. Others see 
they are lost, feel they are sinners, flee to Jesus, 
and soon obtain peace. So afterwards the Spirit 
works variously, but always so as to uphold the 
majesty of Gkid, the authority of the kw, the 
condemnation of the sinner, and the glory of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. "He shall glorify Me,** 
said Jesus ; and nothing is more true: the moie 
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we experience of the Spirit's presence, power, 
and teaohing; the more glorious does the Lord 
Jesus appear to us; the more we love Him, 
adore Him, and seek to glorify Him. The Spirit 
gives freely. He gives us grace, which sanctifies 
us. He gives us truth, which informs us. He 
gives us peace, which soothes us. He gives us 
joy, which elevates us. The measure or degree 
of these is regulated by His own will. 

The Holy Spirit not only works freely, but 
He produces freedom. He delivers us from the 
law, from its condemning power, and covenant 
form ; by uniting us to Jesus, and bringing us 
within the bonds of the better covenant. So 
that we can, while we are conscious that we are 
sinners, delight in the law of Gk>d; loving its 
nature, admiring its spirituality, and approving 
of its rigid benevolence. In Christ, the law 
cannot condemn us. Living upon Christ, the 
law has nothing in it to terrify us. We wish to 
be like it, holy, just, and good. We desire and 
endeavour to conform to it as our rule, but 
never expect either peace, purity, or perfection 
from it. He delivers us from sin. From the 
condemnation sin deserves, by arraying us in 
Christ's most glorious righteousness. From 
the stains which sin produces, by washing us 
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in Christ's most precious blood. From tne 
authority which siu exercises, by enthroning 
Christ in our hearts. From the love of sin 
which once influenced and regulated us, by 
imphmting His grace in our souls. From the 
guilt of sin which terrified and alarmed us, by 
enabling us to receive the atonement, so recon- 
ciling us to Gtod. From all the penal consequences 
of sin, by uniting us to Christ's glorious person, 
and constituting us one with Him. He delivers 
us from death. From death as a debt due to 
Divine justice. From death as the desert of sin. 
From death as a mark of God's righteous wrath. 
Once united by the Spirit to Jesus, nothing can 
separate us from Him. If we live, it is in union 
with Jesus. If we die, it is but to fall asleep in 
Jesus. Death has no sting, because over us the 
law has no power. Death can never harm us, 
because Jesus died for us. Justice does not 
require our death, though it is a part of the 
Divine arrangement that we must die, except 
found alive when Jesus comes. For us, the law 
has received fall obedience. For us, sin has 
been condemned and punished in the death of 
Jesus. For us, death has been abolished, or 
rendered harmless. Blessed, blessed Spirit, 
give me to experience daUy, my full and ever- 
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lasting freedom from the law, sin, and death; 
and help me to rejoice in Jesus as my righteous- 
ness, sanctiOcation, and life ! 

The Holy Spirit is a free, or cheerful Spirit. 
There is nothing gloomy or morose in any part 
of His work ; nor is He the Author of our gloom 
and misery. These arise from sin, or ignox'ance, 
or the withholding of His comforting operations. 
We have enough in our hearts to make God's 
entire universe miserable, and to wrap all cre- 
ation in gloom. All our cheerful light, warm 
jrays, budding hopes, sweet comforts, ravishing 
joys, delightful anticipations, and exqusite fore- 
tastes of glory are from the Holy Spirit. He is 
emphatically, "The Gomfobteb." And the 
more we have of His presence, the more cheer- 
ful, peaceful, and joyous we shall be. 

The Holy Spirit, is a princely Spirit. The 
very opposite of the creeping, crouching spirit, 
possessed by some professors ; and that slavish, 
carnal spirit, possessed by all unconverted 
sinners. His person is divinely dignified, and 
th^re is a dignity about all His influences, 
operations, and works. He makes all the Lord's 
people Israelites, a princely people; and when 
His powerful operations are experienced, the 
most timid among them will "subscribe with 
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his band unto the Lord, and surname himself by 
the name of Israel." He produces dignity in 
th6 saints, so that each one resembles "the chil- 
dren of a king." He imparts courage to them, 
so that " the righteous are as bold as a lion." 
He generates fortitude in them, so that they 
sing, "We will not fear though the earth be 
removed, and though the mountains be earned 
into the midst of the sea : for the Lord of hosts 
is with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge." 
O for more of that dignity, courage, and forti- 
tude, which flows from the gracious indwelliug 
and sweet operations of the Holy and ever-blessed 
Spirit! 

The Holy Spirit is a constant Spirit. His 
natuie being cQvine is necessarily unchangeable 
and immutable ; and as His nature is unchange- 
able and immutable, so is His love, pity, and 
power. If He once make the human body His 
temple, He never abandons it. If He once 
erect His throne in the soul. He never abdi- 
cates it. There are changes enough in us, there 
are none in Him. Amidst all the difference in 
His operations, and the sovereignty manifested 
in His communications. He remains the same. 
He may witlihold from us His help. His counsel. 
His comforts. His witness, and Hia sealing 
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operations ; becaose grieved by our conduct, 
and intending to correct us for our criminality 
and folly; but He will never cease to love us, 
eare for us, and watch over us for good. Treely 
He commenced with us at first, and though He 
holds us responsible for our conduct towards 
Him, and for the use we make of His communi* 
cations ; yet. He will freely cany on His work 
and complete it in the day of Christ. Glorious, 
gracious, and free Spirit of God ! I adore Thy 
divinity, I unfeignedly believe in Thy distinct 
personality, I have enjoyed something of Thy 
inward teachings and gracious work, I am not al^ 
together a stranger to the freedom Thy presence 
and power impart, but I want. Oh ! I want, to 
be filled with Thy presence, to be pervaded with 
Thy influence, so as only to design, speak, and 
act, according to Thy loving mind. Blessed 
Jesus, grant Thy free Spirit to Thy Church, in a 
fuller and more glorious measure than she has 
it at present ; that so, she may arise, shake her- 
self from the dust, put on her beautiful garments, 
and shine forth to the world's wonder and con- 
fusion and to Thine eternal oraise ! 
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"With the Lord there is merqy."— Psal. oxxx. 7. 

Meecy has to do with misery. Misery is 
produced by sin in us, but mercy dwells in God. 
It is one of His glorious perfections. It is a 
sweet feature of His character. He delighteth 
in mercy. With man there is enmity, but with 
the Lord, there is love. With man tiiere is 
misery, but with the Lord there is mercy. His 
mercy is i^ast as His nature, and firm and steady 
as Wia throne. If there had not been mercy 
with God, there never had been hope for us. If 
there was not mercy with God now, an ocean of 
mercy, hope would soon give up the ghost. 
There is such a depth of sin in us, that if there 
was not infinite mercy in God, we should soon 
sink into despair. 

Mercy in God, answers to pity and sympathy 
in man — ^in man, at the best. Jesus beautifully 
illustrates mercy in one of His sw^t Darables. 
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A certain Jew went down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and fell among thieves. They robbed, 
stripped, wonnded, and left him half dead. A 
priest came by, he looked and passed on. No 
mercy. A Levite passed by, he crossed the road 
and went on. No mercy. A traveling Samarit.an 
came that way, and when he saw him, though 
he was the enemy of his country and his religion, 
he had compassion on him, went to him, bound 
np his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, set him 
on his own beast, walked by his side and spoke 
soothingly to him, took him to the inn, ordered 
him to be taken care of, and became ans\?erable 
for the whole of the expense. Here was mercy. 
Therefore when our Lord put the question, 
"Who was neighbour to him that fell among 
thieves?" the prompt and ready answer waa^ 
'' He that showed mercy on him." Mercy was 
in that Samaritan's heiurt, before it appeared in 
his conduct. It was a part of his nature, and 
only needed to be called into exercise. Just so 
it is with our God. We were His enemies. 
His bitter, determined, relentless enemies. He 
read our hearts. He saw our state. He knew 
what would be the consequence of our sins. He 
pitied us. He determined to show mercy unto 
lis. Unsolicited. H« '«rew the plan, and mado 
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the necessary proyision, that mercy may be 
honourably dispensed to the guilty, depraved, 
and wretched children of men. 

"With the Lord there is mercy," and there- 
fore when He sees us convinced of sin, tormented 
with guilty fears, and sinking into despair. He 
calls to us, He lovingly invites us to come to 
Him. His words are,*' Come now, and let us 
reason together, saith the Lord : though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall be 
as wool." What wondrous mercy is this ! It 
is free and sovereign, flowing naturally from 
God's merciful heart, and flowing to man in the 
most wretched condition imaginable. How 
gloriously will God's mercy shine, in the change 
effected in such sinners as these ! The scarlet 
criminals, made white as snow ; the crimson 
transgressors, clean as the well-washed wool 
God's mercy will not allow itself to be baffled by 
man's vileness, or unworthiness. He keeps 
mercy for thousands. There was mercy for 
Manasseh, Magdalene, and S<'ul of Tarsus. 
Sinner, with the Lord there is mercy for thee. 

There is mercy for the most profane and 
degraded of mankind. Hence the prophet's 
proclamation, " Let the wicked forsake his way, 
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and the muightoons man bis thonglits, let bim 
zetnm unto the Lord, and He will bAve mere/ 
upon him, and to our God for He will abundaniij 
pardon." Can words be plainer P Canassuranoe 
be stronger? Can promise be more positive P 
Gen invitation be more freeP Gan mercy be 
greater P God calls to the wicked man wkUe 
he is wicked J to the unrighteous man, while he 
is unrighteous. He bids them turn and come to 
Him, and promises to have mercy and abundantly 
pardon. Thousands have put Him to the test^ 
and every one has proved His words to be tnie. 
O sinner« if you did but feel yourself to be in a 
lost condition, if you would but seek mercy of 
the Lord^ while opportunity lasts, what a mercy, 
what an unspeakable mercy it would be for you ! 
"With the Lord there is mercy," for back- 
bliders. My poor, sinful, backsliding brother, 
or sister, you have ungratefully turned your 
back on the Lord, you have left the path of 
holiness and peace, you have forsaken His 
friends and preferred the company of His 
enemies. You have restrained prayer, neglected 
the Bible, indulged the flesh, witiidrawn from 
the sanctuazy, and done evil things as yon could. 
There is no excuse for you. You have no cloak 
for yciar sins. But, though you have ** fallen by 
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yonr iniquity," though you hare "forsaken tibe 
Fountain of living waters/' though you have 
basely forgotten the Lord; yet with the. Lord 
there is mercy for you. He says, " Take with 
you words, and turn to the Lord/' "Only 
acknowledge your iniquity." "Yet now return 
unto Me, saith the Lord." He will graciously 
receiFC you. He will mercifully blot out your 
sins as a cloud. He will lovingly restore unto 
you the joys of His salvation. He may have 
spoken against you, but He earnestly remembers 
you still, and He will surely have mercy upon 
you. Grieve His love no longer. Wound His 
heart no more. Arise, and go to thy Father^ He 
calls. He bids you come. Mercy is working in 
His heart, it is looking through His eye, it will 
speak in tender accents with His tongue, it will 
clasp you to His paternal breast. Doubt not» 
it is sinful to do so. Fear not, for only Satan 
could encourage your fears. Hang back no^ 
longer, for while you do, you lose the sweetest 
joys. Mercy in God, will glorify itself, through 
the misery felt by you. It will shine in the free 
pardon of all your numerous sins, in the perfect 
justification of your guilty person, in the thorough 
sanctifioation of your depraved nature, and in 
the dignity, happiness, and honour to which it 
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will exalt yon. Covenant mercy, free mercy, 
infinite mercy, everlasting mercy is with the 
Lord; and through Jesus is extended to, and 
obtained by, sinners without desert, deserving, 
or cause in themselves. 

" Qod's mercy is for ever sure. 
Eternal is His name : 
As long as life and speech endure^ 
My tongue, this truth proclaim. 

** I basely sinn'd against His love, 
And yet my God was good : 
His favour nothing could remove^ 
Por I was bought with blood. 

" Thai) precious blood atones all dn. 
And fully clears from guilt : 
It makes the foulest sinner dean. 
It .was for sinners spilt. 

" He raised me from the lowest state, 
When hell was my desert : 
I broke His law, and (worse than that) 
Alas! I broke His heart 

" Siy soul, thou hast Get what wUl ail) 
A never-changing Friend : 
When brethren, friends, and helpers iSul, 
On Him alone depend." 
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''Tnist in the Lord, and do good; so shalt thoa 
dwell in the land, and yerily thou shalt be 
fed.*'— PsAL. jDtxviL 3. 



It is no uncommon thing when we see the 
wicked prosper, and the vicious succeed; for 
the spirit of the believer to fret, and envious 
feelings rise and work. These things are for- 
bidden in the context; and forbidden because 
they dishonour God, injure us, and are contrary 
to the law of love. God still rules. He reigns 
always, and everywhere. He often permits what 
He does not approve. He allows at present, 
but it is in reference to the future. He will 
balance accounts by-and-bye. He has made no 
mistake. He will not forget, either the conduct 
of His foes, or the faith, patience, and obedience 
of His people. " He oometh. He cometh tc 
judge the earth, and the people with His truth." 
Christian, see your duty ! behold your comfort : 
Both are contained in this precious text. 
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" Trust in the Lord." Let not appearances 
much affect you : be not led awaj from duty by 
the sight of the eyes. Your God invites, com- 
mands, exhorts you to trust in Him. So that 
it is both your duty, and high privilege. He 
has revealed Himself to you, as a Father. He 
has engaged to manage all your affairs for you. 
He has given you promise after promise, and 
proof upon proof that He is faithful. He says, 
" Trust Me" This is the least you can do. 
Tnust Him to govern the world, to guide the 
affairs of time, to regulate all that concerns you. 
He will not overlook anything. Nothing shall 
be neglected. Trust Him with your person. 
He will protect it ; with your property. He will 
manage it; with your wants, He will supply 
them ; and with all your troubles, for He will 
sanctify them. " Trust in the Lord," however 
dull the day, however trying the path, however 
sense and reason may be nonplused. As th? 
Lord wishes you to trust in Him, He will teach 
you to do so. This may be by very painful means. 
He may remove every object in which you have 
been used to trust, knock from under you every 
prop upon which you have been accustomed to 
lean, and as you feel yourself falling, everything 
around you giving way. He will call from above. 
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I 

or whisper within you, " That in the Lord** 
Blessed be Hia holy name, He is trustworthy. 
But it is sometimes very difficult to trust an 
invisible friend, especially when unbelief is work- 
ing, Satan is tempting, and everything appears 
to go wrong. Still, if nature cannot trust Him, 
grace can; let us therefore seek grace, that in 
every storm, in every trial, and in every doud, 
we may still "trust in the Lord/' This will 
support the sinking spirit, soothe the troubled 
h^irt, and elevate the downcast soul. 

"Do good" God approves of industry. He 
never intended that man should be idle. His 
first created son, unfallen Adam, was put into 
the garden to dress and to keep it. He was to 
work and watch. His uncreated and only- 
begotten Son, when tabernacling in our world, 
was a carpenter. These are our examples. We 
are to be doing. But many do, who are not 
doing good, but rather mischief. They are not 
influenced by a good motive, they do not work 
by a good rule, nor do they aim at a good end. 
" Do good" ** Keep thy heart with all diligence, 
)br out of it are the issues of Ufe." " Keep the 
tongue as it were with a bridle while the wicked 
are before you.*' Keep the passions within 
bounds, and the temper under control. Here ia 
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work, and difficult work too. But to do it, is to 
do good. There is work for the family, work 
for the church, and work for the world. W« 
should do good literally, and do good spiritually ^ 
do good to the body, and do good to the soul ; 
do good in reference to time, and do good in 
reference to eternity. Let us do good according 
to our station in life, and our standing in the 
church ; according to the talents God has given 
us, and the claims which those about us ha^e 
upon us. That is good which Qod commands. 
That is good which an enlightened conscience 
approves. That is good which honours Jesus. 
That is good upon which we can reflect on a 
dying bed with pleasure. " Do good ;" that is, 
be not restless or dissatisfied with your lot, or 
the station in which God has placed you. You 
can do good there. You ought to do good there. 
It is your wisdom to do good there. What 
matters it where we are, in this country or 
another, if we can do good f What matters it 
what we are, whether rich or poor, a labourer or 
a tradesman, if we have opportunity to "do good." 
The design of life is to " do good." The highest 
end of our existence is to " do good." Let us 
therefore seek to receive good from God, that 
we may ** do good " for God : and be this the end 
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we aim at in our plans, lemoyals, and pursuits, 
that 1 may ** do good.*' 

"JSo shalt thou dwell in the land, and verUy 
thou shalt be fed" God is the great landlord 
of this world, and He assures us of a place in it, 
and provision from it, while we trust in Him and 
do good. He placed us here. He continues 
us here. He requires of tis gratitude and praise, 
obedience and benevolence, these constitute His 
rent. He asks us to praise Him. He assures 
us that He approves our praising Him. He 
surrounds us with mercies, and loadtth us with 
benefits, that we may be induced to praise Him, 
He spreadeth out the praises of His people as a 
tent to dwell in. Hence David exclaimed, "0 
Thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel!" 
He considers our praises as His honour. " He 
that offereth praise glorifieth Me, and to him 
that ordereth his conversation aright, will I show 
the salvation of God." If God give us a place, 
man can never eject us from it ; and if God 
undertake to feed us, man can never starve us. 
God says, "Trust in Me, do good, and verily 
thou shalt be fed." Let us then seek grace to 
attend to the former, and never fear for one 
moment, but God will make good the latter. 
"Thou Shalt be fed,** Then why fear P TVhy 
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listen to Satan P Why yield to unbelief P This 
answers all objections, as, I may be sick. 
" Yeiily, thou shalt be fed." I may meet with 
an aocident. "Verily, thou shalt be fed." I 
may have a large family. "Yerily, thou shalt be 
fed." I may find trade decline, and labour 
scarce. "Verily, thou shalt be fed." Old age 
will come upon me if I am spared. " Verily, 
thou shalt be fed." The Lord will not under- 
take to gratify your wishes, but He does under- 
take to supply your wants. "Bread shall be 
given thee, and thy water shall be sure." 

This is the only happy, the only truly blessed 
life ; to live trusting in God for all we need, 
working for GKxl with all our powers, and 
casting all our cares upon God as they come in. 
He that trusts in man shall smart for it, for 
thus it is written, "Cursed be the man that 
trosteth in man." He that trusteth in God 
shall be truly happy. Hence we read, "O Lord 
of hosts, blessed is the man that trasteth in 
Thee!" Trusting in God without effort, is 
presumption, and must be punished. Working, 
without trusting in God, is self-confidence, and 
must be corrected. But to trust in God for all 
He has promised, while we endeavour to do 
whatsoever He has commanded, is the safe. 
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happy, and honourable road through tne trials 
of time, to the blissful glories of eternity. My 
soul, trust thou only in the Lord, for He is thy 
help and thy shield. Trust in Him at all times^ 
for He is a refuge and defence in the day of 
alarm and trial. Work, as if everything depended • 
upon working ; and then, renounce all depend- 
ance upon works as if they were nothing worth ; 
and place thy full and steady confidence in God 
alone. Eealize, that He is your Father; that 
He ever has, does, and ever will, love you ; that 
His promises are pledges of His love, and 
warrants for your confidence ; that He watches 
over you with intense interest, and rejoices to 
do you good ; so will you find it easy to trust 
in Him, and expect a suitable and sufficient 
supply of all good things from Him. But 
beware of attempting this in your own strength : 
the Holy Spirit alone, can produce confidence 
and steady trust, in hearts like ours ; therefore 
seek earnestly, seek daily, seek importunately, 
the Holy Spirit, as a gift from the Father of 
mercies, to help your infirmities, and to enable 
you, as a beloved, dutiful, and diligent child of 
God, to illustrate this sweet text, " Trust in the 
Lord, and do good ; so shalt thou dwell in the 
land, and verily thou shalt be fed/' 
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THE GOOD SPIRIT 
" Thou gavest also Thy good Spirit."— Nbh. ix. 20. 

Nehemiah is confessing the Lord's great 
^[oodness to Israel, in solemn prayer; and 
enumerating the manj great and glorious gifts 
which were conferred upon tbem. Among them 
he gives special prominence to the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, which was given to qualify those 
engaged in the erection of the Tabernacle, and 
to teach those who presided over them. His 
eye and his heart rests upon that feature of the 
Spirit's character, which was so constantly 
displayed in His dealings with them, namely, His 
goodness. Therefore he says, "Thou gavest 
also Thy good Spirit to instruct them." 

The Spirit is infinitely^ eternally, and im- 
mutably good. His nature is holy, righteous, 
and benevolent. He hates what is impure^ 
unrighteous, or cruel. The Holy Spirit loveth 
hob'ness. and therefore He oroduces it« Ttie 
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righteous Spirit loveth righteousness, and always 
sanctions it. The good Spirit loveth goodness, 
and in all His works and ways- displays it. 
Nothing but what is good can proceed from Him, 
and all that is really good in our world, does 
proceed from Him. His work is called a good 
work, as the apostle says, "Being confident of 
this very thing, that He which hath begun a 
good work in you, will perform it until the day 
of Jesus Christ." He began it of His own 
grace, to display the goodness of His own 
perfect nature, and He will complete it ; and it 
will for ever witness to, and attest the fact; 
that the Spirit of God is good. 

The good Spirit is the author of every good 
desire in our hearts. If the heart be deceitful 
above all things and desperately wicked, how 
can good desires spring from so bad a heart? 
It was said of sinners of old, to show the 
corruption and fearful depravity of human 
nature, " Every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evil continually." Nor^is 
human nature better now, then it was then. It 
is sunk as low as it well can sink, and is rotten 
to the very core. No man really believes this 
by nature. He may assent to the fact, because 
it is found in the Bible, and he believes the 
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to be God's book; bat be does not 
heartily believe it, he does not realize it, he is 
not influenced by it. Where would be his pride, 
if he was P What would become of self-right- 
eousness^ if he did P How could he neglect the 
gospel, or keep away from the Saviour one hour P 
Many will admit the inconsistency of their lives, 
the imperfection of their obedience, who do not 
for one moment feel, who would not heartily 
acknowledge, that their hearts are totally de- 
praved. "The god of this world hath blinded 
the minds of them that believe not." They see 
not, they feel not the fearfid condition of human 
nature, therefore they are said to be dead in 
trespasses and sins. And in this state they 
remain, notwithstanding all the means that are 
employed for their rescue, until the good Spirit 
throws light upon the understanding, and 
imparts life to the soul. Then they see, though 
the discovery is gradually made, for if they saw 
all at once they would sink into despair; then 
they feel, and the feeling deepens in proportion 
as the Spirit carries on His work, that they are 
lost, ruined, and if left to themselves, eternally 
undone. Daily, through life, however long it 
IS continued, are they learning out under the 
Spirit's teaching, the utter depravity, helpless- 
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ness, ana wickedness of human nature Trithout 
grace. So that they can honestly say with the 
apostle, "For I know that in me, (that is^ in my 
flesh,) dwelleth no good thing." 

It must be therefore pretty evident, that if 
good is found in such natures, it must be pro- 
duced by a Divine Agent ; if good desires are 
felt arising and working in such hearts, they 
must have been generated there by God's good 
Spirit. This is the real fact of the case. We 
never really desire grace, until God's most 
gracious Spirit has imparted a degree of grace 
to the soul. We never desire holbess, until 
the Holy Spirit has commenced His holy work 
in our hearts. And the strength and fervour of 
our desires after God and good things, is in exact 
proportion to the grace given, and the depth 
of the work wrought within us. If the Spirit 
were to leave us, every really good desire would 
fade and die within us, as the plants of spring 
fade and die in autumn. We need the daily 
renewings of the Holy Spirit ; the indwelling of 
the Spirit, as "a well of water, springing up 
into eternal life." 

" A good hope through grace," is produced by 
God's good Spirit. It is natural for a sinner 
to desoair, but it is supernatural for one who 
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has Had a glimpse of his own heart to nope. 
Nothing will generate hope in a sinner's bosom 
but the gospel, nor will the gospel do it, unless 
it is attended by the Spirit's power. When the 
man sees his lost condition, feeb his deep 
depravity, and believes God's testimony respect- 
ing the state of Ms nature ; fears spring up, 
despondency arises in his soul, and he verges 
toward despair. Then the Holy Spirit begins 
to unfold and shine upon the gospel, — ^the love of 
God as displayed in the gift of His Son; the 
death of Jesus, as the Just for the unjust ; the 
free and generous invitation to the sinner to 
come just as he is ; the promise of a full and free 
pardon, with the assurance that no one that 
comes to Jesus shall ever be cast out. These 
things constitute the good news, the glad 
tidings, which are presented to the eye, and 
applied to the heart of the sinner. He looks at 
them, thinks over them, gives credit to them, 
places confidence in them, and good hope is 
begotten, it is brought forth. The sinner feels 
hope spring up in his soul. Doubt, darkness, 
fear, dread, despondency, and despair, all depart. 
The eye of the mind fixes on Jesus, the hand of 
£aith lays hold on the Atonement, and the heart 
rests on the free grace of God, as it stands 



Digitized by Google 



60 THE GOOD spotrr. 

revealed in the promise of pardon, rigHteonsness, 
and eternal life. Peace flows into the soul. 
Hope looks out to receive and enjoy more than 
has yet been realized, and the man soon rejoices 
<*in hope of the glory of God." This is the 
work of God's good or benevolent Spirit. The 
hope thus produced is nourished and fed, nor 
will it ever expire, until it expires in the posses- 
sion of all promised blessings, and in the full 
blaze of Immanuel's glory. 

All our efforts to do good, if they are wise and 
scriptural, flow from the presence, power, and 
teaching of the " good Spirit." He purifies our 
hearts by faith, refines our motives, fixes our 
aims, and suggests plans of usefulness. The 
desire to do good springs up in our souls, we 
look around to see what we can do, a sphere of 
usefulness presents itself, we venture upon it 
looking up for divine guidance and help, some- 
thing or other arises to try us, but we are 
enabled to persevere, a deep sense of utter 
helplessness accompanies us, but depending on 
promised strength we succeed. In looking back 
we are convinced that the sui^-gestion, the 
opening, the preparation, the perseverance, the 
success, all proceeded from the "good Spirit.*' 
Thus pride is hidden from our eyes, God geta 
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the glory of His own grace, and Satan fails to 
do oa a mischief by puffing us up with yanity 
and self-conceit. There would be little good 
done in this world, but for the " good Spirit ;" 
and there would be very much more, if we had 
but more of the presence, power, and grace of 
that Spirit in our hearts. What made the 
Apostles so active, so devoted, so successful ? 
Let us hear one of them speak : " I will not dare 
to speak of any of those things which Christ hath 
not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles 
obedient, by word and deed, through mighty 
signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit 
of God; so that from Jerusidem, and round 
about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the 
gospel of Christ." What made one man more 
useful, active, and successful than another? 
Hear the same apostle again : " By the grace of 
God I am what I am : and His grace which was 
bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I 
laboured more abundantly than they all : yet not 
I, but the grace of God which was with me." 
Holy men never arrogate anything to themselves, 
but from a deep heartfelt knowledge 'of the 
weakness and wickedness of human nature, they 
ascribe all that is good to the grace and Spirit 
ofGod,withouttv*i "*— . r -^'-s 
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are good, they flow fiom the good Spirit. If 
we have a good hope, it was produced hj the 
good Spirit. If from a good motive, with a 
good aim, we make any effort to do good to our 
fellow-men, it must also be ascribed to the 
good Spirit. 

"Where is boasting then P It is exduded." 
Where is the creature's pride ? It is trampled in 
the dust. All good is from God. All spiritual 
good, from the good Spirit of God. All evil is 
from men. These are the principles of the Bible. 
These are the tests of true or false doctrines. 
He that ascribes any goodness to depraved 
human nature, robs God of His right, and fosters 
a proud self-righteous spirit in the creature; 
but he that ascribes all that is good to God, 
while he strives with all his might to do ten 
times more than he has ever done, gives unto 
the Lord the glory due unto His name. 
Brethren, the great thing we want for ourselves, 
for the Church of God, for our families, and for 
the world at large, is more of the " good Spirit *' 
of God ; to work in us both to will and to do of 
His own good pleasure. If God give us His 
own " good Spirit" to instruct us, we shall know 
the truth, and the truth will make us free. If 
He give His "good Spirit" to sanctify us. He 
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will sanctify us wholly, and preserve our bodies, 
and souls, and spirits, unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. If He give us His " good 
Spirit " to animate us, we shall be tilled with 
life, love, and holy zeal, then worship will be 
spiritual, work pleasant, and the prospect of our 
Lord's speedy appearing delightful. O that our 
God would give us His " good Spirit," in a 
greater measure than we have ever received or 
enjoyed Him yet, that so we may grow in grace, 
increase in spiritual stature, and be alwava 
abounding in the work of the Lord ' 

•* Oreat Comforter, we cry to Thee, 
Spirit of Jesus, come. 
And make our willing, waiting souls 
Thine everlasting home. 

** O let us feel Thy saving power. 
That faith and love may grow 
Present salvation we desire; 
This, this on us bestow. 

** Nor ever let us grieve Thee more. 
Thou holy, peaoeftil Dove ; 
But may our hearts, and lips, and lives. 
Be all transfornf d to lovp ** 
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A SEBIOUS INQUIRY. 
"Lord, what is man ! *'— Psal. cjdiv. 3 

Thus the psalmist exclaimed, when reviewing 
the Lord's goodness to him, and recounting the 
gracious characters in which the Lord stood to 
him . Great trials had brought him great mercies . 
Great difficulties had given him a great experience 
of the Lord's goodness. He rejoices in God as 
his strength and instructor, the source of his 
mercy and his fortress, his high tower and his 
deliverer, his shield and the object of his trust. 
God had been to him all that his circumstances 
required, so that notwithstanding his many fears 
and numerous foes, he had persevered and pre- 
vailed. Looking back upon the past he felt 
constrained to look up, and looking up he was 
led to contrast God's goodness to him with his 
own insignificance and unworthiness, and almost 
involuntarily cried out, "Lord, what is man !" 

It i» the language of surprise, he was struck 
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with wonder and amazement at the conduct of 
his God, and fall of admiration he gives vent to 
his overpowering feelings in this brief exclama- 
tion. It is the language of humility, he felt 
crashed under a sense of God's amazing kind- 
ness to one so mean, to one so vile ; the sense of 
Qod's undeserved grace laid him very low ; and 
from the dust of self-abasement he expressed his 
wonder at the Divine dealings with him. It is 
the language of gratitude, his heart was full, it 
was overflowing with grateful praise.* Surprised, 
humble, and grateful, he was prepared to glo- 
rify his good and gracious God; and this will be 
the case with us, when we take a retrospect of 
the past from the right point, when we look at 
ourselves and then at our God, at our righteous 
deserts and His merciful dealings. We will now 
briefly look at the question with a view to our 
own edification. 

What is man physically ? He is fearfully 
and wonderfully made. He is the chief of the 
works of God. What a wonderful structure is 
the body ! What wisdom is displayed in devising, 
arranging, and adapting the different parts to 
form the one simple yet complicated machine ! 
The bones, the muscles, the blood-vessels, the 
nerves, the brain, the flesh, the skin : the differ- 
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ent organs of sight, hearing, smelling, tasting, 
and feeling. What a beautiful and yet suitable 
dwelling they form for the immortal soul. Yet 
when we think of what man is, and then of what 
man was, how great the contrast. When we 
look at man in youth, in health, and in full vi- 
gour ; and then at what man is when aged, or 
diseased, or dead, we cannot but feel ready to 
exclaim, " What is man ! " But when we direct 
our thoughts to God, to His greatness, glory, 
holiness, and immutabiUty, we feel a still stronger 
imptllse inducing us to cry, "What is man?" 
Man so little, so mean, so sickly, so changeable, 
man who is but of yesterday. " What is man 
that thou shouldst magnify him P and that thou 
shoudst set thy heart upon him? That thou 
shouldst visit him every morning, and try him 
every moment?" 

What is man morally? This is the worst 
part of the picture. It is bad enough to see 
man diseased, suffering, dying, mouldering to 
dust; but when we come to inquire into the 
cause of all this, it is fearful. Man is dreadfully 
depraved. He has fallen from the state in which 
his good and glorious Creator placed him. He 
is now prostrate. He is God's enemy. His 
heart is deceitful above all things, and desper - 
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ately wicked. It is enmity against God. He is 
full of eyil principles and evil passions. He is 
become, not only unprofitable, but abominable. 
No part of God's creation presents such a sight 
to His pure and holy eyes as man does, for in 
him matter and mind are alike depraved, and set 
in opposition to Himself. Man is wicked, but 
he is not only wicked, he is weak. Sin, which 
was a violation of the command by him, has be- 
oome a fearful disease within him. He has no 
wifl to do good. He has no power if he had. 
Hence the apostle when partially renewed, speak- 
ing of Jiimself, said, "To will is present with me, 
but how to perform that which is good I find 
not." Man is perverse, he closes his eyes, his 
ears, and his heart against God. It is only for 
God to require, and he determines not to do; or 
to prohibit, and he immediately desires it. His 
will is as much opposed to God as it can be. He 
slights His mercy, dares His justice, and defies 
His power. He has done evil things as he could, 
and perseveres in doing them except the Lord 
by His invincible grace prevents him. He has 
sunk lower than the beasts that perish, hence the 
Lord complains, "The ox know his owner, and 
the ass his master's crib, but Israel doth not 
know, my people doth not consider." There is 
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everything in man to offend the eyes of God' 
holiness, and to grieve His loving heart. Look 
ing at man as fallen, polluted, and under the 
power of sin, we may well ask, "What is man 
that Thou art mindful of hilh P and the son of 
man that Thou visitest him P" 

What is man spiritually? That is, man as 
renewed by the Holy Spirit, as united to Jesus, 
and as brought into fellowship with Qod. Man 
as a new creation. Man as in Christ. Ah! what 
is man then P The change is wonderful. The 
alteration is striking. It is like turning from a 
barren wilderness to Eden, from an arid desert to 
the garden of the Lord. Man is God's own 
child. The child of His love. The child which 
He has adopted for His own. The child into 
which He has infused His own holy nature. The 
child on whom He confers His richest blessings, 
which He elevates to the highest honours. The 
child whom He constitutes His heir, and a joint- 
heir with His only-begotten Son. The child to 
which He gives His Spirit, for which He prepares 
a city, and appoints a kingdom. Man is God's 
choice. When angels sinned He cast them out of 
heaven, bound them in chains of darkness, and 
doomed them to appear before His Son for judg- 
ment. There was no mercy for them. Not one 
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of all their vast number was chosen. They were 
left to reap the due desert of their deeds. Not 
so man. God saw that he would fall. He knew 
what he would become, and yet He chose out of 
fallen mankind, a number which no man can 
number to eternal life. " Lord, what is man, 
that Thou shouldst choose himP" The only 
reply we can give is, "Ev«n so. Father, for so it 
seemed good in Thy sight." Man is chosen in 
Christ — chosen to holiness— chosen to everlast- 
ing life — chosen to the highest honours, and the 
• sweetest joys. How wonderful God's grace, and 
His ways are past finding out. What an over- 
whelming thought for a sinner to cherish in his 
bosom, "I am God^s choice. God has chosen me 
to salvation. God has chosen me of His own 
naere grace. God has chosen me, who deserved 
and must have sunk to hell, if left to myself, 
to be His child, the object of His love, and to 
share in all the glories of His heavenly kingdom." 
Man is God's companion. He is to walk with 
God. He is called to have fellowship with God, 
He is directed to pour out his heart before God. 
He is to treat God with confidence, communi- 
cating everything to Him, aslcng everything of 
Him, and expecting every good thing from Him. 
God promises to visit him, to manifest Himself to 

Digitized by Google 



70 JL SEBIOXrS INQUIBT. 

him, and to dwell in him and walk in him. What 
surprising grace ! And will Grod, the great, the 
glorious, the holy God, take poor, mean, vile, 
wretched man for His companion? He will. 
He has done it. He is daily doing it. Even 
this moment He is saying to every believer, 
" Let me hear thy voice, let me see thy counte- 
nance ; for sweet is thy voice, and thy counte- 
nance is comely." 

What will man he? This is a question which 
no man can answer, for even the inspired Apostle 
John confesses his ignorance, "Beloved," says < 
he, " now are we the sons of God, and it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be, but when He 
shall appear we shall be like Him, for we shall 
see Him as He is." "Eye hath not seen, ear 
hath not heard, neither hath entered into the 
heart of man, what God hath prepared for them 
that love Him." Man will be like Jesus. Man 
will be with Grod. Man will shine forth as the 
sun in the kingdom of his heavenly Father. Man 
will see and hear and know, and possess, and 
enjoy all he can now desire, all that his nature is 
capable of. He will be more than Adam was, 
more than angels are, for he will be as near like 
God as the human nature ean be made like the 
Divine. Let us then meditate devoutly upon 
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this glorious subject; let us endeavour to realize 
our interest in it, and let us pray the Holy 
Spirit to unfold and apply it to our souls, until 
fiUed with surprise, humility, and profound gra- 
titude we exclaim with David, " Lord, what is 
man, that Thou takest knowledge of him ! or the 
son of man that Thou makest account of him ! 
Man is like to vanity, liis days are as a shadow 
that passeth away." 

** Lord ! what is man, that in Thy care 
HiB humble lot should find a share ; 
Or what the son of man, that Thou 
Thus to his wants Thy ear shouldst bow ? 
** His rank awhile, by Thy decree, 
Th' angelic tribes beneath them see, 
TiU round him Thy imparted rays 
"With unextinguished glory blaze. 
*' Subjected to his feet by Thee, 
To him all nature bows the knee ; 
The beasts in him their lord behold. 
The grazing herd, the bleating fold}— 
•* The fowls of various raig that fly 
O'er the vast desert of the sky. 
And all the watery tribes, that glide 
Through paths to human sight denied. 
'- Immortal King ! through earth's wide frame 
How great Thy honour, praise, and name ! 
Thy reign o'er distant worlds extends. 
Thy s^ory heaven's vast height tranncends." 
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REDEMPTION FROM THE CURSE. 

'* Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us." — Gal. iiL 13. 

As creatures we are all under law. The for- 
malities of the law may vary, but its essential 
principles are the same. The law commands us. 
It tells us what Gk)d requires of us. It demands 
tliat we be holy, just, and good. That we love • 
God supremely, and all about us as ourselves. 
It threatens disobedience. It condemns the 
sinner. Its condemnation is called a curse: It 
dooms us to punishment. To be punished with 
separation from God, and to endure jtorment in 
proportion to the nature, number, and magnitude 
of our crimes. As Gentiles we are condemned 
because we have violated the law. It was given 
to our first parent, as our representative. It 
was impressed on hia nature, and notwithstand- 
ing our depravity there is a partial copy of it in 
our nature still. If conscience accuse us, it is 
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because it recognises a rule, it perceives that we 
haye violated it^ and it accuses and brings us in 
guilty accordingly. The Jews had the law in a 
peculiar form. The moral was united with the 
ceremoniaL There was the standard of moral 
rectitude, but there was also a typical represen- 
tation of how sin may be pardoned^ and the 
sinner be saved. But the Scripture has eon- 
eluded that both Jews and Gentiles are all under 
sin : under its power, and under condemnation 
for it. The law pronounces a curse upon us all, 
because we have all sinned. The curse which 
the law pronounces is just, and therefore must 
be executed. If it is executed upon us, ire are 
ruined for ever. Here then is ouf dilemma. We 
have sinned, the law curses and condemns us, 
its curse and condemnation are righteous, but if 
executed upon us, we are undone fgr ever. How 
then can we escape eternal punishment P . The 
text gives the answer. Let us attend to it with 
f2uth and gratitude. 

*' Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made a curse for us." To re- 
deem is to deliver. To deliver righteously, by 
the payment of a price, or meeting the demand in 
order to emancipate. In our case the curse must 
be executed. The penalty must be paid. Wo 
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could neyer pay it ourselves, but the righteous 
Lawgiver and Governor was willing to accept of 
a substitute, to allow some one to suffer in our 
stead. But whoever undertakes for us, must be 
able to endure what would be inflicted, and so act 
as to deserve our liberation. There must not 
only be suffering, but meritorious suffering. 
Here was the difficulty. Who has love enough 
to undertake to suffer for us P Who if he un- 
dertakes to suffer could thereby merit our re- 
lease? The answer to these questions is, Jesus, 
Our dear and adorable Lord Jesus, had love 
enough to move Him to become our substitute, 
and as our substitute He could effect our ever- 
lasting deliverance. He therefore, who was 
divine, took our nature and became human. He 
who was in heaven, came and tabernacled upon 
earth. He not only took our nature but our 
place. Becoming our substitute. He took our 
responsibilities upon Himself. He engaged to do 
all that the law demanded ; and He engaged to 
suffer all that the law required. He met the 
demands of the law perfectly, and He suffered 
the penalty of the law fully. He was made a 
curse for us. The sentence was transferred from 
us to Him. He was condemned in our stead. 
He died for our offences. By dying He merited 
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our release. His blood was our ransom-prioe. 
He came to give His life a ransom for many, and 
He gave it. It was written in the law, "Cursed 
is every one that hangeth on a tree." Jesus was 
hanged on a tree on Golgotha, and thus it was 
publicly proclaimed to all that He was accursed. 
In himself He was the blessed God, and the 
source of blessing to ail creation, but He became 
a curse, in order to become our Kedeemer. 
Taking our nature He became our kinsman, being 
our kinsman according to the law He had a right 
to redeem His kindred; having a right to re- 
deem He made use of it, and paid the price of 
our everlasting freedom. Blessed be His ^eat, 
gracious, and glorious name for ever. 

What wonderful love the Saviour must have 
possessed, to stoop so low, to suffer so much, to 
undertake such a work. What wonderful love 
must have filled the bosom of the Father to give 
His Son for this purpose. To admit of His sub- 
stitution. To allow the transfer of our guilt to 
Him. To. appoint Him to suffer as our Re- 
deemer. Let us admire and adore the infinite, 
unparalleied love of our good and gracious God. 
But are we redeemed from the curse of the lawP 
Was Jesus made a curse for us ? These are 
solemn questions, and they ought to be settled. 
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What say the Scriptures? for these must be 
our guide. ** Jesus Christ came into the world 
to save sinners/' Am I a sinner ? Do I deeply 
and habituall J feel it P Am I hnmbled on ac- 
count of it ? Do I ardently and honestly desire 
to be saved from the power and consequences of 
einP If so, ''God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth on Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." Do I believe on the Son of 
GodP So believe, as to commit my soul into 
His Jiands to be saved by TTimP So believe, as to 
trust in His blood alone for my pardon, as to rely 
on His finished work alone for my redemption f 
So believe, as to resign myself to Him, to be used 
by Him for His glory, ahd be employed in His ser- 
vice to His praise P If so, there is no doubt bat 
Jesus has redeemed me from the corse of the 
law ; and if He has redeemed me, I shall never 
be accursed of God, or suffer the punishment 
due to my transgressions. The law ki ing been 
fulfilled by my substitute, justice being satisfied 
with the obedience and death of my Redeemer, 
I shall naver be condemned ; but shall be ac- 
quitted at God's bar, and be pronounced L*ee for 
His sal(e. This is the gospel, the good news of 
redemption by the blood of Jesus. The glad 
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tidings of deliveranoe from all curse and con- 
demnation by simple faith in the Lord Jesus. 
"All who believe are justified from all things.** 
If Jesus has redeemed us, bj being made a 
curse for us, we need not fear that we shall ever 
be accursed. Need not! We ought not. It is dis- 
honourable to Him, and reflects upon the justice 
of our heavenly Father. "There is no condem- 
nation to them that are in Christ Jesus." We 
should not trifle with so glorious a subject, 
with such a solemn theme ; but we should re- 
ceive it with all seriousness, and believe it with 
aU confidence. We must not sin. Faith in the 
death of Jesus, is the death of sin. No one can 
believe that Christ was made a curse for him, in 
order to redeem him from the curse of the law, 
and yet habitually indulge in siB*. It is impos- 
sible. If our faith does not set us against sin, 
and inspire us with a love to holiness, it is not 
the faith of the operation of Ood, the faith that 
distinguishes God's elect. The faith that receives 
freedom from Christ, employs that freedom for 
Christ. If Christ has suffered for us, we ought 
to be willing to suffer for Him ; if He obeyed for 
us, we ought to obey Him ; if He was accursed 
for us, we ought to be ready to be reproached, 
condemned, or accursed for Him. May the 
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Lord, the Holy Spirit, give ub grace that we 
may prove to all around us, that Jesus has given 
himself for us, to redeem us from all iniquity, 
and to purify us unto himself, a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works. Reader, if you have no 
faith in Jesus, you are still under the curse. 
You have no proof or evidence that Jesus died 
to redeem you, and if Jesus is not your Re- 
deemer you will be eternally undone. If Jesus 
was not made a curse for you, you will be ac- 
cursed to all eternity. No one can deliver us 
from the curse of the law but Jesus, and He only 
delivers those who believe on His name, rely on 
His blood, and walk by the precepts of Hia 
word. 

" Jesus, whai millions of ofor raoe 
Have been the triumphs of Thy grace ! 
4nd millions more to Thee shall fly. 
And on Thy sacrifioe rely. 

" That tree, that curse-empoison'd tree, 
Which proved a bloody rack to Thee, 
Shall in the noblest blessings shoot, 
And fill the nations with its firuit. 

•'The sorrow, shame, and death were Thine, 
And all the stores of wrath divine ! 
Ours are the glory, life, and bliss : 
What love can be compared to this P " 
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GOD'S KNOWLEDGE OF US. 
" O Lord, Thou knowest."— Jbb. xv. 16. 

The perfect knowledge of God, is like the 
pillar-doad which led Israel out of Egypt, and 
through the wilderness ; it is dark and a cause 
of terror to sinners, but it is light and a source 
of comfort to the believer. The thought often 
cheers us, "My God knows me." Others may mis- 
take me. He never will. Others may misunder- 
stand me. He never can. Eb knows me intimately, 
thoroughly. His eye penetrates the depth of my 
nature, and looks under all the mysterious folds 
of my heart. There is not a thought in my 
heart, or a word in my tongue, but, "lo, Lord, 
Thou knowest it altogether." Let me meditate 
upon this fact, for a short time, in a devotional 
spirit, for my soul's profit, and the Lord's glory. 

"O Lord, Thou knowest" my triaU, The 
quarters from which they come, their pressure 
upon my spirits, and the grace I need to bear 
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them patiently, as a Christian ought. Thou 
knowest my domestic trials, that they are great; 
my commercial trials, that they are heavy ; my 
soul trials, which are worst of all. "Thou hast 
tried me, and known me." In every trial, Lord, 
sympathize with me, give me special grace, and 
nelp me to endure temptation as a disciple of 
Jesus should. My trials increase with my years, 
they come from new and unexpected quarters, 
they often harrow up my feelings, and harass 
my soul, but, " Lord, Thou knowest" them. 
They do not come unobserved by Thee. Rather, 
are they not sent by Thee, and intended to un 
settle my mind from the things of time, and lead 
me to seek fellowship with the glorious things 
which are above P May every trial drive me to 
the feet of Jesus, that I may soothe my troubled 
spirit with a view of His beauty and glory. 

" Lord, Thou knowest " my fears. They are 
many, they are painful, they hang so fast on. 
Many of them are unfounded, and often cause me 
much unnecessary pain. I am sometimes afraid 
of roan. Occasionally afraid of God. Often, 
very often afraid of myself. My heart is so 
foul, my corruptions are so strong, my lusts are 
so active, Satan is so crafty, my temper is so 
irritable, and my tongue is so unguarded, that I 
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am afraid that I shall some day fall and dis- 
honour Thy holy name. Then, at times, my 
mind is so dark, so carnal, so dead to every 
thing that is good ; my heart is so stupid, stub- 
bom, and hard; my affections are so earthly, 
depraved, and carnal ; that I am afraid that my 
past experience is delusion, my hope unfounded, 
and my profession a mistake. I am afraid I shall 
fall short at last, that death will undeceive me, 
and eternity be spent under the fearful frown of 
God. My fears are often so numerous, so pow- 
erful, and so natural, that I am as timid as a 
doTC; and sit down and write sad and bitter 
things against myself. " Lord, Thou knowest " 
my fears, the cause of them, the natiure of them, 
and the effect of them; and Thou only canst 
effectually deliver me from them. 

" O Lord, Thou knowest ** my foes. They are 
crafty, dogged* and determined. They watch 
me, worry me, and weary me. They lay wait 
for me. They fawn, and try to deceive me. 
They flatter, and try to puff me up. They 
threaten, and try to intimidate me. The old 
roaring lion, seeks to destroy me. The old ser- 
pent, endeavours to beguile me with his subtlety. 
O the enemies I find in my heart ! At times I 
meet with them in the church. Occasionally I 

o 

Digitized by Google 



82 god's kkovlbdgb of us. 

come in contact with them in the world. Mj 
enemies are numerous, and they are powerful, 
but, " O Lord, Thou knowest" them all. They 
can only act under Thy eye. Thou art present 
in their secret councdls. Thou knowest their 
priyate plots, Thou watchest their craftiest 
movements. what a comfort it is, when I can 
believe that Grod is my Father, and realize that 
He has all my enemies under His eye, and that 
He holds them all in check. OLord, let me not 
dishonour Thee by fearing man, or trembling 
before Satan, or feeling alarmed at death; rather 
give me wisdom and grace, to put on the whole 
of the armour which Thou hast provided, and 
manfully resist, oppose, and overcome them. 

'*0 Lord, Thou knowest" my denre$. And 
these sometimes, form my only evidence of a 
work of grace in my heart. Thou knowest that 
I do desire to be holy, though I am not. That 
I desire to worship Thee in the Spirit, rejoice in 
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. 
That I wouM exalt Jesus, spread His fame, and 
bring thousands of sinners to His feet. I desire 
to mortify the flesh, with its affections and lusts; 
to put on the new man, which is truth and holi- 
ness; to be a burning and shining light. L do 
desire to be, to do* and to suffer all Thy will 
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without complaimng; or even iruhing for tiw 
least. alteTation in a single point. But mj de- 
sires and my conduct, my inward desires and 
my outward communications, are often sadly at 
variance, for I find the flesh lusting against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh, and these 
are contrary the one to the other, so that I can- 
not do the things that I would. But blessed be 
God, my desires for practical conformity to His 
will are natural, habitual, and often powerful ; 
and must, as I believe, spring from the presence, 
power, and operation of His Holy Spirit. " O 
Lord, Thou knowest" my desires^ give me grace 
that I may be enabled to carry out my desires 
in all the walks of life ! 

** O Lord, Thou knowest " my hopes. Hopes 
that refer to time, and hopes that run into 
eternity. Hopes that respect the body, and 
hopes that refer to the soul. Hopes for the 
church, and hopes for the world. Hopes for my 
family, and hopes for myself. Especially my 
hope of eternal life, and of sharing i& the glories 
and triumphs of Jesus when He comes. The 
crown of my hope. Thou knowest is, the advent 
of my beloved Lord. To see Him come in the 
clouds, with His own glory. His Father's glory, 
and all the holy angels with Him. To shine in 
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the glory of the first resimrectioii, to be invited 
to sit down at the marriage-supper of the Lamb, 
and to share in the privileges and immunities of 
the New Jerusalem. that the Sang of kings 
would come ! O that the Lord would descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and the trump of Grod ! that the 
Lord's people could lay aside their prejudices, 
and as one man embrace the doctrine, and hasten 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. '* Lord, 
Thou knowest" that my hope of acceptance in 
Thy sight, rests on the finished work of Jesus 
alone, and all my hopes of good in this world, 
or in that which is to come, are founded on Thy 
most blessed and holy word. 

"0 Lord, Thou kaowest" my sins and follies. 
No one else does. I believe no ene else ever 
will. How could I look any one in the face, if 
I thought he knew what was passing in my 
heart, or what is transacted in the chambers of 
imagery within. But the Lord alone can search 
the heart. He only knows the worst of us ; and 
He only knows the best ; for the best and the 
worst, are both concealed in the same heart. 
The eye of God sees every motive, every thought, 
every lust, every action. His eye is on that 
mysterious portion of our nature, called the 

Digitized by Google 



god's knohtlbdge of us. 86 

imaginatioii, on vhicli such strange pictures are 
often painted, in which such fearful scenes are 
sometimes transacted. What a depth of pollu- 
tion there is within us ! What billows of cor- 
ruption sometimes roU and swell ! What streams 
of moral filthiness sometimes flow from the heart 
into the fancy, and all but into the life, or 
from the tongue. How dij£cult sometimes to 
keep it back. Little does the young Christian 
think what the pure and holy eye of God sees 
within him ; and what his own eye will one day 
discover, filling him with alarm, il not with hor- 
ror, with shame and self-loatliing before God. 
Then he will enter into poor Job's confession, 
" Behold, I am vile :" and into Isaiah's excla- 
mation, ** I am undone." But blessed be God, 
the righteousness of Jesus covers all, conceals 
all ; and the grace and Spirit of God will alti- 
mately purge away the whole from us. Now 
oar iniquities are foi^ven, and our sins are 
covered ; but then our natures will be perfectly 
purified, and be white as the falling snow. 

" O Lord, Thou knowest " my frame. Thou 
knowest what it was, before it was ruined by 
the fall ; what it was, when 1 lay- dead in tres- 
passes and sin^; and Thou knowest what it is, 
in my present transition state. Thou knowest 
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the diseases and disorders, from wliich the body 
suffers ; and the imperfect organization and de- 
praved principles, by which the sonl is fettered, 
troubled, and hindered. Thou knowest the 
weakness of the memory, the smallness of the 
mental capacity, the trembling state of the 
nerves, and the weak condition of the muscles. 
Yes, my Father knows it all. " He knoweth our 
frame. He remembereth that we are dust." The 
entire whole of us, is perfeHly known to Him. 
He can fully understand us. He can sympa- 
thize with us. He can make, all things work 
together for our good. All that in us is good. 
He has produced by His own Spirit and word, 
aU that is evil, he has permitted in his wisdom 
and holiness. He knew us from eternity. ' When 
He chose us to eternal life. He knew all about 
us. When He called us by His sovereign and 
distinguishing grace. He was well aware of what 
we were, and what we should be. God has 
never been disappointed in us, whoever else may 
be. O to know Him ! To know Him fully, to 
know Him experimentally, to know Him so as 
to love Him with all our powers, to serve Him 
every moment of our lives, and to seek to pro- 
mote His glory in every action we perform. O 
to ki^w Him as revealed in Jesus» as seated oa 



Digitized by Google 



god's knowledge 07 US. 87 

a throne of grace, as working all things after 
the counsel of His own will ! to know Him in 
His own glorious world, where all His perfec- 
tions are displayed, all His attributes are realized, 
and all His gracious relations are enjoyed. O 
for the time, when we shall know, even as also 
we are known ! 

** My Esther knows my feeble frame, 
He knows how poor a worm I am. 

He knows. He knows it all. 
The least temptation serves to draw 
My footsteps from my Father's law. 

And makes me dide and M. 

** Of this I give Him daily proof. 
And yet He does not cast me off. 

But owns me still as His. 
He spares, He pities. He forgives 
The most rebellious child that lives ; 
So great His goodness is. 

** And shall I thence a pretext draw, 
Again to violate His law ? 

My soul revolts at this ; 
1 11 love, and wonder, and adore, 
And beg that I may sin no more 

Against such love as His." 
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" We having the same spuit of faith." 

2 Coa. iv. 18. 

Whether this passage refers primarily to 
the helieving spirit of the Apostles, or to the 
Holy Spirit as the author of faith, is of small 
consequence to us now. Faith is the gift of God. 
It distinguishes God's elect. It is of the opera- 
tion of God. As a gift, we receiTe it gratuitously 
from God. As a work, it is wrought in us by 
the Spirit of God. As an act we put it forth as 
the effect of the grace of God. Faith is divine 
in its origin, nature, and end. Without the 
Spirit, there is no faith. Without faith, there 
is no receiving Christ. Without receiving Christ, 
there is no salvation. We are therefore under 
the greatest obligation to the Holy Spirit, and 
ought to acknowledge our obligation, and speak 
well of His name. 

The Holy Spirit produces faith in us. He 
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quickens us, and we feel our lost anii miserable 
condition. He enlightens us, and ve see the 
exact adaptation of the Lord Jesus Christ to us. 
He is just what we want. He is eyerything we 
want. A desire springs up in our heart to possess 
Him. We look. We long. We feel as if we 
would give a world if Christ was ours. But 
doubt, fear, and suspicion works. We cannot 
exercise confidence in Him. We cannot cast 
our souls upon Him. We are afraid to trust for 
eternal life only to Him. Sometimes we ques- 
tion our warrant to do so. Sometimes we feel 
as if we would at once venture on Him. But 
there is no simple faith, the faith that brings the 
knowledge and enjoyment of salvation, but by 
the direct putting forth of the power of the Holy 
Spirit. He unveils Christ before us, opens His 
loving heart, exhibits the efficacy of His precious 
blood, shines upon some portion of His holy 
word, and confidence springs up. We see that 
we are welcome to Jesus. We feel that we can 
venture our everlasting all in His hands. We 
cast ourselves at His feet, confess our sin, grieve 
over our unbelief, appeal to BUs -mercy, feel that 
we can trust our all in His hands, and we are at 
peace. We believe the love that God hath to 
U8. We trust in the finished work of Christ 
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alone for acceptance with God. We renounce 
our own works. We put self out of the ques- 
tion. Jesus is our Saviour. His glorious work 
is our salvation. He is everything to us. We 
have entrusted everything to Him. He is to 
answer for us at the bar of justice. He is to de- 
liver us from Satan, sin, and hell. He is to confer 
upon us everything we need. He is to work all 
our woi^s in us. In a word, be a complete Saviour 
to us. We crown Him Lord of all, and desire 
to honour and glorify Him, in our bodies, souls, 
and spirits. Faith is produced. Here is the 
Holy Spirit's work. The author is concealed, 
for we are not conscious at the time, that any 
power but our own is employed, all appears so 
natural : and the Spirit does not speak of Him- 
self, but reveals Christ, testifies of Christ, leads 
to Christ, exalts Christ before us, and teaches us 
to place the crown of crowns on His head. 

The Holy Spirit sustains our faith. It needs 
t6 be frequently renewed, refreshed, and revived ; 
for it will droop, and fade, and become weak like 
a plant, unless it have air, sun, and dew. The re- 
newings of the Holy Spirit revive and strengthen 
faith, so that it battles with unbelief, and con- 
quers; with the world, and overcomes; with 
$atan, and makes him flee. Faith in itself, is a 
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poor, weak, timid thing; at least, such our faith, 
often seems to be ; but when backed, sustained, 
and strengthened by the Holy Spirit, there are 
few things that it cannot do. It is an inward 
conviction of the existence of inyisible realities, 
and a confident expectation of promised bless- 
ings. Thus it supports the mind, animates the 
spirit, pleads with God, urges us forward, and 
makes us more than conquerors through Him 
that loved us. 

The Holy Spirit directs our faith. Sometimes 
we turn from the gospel to the law, it may be 
unconsciously, but as sure as we do, we get 
straitened in our minds, bewildered in our judg- 
ments, troubled in our consciences, and hardened 
in our hearts. We look upon God as a Law- 
giver, rather than as a father; as exacting, 
rather than giving ; as angry, rather than love. 
Now are we troubled. Coldness, barrenness, 
and bondage are experienced by us. Sometimes 
we look too much into ourselves, pore over our 
corruptions, dwell upon the hidden evils of the 
heart, and are taken up with our own unworthi- 
ness ; then we begin to droop, despond, and give 
way to legal fears. We find no liberty in prayer. 
We have no heart for praise. We dare not ap- 
propriate the promises. The spirit ol a child is 
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lost, and the spirit of bondage retunis. We are 
bewOdered. We are like one in a labyrinth. We 
cannot retrace our steps, or return onto our 
rest. Like a lost sheep we continue to roam, 
wander, and bleat. Now the Holy Spirit, very 
graciously comes to take off the yoke of the law, 
to turn away the eye from ourselves, and direct 
our faith to Jesus afresh. Now He appears to us 
as the Law-fnlMer, as made of God unto us 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and re- 
demption. We behold Him a perfect Saviour. 
Having done aU for us, before we knew Him ; 
He will do all in us, and do it as in the other 
case, gratuitously. This meets our case. Our 
bonds are broken. The prison-door is opened. 
We come forth to the light. We feed in the 
ways. We joy in the Lord, and rejoice in the 
Hdy One of Israel. Faith in Jesus brings us 
the assurance of pardon, the sense of acceptance, 
the enjoyment of peace. Blessed be the Divine 
Comforter, for directing our faith to Jesus anew. 
The Holy Spirit excites our faith. It often 
becomes dull and inactive. Unless actively em- 
ployed at the throne of grace, and steadily taken 
up with the Lord Jesus, it is sure to beooiye 
weak and inactive. Like the plant in winter, 
there is life in the root, but no verdure or beauty 



Digitized by Google 



THE SPIEIT Of VAITH. 93 

on the boughs. Like some animals, there is life 
in the heart, but no energy or active power in 
the limbs. We cannot, at such times, exercise 
faith in prayer, or expect a loving answer from 
God's throne. We cannot exercise faith in God's 
providence, or believe that the dark clouds will 
bring fnitfol showers, and the frosts of winter, 
the beauties and blessings of spring. The pro- 
mise meets the eye, but brings no relief to the 
heart. The doctrines of grace appear clear and 
lovely, bat Uke the winter's nfght they are cold 
and powerless. With us, everything is, as our 
faith is. And our faith is often feeble, dull, and 
inactive. The Holy Spirit condescends to watch 
over the grace He has implanted, to keep His 
eye on the work He has wrought ; and in His 
own time, and by the means He is pleased to 
select. He comes and stirs up and excites our 
faith anew. Just now we were like the moult- 
ing eagle, crouching down, shivering, and cleav- 
ing to the dust, but now our youth is renewed, 
we mount upward, we catch the warm rays of 
the Sun of Bighteousness, we are strong, lively, 
and happy. We dasp the promise, and press it 
im the heart. We embrace the Saviour anew, 
and bless His adorable name. We enter into 
the Holiest afresh, and hold sweet, heart-melting. 
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soul-ravishing fellowship with God. Sweet, nn- 
utterably sweet, is the excitemeDt produced by 
these renewing visits of the Divine Monitor. 

The Holy Spirit perfects our faith. ELaving 
produced it as an act of sovereign grace. He 
sustains, directs, excites, and carries it on unto 
perfection. He feeds it with knowledge, guides 
it by wisdom, and strengthens it with power; so 
that the righteous holds on his way, and he that 
hath clean hands, waxes stronger and stronger. 
The faith that first led us to the cross for par- 
don, often leads us to the fountain for cleansing; 
the faith that first brought us to Christ, will 
never allow us to go on long, or far, without 
Christ. The faith that brought us to the door 
of the sheep-fold, will bring us to the gates of 
glory. Faith will work in us, and we shall work, 
war, and walk under its influence, until we re- 
ceive the end of our faith, even the complete 
salvation of our souls. Faith is the root of every 
Christian grace. Faith is the life of our religion, 
but the Holy Spirit is the life of faith. Let us 
therefore honour Him, as the worker of faith in 
us ; and while we look principally to Jesus as 
the object of faith, the store-house of every bleiB- 
ing, the Alpha and Omega, of the -Qospel ; lei 
us not forget) fail to realize, or oease to acknow 
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ledge the goodness and grace of the Holy Spirit 
of God, who is to ns " /A« S^rit of faith, " 
Spirit Jehovah, we worship Thee, and beseech 
Thee to strengthen that which Thou hast 
wrought in us! Thou hast given us a little 
fiaith, give us more; make us like Abraham^ 
strong in faith, giving glory to God. And if the 
eye of an unbeliever rests upon this page, let it 
please Thee through it, to produce faith in his 
heart, that he may flee to Jesus, embrace the 
cross, find peace, and obtain everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

" !Lord, we lie before Thy feet ; 
Look on all our deep distress; 
Thy rich mercy may we meet ; 

Clothe us with Thy righteousness ; 
Stretch forth Thy idmighty hand; 
^ Hold us up, and we shall stand. 

" O that clofl|^e could cleave 
To Thy mKding, dying breast ! 
Give us firmly to believe, 
And to enter into rest, 
liord, increase, increase our faith ; 
JAake us £uthflil unto death ! " 
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PERPLEXITY. 
"What shall I say ?**— IflAl. xxxviiL 16. 

Such an exclamation escaped from the lips of 
Joshua, and it was the language of hitter dis- 
appointment, for Israel fled before their enemies, 
Josh. vii. 11. The same words were uttered by 
our adorable Lord when His soul was over- 
whelmed with grief, in the prospect of His 
agonies and bloody sweat. His cross and sacri- 
flcial death : " Now is My soul troubled ; and 
what shall I say?" John xii. 27. Here it is the 
language of one who was filled with perplexity 
by the dispensations of Divine Providence. BUs 
soul was oppressed, his spitfMnoumed, and he 
compared his prayers to the chattering of a 
crane or a swallow. Beloved, such is the case 
with us sometimes; our circumstances are so 
painful, so different from what we anticipated, 
that in bewilderment we exclaim^ " What shaU 
Isay?" Say? why, 

l>'lrst, we must say, that Qod's dealmgs are 
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Yeiy sijsierious. His ways are not as our ways, 
nor His thoughts as our thoughts. His way is 
in the dea, and His path in the mighty waters, 
and His footsteps are not known. We looked 
for light, but behold darkness. We expected 
success, but we meet with failure. We antici- 
pated prosperity, but we are plunged in adver- 
sity. Our purposes are broken oif. Our plans 
are firostrated. Our skies are clothed with clouds. 
Truly with the church we must say, "Verily, 
Thoa art a God that hidest Thyself, God of 
larael, the Saviour." ''What shaU I say?" Say, 

Secondly, the words of Jesus are still true : 
"In the world ye shall have tribulation." He 
foresaw it. He appointed it. He foretold it. 
But we were very backward to believe it. How- 
ever it may be with others, we did hope that it 
would be different with us; or, that past trials 
wotdd suffice, and that we should be exempted 
in future. But, no, almost every day brings 
some new trial, some fresh trouble, some unex- 
pected cross. O Saviour, Thy words are indeed 
true ! It is " through much tribulation that we 
must enter into the kingdom of God." " IVhai 
Shan I say F" Say, 

Thirdly, that some of God's promises require 
strong faith to believe them. He has assured 

H 
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US that He will rejoice over us to do us good; 
that He will hear our prayers, and listen to our 
cries; that all things shall work together for 
our good. But where are the answers to our 
prayers now? How can these losses, crosses, 
difficulties, dangers, and disappointments do us 
good? Where is His love, His zeal for my 
welfare. His tender mercy now ? Is He still the 
same ? Is He yet in one mind ? Must I believe 
that this, is the very best thing that could happen 
to me ? Yes, His promises and His covenant 
relations require it. But, oh, how difficult! 
What strong faith it requires; and mine, oh, 
how weak ! " What shall I say f " Say, 

Fourthly, that God will do just as He pleases 
with His own children. He has the right, and 
He will exercise it. He will cross our wills, 
hedge up our paths, cut off our expectations, and 
give us wormwood and gall to drink. And why ? 
Because He loves to pain us, or takes pleasure 
in our sighs and sorrows ? No. Oh, no ! But 
because He consults our welfare. Because Re is 
wiser than we are. Why am I poor, and my 
brother rich ? Why am I sick, and my sister 
healthy P Why are my efforts crossed, and mj 
brother's crowned with success? Our Tather 
refuses to answer such questions. He asks^ 
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May I not do as I will with m j own P He bids, 
" Go thy way, thou shalt stand in thy lot in the 
end of the days." He kindly qniets ns by the 
assurance^ "What I do thou knowest not now, 
but thou shalt know hereafter." Well did the 
patriarch exchiim, "He giveth not account of 
any of His matters." Our Father wisely appoints 
the lot of every one of His children. He has 
mapped out the path in which they are to traveL 
He hath appointed their bounds, which they 
cannot pass. Then with Job we say, "He is in 
one mind, and who can turn Him ? What His 
soul desireth, even that He doeth. He folfilleth 
the thing that is appointed for me, and many 
such things are with Him." This is often 
deeply trying ; but " what skaU I say ?" Say, 
Fifthly, that the trial of faith is often very 
severe, exceedingly painful. Gold is the finest 
of metals, and is tried more than any other ; but 
the trial of our faith is much more severe, 
thorough, and precious than gold. Never did 
the Holy Spirit work faith in a smner's heart 
but the providence of God tried it. And when 
it is passing through the fire to be separated 
from all carnal, sensual dross, how exceedingly 
small it sometimes appears; yea, sometimes 
when we seek it, it cannot be found. The fire 
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causes the dross to rise to ^e top, and all ire 
can see is fear, doubt, unbelief, self-pit j, ooin- 
pl(iining, perplexity, envy, fretfulness, vexation, 
and pride. We look for our faith, which before 
the trial appeared so healthy and so strong, but 
where is it P Untried faith is uncertain faith at 
best. Providence prepares the furnace, lights 
the fire, lays on the fuel, and our poor feith 
must pass through the ordeaL How difficult to 
say sometimes, " Though He slay me, yet will I 
trust in Hm." And to belieye that this rough 
road is the right road, which leads to the dty of 
habitations. But tried faith will be found unto 
honour, and glory, and praise at the appearing 
of Jesus Christ. Still, while the smoke of the 
furnace obscures our prospects, and the fiames 
curl arouad our souls, we are often led to cry 
out, "Whaishatt I say?*' Say, 

Sixthly, that patience and perseverance are 
required under our trials. We may not murmur, 
we must not complain, bbt patiently follow 
wherever the Lord leads, and quietly bear what- 
ever the Lord lays on. He will not lay on us 
more than we are able to bear ; but with every 
temptation He will make a way for our escape, 
that we may be able to bear it. Patience must 
calm the spirit, quiet the heart, and dose the 

Digitized by Google 



PSBPLEXTTY. 101 

mouth. Then shall we say with the Psalmist, 
"I was damh, I opened not my mouth, hecause 
thou didst it." Had it been man, it might have 
been wrong ; had it been chance, it might have 
been injurious ; but it was Thou, and, therefore, 
it must be wise, holy, and kind. We are re- 
quired quietly to persevere, to go on, though 
the way is ru^ed, though the thorns pierce our 
feet, though we cannot see one step before us. 
We must walk by faith, not by sight, believing 
that we are safe in the midst of danger, right 
though everythiog is perplexing, and that all 
will end well. Still, though we try to exercise 
patience, and slowly press forward in the trying 
path, we shall be prompted at tunes to exclaim, 
''WkatshaUIsayF" Say, 

Seventhly, that when Satan hinders, none but 
God can effectually help ; therefore, we must look 
to Him. Satan is our sworn foe, our fierce and 
watchful enemy. If he cannot drive us back, 
he will try to hinder us, and make our work and 
our way bitter to our souls. His opposition is 
no child's play. He is no feeble foe, or inex- 
perienced opponent. He hindered Paul, and he 
has hindered us. He will always try to hinder 
us, either by lulling us asleep, attracting us from 
the rig^t road, or blocking up our path with 
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difficulties and temptations. With snoh a foe» 
so crafty, so crael, so diligent, so determined, 
what can we do P Do P say with poor, tried and 
trouhled Micah, "Therefore will I look nnto the 
Lord ; I will wait for the God of my salvation : 
my Gk>d will hear me. Then he that is my 
enemy shall see it, and shame shall cover him 
that said nnto me. Where is the Lord thy God P 
For now shall he be trodden down as the mire 
of the streets." O Satan, thou art a cursed and 
cruel foe ; but thy day is coming, and soon shall 
I pkce my foot on thy accursed head; and in 
the faith of this I can now say, "Eejoice not 
against me, O mine enemy ; for when I fall, I 
shall arise ; when I sit in darkness, the Lord 
shall be a light unto me." Still, Satanic in- 
fluence, and Satanic hindrances, do often 
make us sigh out, " fVhat shall 1 say f " Say P 
why I will say. 

Finally, that however rough the road, the end 
will more than make up for its toils and trials, 
for the end shall be blessed. Yes, my soul, 
" there is an end, and thy expect-^tios shall not 
be cut ofip." " Light is sown for the righteous, 
and gladness for the upright in heart." I may 
now be in darkness, — ^I may now be misrepre- 
sentedf^-I may now foolishly question even God's 
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futlifiilness ; bat " I will commit my way unto 
the Lord ; I will trust also in Him, and He sliall 
bring it to pass ; for He shall bring me forth to 
the Ught, and I shall behold His righteousness." 
I will say then, that God is faithful, that His 
word is true, that His promises are sure, that 
His ways are right, and that His perfections 
shall be glorified, by-and-bye, by His dealings 
with me now. I wfll say, I have an Advocate 
above, Jesus Christ the righteous One, — ^I have a 
staff on which I can lean, a hope that will not 
make me ashamed, a faith that will not fail, and 
a prospect, notwithstanding all, of an inheritance 
that is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for me. I will say, 
that in my best moments, I believe that I shidl 
overcome, and be more than a conqueror over 
every foe, through Him which hath loved me, 
and given Himself for me! Blessed be His 
holy name, for wisdom to guide, and grace to 
help me in all the past ; I will now endeavour 
to confide in Him, and trust Him for all that is 
to come. 



Digitized by Google 



A SOLEMN THOUGHT. 
"Axe not my days few ? "—Job x. 20. 

Texts the afflicted patriarch appealed to the 
Lord, when he sought a mitigation of his suffer- 
ings, and relief from his fears.* Are not my days 
few ? Then pity me, spare me, and send me re- 
lief. Eeader, let us take home the inquiry to 
ourselves. It may awaken some profitable 
thoughts, and excite some useful emotions. You 
may he Hving as if you thought that your days 
would be many. Living in sin, in folly, neglect- 
ing your everlasting concerns. You may be rising 
early and sitting up late to amass wealth, or save 
money. You may be indulging in late hours in bed, 
or spending much of your time in carnal gratifi- 
cations. You may be planning and scheming, 
and working and acting, as if you were to live 
here for ever, or were at least sure of many years 
to come. Years! why we are not sure of months, 
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weeks, days, hours, nay minutes. At the be.it 
our days will be few. 

If our days are but few, let us be careful to 
fill them up, having some useM and profitable 
employment for every hour. Let us employ 
them for the best of purposes, even to secure the 
salvation of our souLs, and a great and glorious 
reward when the Lord Jesus shall come to re- 
ward every man according to his works. Let 
there be time for prayer. Por prayer in private. 
Forfvayer in the family, for prayer with the 
church of God. Let us never neglect meetings 
for prayer. They are otgreat importance, and 
properly attended to must be profitable. Let 
there be time for praise. How much cause we 
have to prabe God. How many things we have 
to praise God for. Our life. Our health. Our 
food. Our raiment. Our homes. Our Sab- 
baths. Our bibles. Our sanctuaries. Our civil 
and religious liberty. A good hope, if we are 
believers. But time would fail me to enumerate 
particulars. Surely we ought then to have time 
for praise. Set times for praise. Seasons set 
apart on purpose to praise God. Times to go 
alone that we may praise our God for His in- 
numerable mercies conferred upou us. Let there 
be time for reading. Especially for reading God's 
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word. The soul needs to be fed. Truth is the 
food of the mind. As we always find time to 
feed our bodies, let ns not starve our souls. 
Many can find time for three or four meals a-daj 
for the body, but they cannot find time seriously 
and slowly to read one chapter in the day to feed 
the soul. Let there be time for meditation. Bj 
reading we take in food, by meditation we digest 
it. Reading without meditation does us but 
little good. We can meditate as we go to and 
from our employment, and very often when en- 
gaged in it. We need lose no time for it» nor 
injure any one by it. Jjet there be time to do 
good to others. One object that God has in view 
in continuing us in this world, is that we may 
be of use to those about us. There should be 
time to call in and see the sick. To visit the 
bereaved. To speak a kind word to the widow 
and the fatherless. To render pecuniary assist- 
ance to those in want, according as God has 
prospered us. Many would have more, if they 
gave away more. God would entrust us with 
more, if we had a heart to do good with it. 
Money is given us to be divided between our- 
selves, our friends, our needy neighbours, and 
God's cause. Let us try and do a little good 
every day. If we only dry one tear, soothe one 
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sorrowful heart, comfort one troubled spirit, it 
is something, and sometliing worth living for too. 
If mif days are few, then 1 shall not want 
much temporal good. However much I may 
have, I can only enjoy a certain amount. How- 
ever much I may have, I must soon leave it. Let 
me not, then, crave much of this world's good. 
A little with God's blessing, — a little with a con- 
tented mind, — a little with a heart to do good 
with it, is better than great riches without. En- 
joyment does not consist in the quantity thai 
we possess, or even its quality, but on the state 
of the heart. Ifthe heart be right, a good mea- 
sure of comfort is certain. If my days are few, 
then it is comparatively of little consequence 
what men say of me, or think about me, if con» 
science and God approve. Men may asperse 
my character, misrepresent my conduct, and 
suppose me to be influenced by wrong motives ; 
but if my days are few, if God approve of me, 
what will it matter in a few years what men 
have said about me ? Happy is the man who 
when so treated can say, " My witness is in hea- 
ven, and my record is on high." If my days 
are few, then my trials will soon be over, my 
troubles will soon end, and my conflicts wiU 
soon cease. Let it, then, be my constant care 
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to bear my trials patiently, to endure my troubles 
meekly, and to pass through my conflicts coura- 
geously. If my davs are few, then time wUl 
soon end with me, eternity will soon open upon 
me, and I shall soon know what heaven or hell 
is. How solemn ! In a few days I ftay be in 
heaven. I may sec the Lamb in the mindst of 
the throne. I may be joining with the triumph- 
ing multitude in the presence of God. I may be 
absolutely certain that I am safe, and safe for 
ever. I may be filled with all the fulness of God. 
But in a few days I may be in heU / In heU P 
Yes, in hell ! In unquenchable fire ! In ever- 
lasting burnings! In unutterable torments! 
The sport of devils. The companion of lost 
souls. Under the blighting, blasting, and wither- 
ing curse of God. Hell ! Who can teU what 
hell is ? Who can describe its tortures, its hor- 
rors, its terrific scenes ? Are not my days few ? 
Yes ; then they must soon land me in heaven or 
hell. My last day will soon be here. It was 
never so near as now. But am I ready for it ? 
Should I rejoice if to-morrow were my last ? If 
six o'clock to-night terminated my last day, and 
1 knew it, would it make me feel happy P Or 
would it awaken fear P Or would it fill me with 
alarmP 
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Bieader, your days are few. They may be very 
few, much fewer than you have calculated on. 
Suppose they should ! Suppose the decree had 
gone forth from the eternal throne, To-morrow 
thou shalt die, and you were to be informed of 
it by some angelic messenger who heard it pro- 
nounced, how would you feel P How ? What 
would you do P Do ! i can scarcely tell what 
you would do. But I know what you oiighi to 
do, and to do now. That is, seek and make sure 
of an interest in the Lord Jesus Christ. To be 
washed in His precious blood, to be clothed in 
His glorious righteousness^ and to be sanctified 
by His most Holy Spirit. Let me most affec- 
tionately beseech you not to pass another night 
without bowing the knee and smrendering the 
heart to God, that so when your few days are 
past, you may be eternally happy. Flee, flee to 
Jesus, and trust in His precious blood. 

•• For you the purple current flow'd, 
111 pardons from His wounded dde ; 

X/anguish'd for you the Son of GUkL ; 
FoV you the Prince of Glory died : 

Belieye,— and all your sin's forgiven ; 

Only believe, and yours is heaven I ** 
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"If any man will oome after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow Me.'*— Luke ix. 23. 

Eyebt Christian professes to oome after Christ. 
He forsakes all other guides, and renounces all 
other lords. He comes up to Christ; hut he 
must not pass hy, or strive to get before 'Christ. 
He looks to Christ to save him, to rule him, to 
be his Master and Lord. He comes to Christ, 
as lost, to be saved ; as naked, to be clothed; as 
miserable, to be made bappy; as ignorant, to be 
instructed; and as having nothing, that from 
Jesus he may receive all things. He is a sinner ; 
Jesus is to be a Saviour. To save, not only by 
what He did without him, but by working in 
him, and requiring of him. He requires a full 
surrender, the subjection of the entire person, 
the consecration of the whole life. If He justify 
us. He will rule us. If He atone for our sina^ 
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He will have our services. If He give us grace, 
He will require obedience. "If any man wiD 
come after me." Lord, I will follow Thee! "Will 
you P then, hear my requirements. If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself F " 

"Let him deny his own natural wUl" for it 
runs contrary to the will of God. The church 
is to be one body, ruled by one will, and that will 
the wiU of Christ. Every believer is to seek to 
know what is the will of Christ on every subject ; 
and having ascertained it, to prefer it, bow to 
it, and endeavour to carry it out. Whatever is 
opposed to the will of Christ in the church is 
sin. My own will, and my own way, are to be 
given up, and exchanged for the will and way of 
Jesus. "Let a man deny his own natural (2e«tre«." 
He will desire fame, honour, ease, wealth. Let 
aU these be denied, and let him desire to be, 
and to do, just what Jesus requires. If duty 
lead him into obscurity, let him be willing to 
go there ; if it lead him into disgrace, let 
him be willing to suffer it; if it bring pain, 
privation, and suffering, let him willingly en- 
dure them; if it make hinf poor, and keep 
him poor, let him be willing to be of "the 
poor of this world," whom God hath chosen. It 
is not what I desire that is to rule me, but 

Digitized by Google 



112 THE BA.nOVR*S BEqtJiBKMBNTS. 

what Christ requires of me ; His will as revealed 
in His word is to be my rule, and His Spirit and 
providence are to be my guide. " Let a man 
deny his own natural love oi pleasure** Carnal 
gratification is sure to be sinful either in its 
nature or effects, therefore it is not to be fol- 
lowed. Jesus pleased not Himself. Paul pleased 
not himsdf. lliey sought not their own pleasure, 
or mere animal or intellertual gratification, but 
constantly aimed at something higher and holier. 
Jesus ever kept the end of His mission in yeiw : 
"I came not to do mine own will, but the will 
of Him that sent me." Paul was guided by the 
admonition he delivered to the churches: "Ye 
are not your own, ye are bought with a price, 
therefore glorify God in your bodies and spirits, 
wWch are God's." To obey Christ, and not to 
please or gratify ourselves, is our one business. 
"They that are Christ's have crucified the flesh 
with the affections and lusts." The flesh is on 
the cross, not on the throne. But, alas, how 
mAny professors pamper the flesh, obey the flesh, 
and crucify the spirit. Here the flesh lusts to 
follow the fashions of the world, in " gold, pearls, 
and costly array ;" there it affects a fine dwelling, 
expensive furniture, and high living ; in lower 
circles the pipe, the intoxicating cup, the excur- 

Digitized by Google 



THE SAVIOUB.*S BEQUI&EMEN7S. 113 

sion-traiii, &c. ; and instead of its being crueified, 
it is consulted, caressed, and indulged. God's 
money is squandered, God's time is wasted, and 
God's precepts are disregarded. "Let a man 
deny himself," said the Saviour. " Nay," say 
many professors, " there is no need for it. I can 
indulge my love of finery, I can gratify my natu- 
ral appetite, I can walk according to the customs 
of the world, and yet go to heaven at last." 
"Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and 
pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war 
against the soul," said Peter. " Nay," say many, 
'' I see no reason to act as if we were strangers, 
or to conduct ourselves as if we were pilgrims ; 
we had better do as the generality do, and all 
will be right at last." Self-denial is out of fashion; 
it is seldom preached by some, and quite as seldom 
practised by others. 

** Let him take up his cross and follow me." 
The true Christian is condemned by the world, 
he is looked upon as a poor, contemptible, 
wretched slave, who deserves crucifixion, because 
he testifies against it, and bears witness that 
the works thereof are evil. He is to realize this, 
and instead of being ashamed of it, he iis to take 
up the cross, the instrument of torture^ disgrace, 
and death, and bear it after Jesus. Lovinsr 
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Jesas more than father^ mother, brpther, sister, 
e83e, pleasure, wealth, fame, fashion, finery, 
delicious food, liberty, man's sanction, yea, than 
his own life also, he is to act for Christ, in obedi- 
ence to Christ, through so acting is considered 
as degrading and disgraceful, as carrying a cross 
to the place of execution. This was the spirit 
that actuated the Apostles, the primitive Chris- 
tians, the martyrs and the host of sufferers for 
Christ in the days of old. " Let him follow me,'' 
says Jesus. That is, " Let him imitate me. Do 
as I have done. Copy my example. Tread in 
my steps." Oh, brethren, how different it is 
with us ! How unlike the self-denying Jesus 
we are ! How little do we feel or act as Paul 
did, who said, " I keep under my body, and bring 
it into subjection ; lest that by any means, when 
I have preached to others, I myself should be a 
cast-away," And, again, speaking of himself 
and fellow-believers, " We labour, that whether 
present or absent, we may be accepted of Him." 
A little self-denial practised by the church in 
general would soon pay all our chapel-debts, fill 
our missionary-treasury, bring every poor saint 
out of the union-houses, and supply the wants 
of the ministers of Christ and poor godly widows. 
There are ornaments enough worn by church- 
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members to do all this and more ; and what is 
spent in tobacco, snnff, perfumes, wines, spirits, 
and luxuries for the table, unnecessary /or, if 
not injurious to, health, would prevent the need 
of collections ! 

But are there no cautions necessary in the 
practice of self-denial P Yes, but few, very few, 
need them now-a^ays. Take the following. We 
are not to injure our hegith. Health is a talent 
that is to be taken care of, and employed for 
Christ, and whatever would injure or destroy 
our health is to be avoided. Whatever would 
unfit us for devotion is not required. Close, 
constant, and intimate intercourse with God is 
necessary to maintain spiritual life in its vigour, 
and should, therefore, be sought in the closet, 
in the sanctuary, in the family, and by lifting up 
the heart while engaged in our daily avocations ; 
while everything that hinders us, or unfits us 
for it, should be as carefully avoided. Whatever 
renders us unnecessarily singular before men is 
to be avoided. We are not to imitate the mul- 
titude who do evil *but we are not needlessly to 
disgust them. But neatness, plainness, and in- 
expensive habits, especially if what is thus saved 
is spent to make others comfortable, and to 
promote the cause of Christ, will never do so. 
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No reasonable person will be disgusted with 
another for wearing an inexpensive garment, or 
living in a pbunly-fomished dwelling, in order 
to relieve the fatherless, supply the widow, and 
spread the truth of God. Whatever would 
eheriah pride and self-righteousness is also to 
be avoided. Some may be proud of plainness, 
others may make a righteousness of self-denial, 
and trust in it for acceptance before God ; no- 
thing can be more wrong. But because some 
abuse it, we are not to neglect it, seeing the 
Lord Jesus imperatively commands it. We 
should trust in nothing but the perfect work of 
Jesus for our acceptance before God ; we should 
glory in nothing but the cross of Christ : yet 
while we do so, we should never forget that He 
" gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works.** 

Self 'denial should be practised, out of love to 
Christ. The Christian should say, " 1 love 
Jesus, because He first loved me ; and because 
I love Jesus, I will not indulge the flesh, but 
endeavour to put off the old man with his deeds, 
and put on the new man, that so 1 may appear 
to be a new creation, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works/' Self-denial should be prao- 
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iaaedy to please God. "BecanselbelieTeitwill 
please God. I will abstain from this, 1 will avoid 
that, I wiA walk circomspectlj, 1 will avoid the 
very appeaiauce of evil, I will endeavour to 
perfect holiness, to poiify myself, even as He is 
pnre. I will not seek my own happiness, much 
less the gratification of my animal nature, first 
or principally, but my object shall be to please 
God. A duty may be trying, or burdensome, or 
be by some considered disgraceful, but I will 
take up this cross, I will cany it, encouraged 
by the persuasion, it will please God.*' Self- 
denial should be practised, to kelp God's cause, 
God does not need our help, He can do without 
it. But He honours us by asking for it, by using 
it, by crowning it with His blessing. His truth 
was committed to the saints, that they may 
spread it over the face of the wide world, pre- 
serve it pure and unmbced, and defend it against 
every foe. It was to be copied and circulated. 
It was to be preached, regularly and universally. 
To do this, men, money, and influence would be 
necessary; and God requires us to furnish them. 
With a little self-denial we may do it ; but for want 
of self-denial churches are in debt, missionaries 
are needed, and mission-funds are low ; and this 
is the case when professors are more numerous. 
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self-denial in writing these lines, — mj flesfa 
shrunk from it. I fancy the devil tried to dis- 
suade me from it. Something within whispered, 
"Writing thns, you will ccmd^nn yourself." 
Well, so let it be; ^et me be condemned, if the 
Lord's people can be benefited. I feel con- 
demned, justly condemned. I deserve to be con- 
demned. But will a sense of condemnation lead 
to humiliation, confession, and reformation? 
That is the point. [Reader, what say yd»f 
Shall we carry the matter to a throne of grace> 
shall we humbly confess our sins, shall we seek 
gi'ace to help us to practise self-denial in future P 
Oh, for that grace that will enable us, when 
tempted to indulge the flesh, neglect our duty, 
lose sight of Christ's honour, or seek to please 
ourselves instead of pleasing God, to stand Hke 
a rock, press on like the apostle, and ex.claim 
with the Tirshatha, " So did not I, because of 
the fear of the Lord." And let us never forget 
the solemn words, "If ye live after the flesh ye 
shall die: hut if ye through the Spirit do 
mortify the deeds of the body ye shall Uve" 
Bom. viii. 13. 
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" The Spirit of Christ which was in them." 
1 Pet. l 11. 

The Spirit who was in the Prophets, inspiring 
them to make divine communications to man, is 
said to be the Spirit of Christ. The same Spirit 
was in the Apostles, and the writers of the New 
Testament. That Spirit is now in every believer. 
He came at different times, in different forms, for 
different purposes ; but it was always the same 
Divine Agent, the same loving testifier of Christ. 
To Him we are indebted for all we know of 
Christ, for all we enjoy of Christ, and for all the 
resemblance we bear to Christ. One cannot but 
feel love to the Holy Spirit for His love to 
Jesus, and the honour that He puts upon our 
beloved Lord. O Spirit of Jesus, come now and 
assist me To write a few profitable lines upon this 
subject, and then bless them to the hearts of 
Thy dear people ! 
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The Holy Spirit revealed Christ. Every pro- 
mise of Christ, every prediction of Christ, every 
type of Christ, in the Holy Scriptnres, was given 
by the Holy Spirit. Even in the very early ages 
of the church He took of the things of Jesus and 
showed them to His people. The Spirit reveals 
Jesus still. No sinner every saw His glory, 
grace, and beauty, but in the Holy Spirit's light. 
The first heart-affecting view of Jesus we ever 
had, and all the soul-ravishing manifestations of 
Him since, are from this blessed Spirit of Christ. 
Still had he been to us a stone of stumbling and 
rook of offence, or like a root out of the dry 
ground, "virithout form or comeliness, had it not 
been for the Holy Spirit. He opened the blind 
eyes of our understanding. He presented the 
sweet portrait of Christ in the mirror of the 
gospel, He threw divine light between the eye 
and the object. He pointed out His varied beau- 
ties and excellencies, and so won our affections 
and ravished our hearts. Blessed Spirit, reveal 
Jesus to us yet more clearly, and let us often 
behold him as the chief among ten thousand, the 
altogether lovely One ! 

The Holy Spirit qualified Christ for His work. 
Hence it was predicted, "The Spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and 
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understandiiig, the Spirit of counsel and might, 
the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
Lord : and shall make Him of quick understand- 
ing in the fear of the Lord ; and He shall not 
judge after the sight of His eyes, neither reprove 
after the hearing of His ears," &c. Therefore, 
we read that in the synagogue of Nazareth, when 
the Book of the Prophet Esaias was giren Him 
to read. He unrolled it, and read, " The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, because He hath anointed 
me to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath 
sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised, to prockim the acceptable year of the 
Lord ;" and then added, " This day is this Scrip- 
ture fulfilled in your ears." Thus, the human 
nature of our Lord and Saviour was qualified for 
the work He came into the world to accomplish; 
and we read that " He was led by the Spirit," 
filled with the Spirit, and " through the eternal 
Spirit offered Himself without spot to God." 

The Holy Spirit was given to Christ. This 
seems to have been one of the stipulations in the 
everlasting covenant, that Jesus was to come, to 
teach, work, suffer, die, rise, and return to His 
Father, and then receive the Holy Spirit as a re- 
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uraoii for Eis work. The Spirit, therefore, was 
conferred on Jesus, promised by Jesus, and at 
length conferred by Him on His Apostles, and 
then upon His whole church. Jesus now pos- 
sesses the Spirit in all His vast and glorious 
fulness ; He sends the Spirit to quicken, call, 
and sanctify the purchase of His blood ; to 
qualify, set apart, employ, and sanction, the in- 
struments He uses for the accomplishment of 
His purposes. He is now the Spirit of Christ, 
acting as it were under Jesus for the fulfilment 
of the predictions and promises of the word, and 
for carrying on the Divine government in the 
church and in the world. Saviour, send Thy 
Holy Spirit into Thy church, in all the fulness 
of His gifts and graces, to rouse her up, to put 
life into her, and to crown her efforts with suc- 
cess ! O Jesus, send Thy Holy Spirit into my 
heart, to purify, adorn, and fill it with holiness, 
that it may be a fit residence for the living God, 
and a means of blessing to all around me ! 

The Holy Spirit glorifiea Christ. This is His 
special work. Whatever He does in the world, 
whatever He confers on the church, whatever 
He produces in the heart, this is His object,—- 
to glorify Jesus. Low thoughts of Christ, mean 
views of Christ, or unworthy expressions con- 
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ceming Christ, never come from the Holy Spirit, 
or meet iirith His sanction. But erery bright 
view of His glory, every sweet discovery of His 
person, every act of adoration, every exercise of 
faith on His word and work, every heart-felt 
consecration of ourselves to His service and 
praise, is from the Holy Spirit. Just in pro- 
portion as we are under the work, teachings, and 
influence of the Holy Spirit, will be our sweet 
views of Christ, confidence in Christ, love to 
Christ, zeal for Christ, and desire to exalt Him, 
extol Him, and set Him on high. The Spirit 
strips us, empties us, gives us vivid views of 
our own depravity, pollution, baseness, wretched- 
ness, and misery, on purpose to glorify Christ : 
and, oh, how precious, how unspeakably precious, 
is Jesus to our souls, when under such views of 
ourselves He is revealed to us as our Saviour, 
Brother, "Friend ! No laagaage can convey our 
feelings, or express our desires for His glory and 
honour. The more we are under the Spirit* s 
teachings, the more shall we see of the dignity, 
majesty, glory, perfection, excellency, and suita- 
bility of our dear Kedeemer. In every instance 
where the Spirit of Christ is. He leads the soul 
to crown Him "Lord of all." 
The Holy Spirit endears Christ. Our love to 
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Christ is just in proportion to onr sense of onr 
need of Him, oar realization of interest in Him, 
our feeling of obligation to Him, and our inti- 
mate fellowship and communion with Him. And 
these are just in proportion as we are under the 
power and teaching of the Holy Spirit. The 
faith which the Spirit produces always embraces 
Christ. Christ in His glorious person, finished 
work, sufficient sacrifice, powerful intercessian, 
glorious offices, and gracious characters. And to 
those who believe He is precious. Precious, not 
only in their estimation, but in their experience. 
They feel Him to be precious. His very name 
is as ointment poured forth. In proportion as 
they get near to Him they are happy. In pro- 
portion to their resemblance to Him they are 
satisfied. When they come up out of the hor- 
rible pit, and feel themselves extricated from the 
miry clay, and view itsMs as their Deliverer, as 
having delivered them by suffering, bleeding, 
dying, and rising for them, how precious, how 
unutterably precious. He is to them ! And when 
they have been waUdng in darkness, questioning 
their state, drooping, doubting, desponding, and 
almost despairing, and they again read their in- 
terest in Him, realize nesmiess to Him, and are 
assured of His love to them, how dear, inexpres- 
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siblj dear. He is to them then ! But this expe- 
rience flows from the work of the most gracious 
and condescending Spirit of Christ. Without 
His rcnewings there would be no revivings, res- 
torations, or rejoicing in Jesus anew. Spirit of 
Christ, endear Jesus to me daily ! I consent 
that the flesh shall be mortified, that the world 
shall be crucified unto me, if I may but feel and 
enjoy Jesus as precious to my heart ! 

Finally, the Holy Spirit conforms to Christ. 
This is the great end He has in view. The per- 
son of Christ is the model after which He works. 
We are to be like Him. We are predestinated 
to be conformed to the image of God's only-be- 
gotten Son. The gospel is the instrument by 
which He generally operates. In the gospel 
Jesus is unveiled, and stands forth as the glory 
of God. There the glory of God may be viewed 
without injury. He takes away the veil from 
our hearts, and as Paul writes, so we experience : 
" We aU, in an unveiled face, beholding as in a 
glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 
same image, from glory to glory, even afe by the 
Spirit of the Lord." Every red view of Christ 
is transforming. We see Him now in grace, in 
His humiliated state, and are changed into His 
likeness. We shall soon see Him in His glo 
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rified state, and be perfectly conformed to Him. 
Hence John testifies, " Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be ; bat we know that when He shall ap- 
pear we shall be like Him, for we shaU see Him 
as He is" Blessed Spirit, daily carry on Thy 
sanctifying work in onr hearts ! To that end, 
fix the eyes of onr minds daily and steadily on 
the Lord Jesns ; may He be always before ns ; 
and may we become gradually more and more 
like Him ! Oh, for conformity to Jesus ! Oh, 
for this proof, above all others, that the Spirit 
of Christ dwelleth in ns ! 

Header, those are solemn, heart-affecting words 
of the apostle, " They that are in the flesh can- 
not please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but 
in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God 
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the 
/Spirit of Christ, he is none of His" None of 
His ! What ! not belonging to Jesus ! No, un- 
less we have Christ's Spirit we are none of His 
people : and wherever the Spirit of Christ is. He 
reveals Christ to the understanding, enthrones 
Christ in the affections, gives Christ the control 
of the will, endears Christ to the heart, glorifies 
Christ in the soul, and conforms the person to 
the lovely likeness of Christ. What know you 
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of these ihiags P Is the Spirit of Christ within 
you P Do you know Christ P Love Him, live 
upon Him, walk in fellowship with Him, and 
obey Him P The Holy Spirit turns the eye from 
everything to Jesus ; and just in proportion as 
we are under His influence and teaching, shall 
we turn away our eyes from our works, our 
wealth, our offices, and our corruptions, and fix 
them simply and steadily on Jesus. Reader, 
there is no religion without the Spirit of Christ, 
and we have not the Spirit of Christ unless we 
lie low in the dust before God, rest on the 
finished work of Christ for our acceptance with 
God, and desire and strive to be like Christ in 
this present evil world. The true standard of 
excellency is the example of Christ ; and we have 
ju:»t as much religion as we have likeness to 
Christ, and no more. Spirit of Jesus, descend 
on the reader's heart; fill the soul with Thy 
presence and power; and make these lines tlie 
means of endearing Jesus to His people, and of 
bringing rebellious sinners to His feet. 
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'* Show us Thy meroy, O Lord, and grant us Tby 
salvation/'— PsAL. Ixxxv. 7. 

The church recognises God's goodness, and 
pleads the grace He has displayed. She pleads 
that He has been favourable to His land, has 
brought back the captivity of Jacob, has forgiven 
the iniquity of His people, taken away all His 
wrath, and turned from the fierceness of His 
anger. Then she prays that He would turn her, 
revive her, rejoice her heart, and do so by show- 
ing His mercy, and granting His salvation. We 
should look back to see what the Lord has done, 
to encourage us to seek and expect blessings at 
His hands. If the Lord has given us one spiritual 
blessing. He intends to give us more. Each is 
introductory to some other. If He begin a good 
work, He will carry it on. If He have a favour 
toward us. He will bring us to His feet, teach 
up to pray, give us penitence, produce faith in 
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our hearts, enablt us to wait and hope, and then 
grant us His salvation. 

"Show us Thy mercy, O Lord.'* Discover, 
display, and exert it. Mercy supposes misery, • 
and misery supposes sin; for all misery flows 
from sin. Sin is the source, and misery, in its 
various forms, is the stream which flows from 
that evil fountain. Mercy is the antidote of 
misery. Good's antidote; and it removes misery 
by a free pardon, inward sanctification, and holy 
employment. It blots out our sins, changes our 
dispositions, and sets us to work for God and 
His glory. Mercy is/rom God. He is its Author, 
and he exercises it as a Sovereign and a Eather. 
There is no sovereignty in justice, God is just 
alike to all ; there is no sovereignty in punish- 
ment, for every one is punished just in proportion 
to his guilt : but mercy is sovereignly exercised. 
Do we refer to the object ? "I will have mercy 
on whom I will have mercy." Or do we refer to 
the exercise of it P "I will be merciful because 
I wUl be merciful" As a Governor, God is 
strictly and impartially just ; as a Father, God 
is freely and sovereignly merciful. Mercy is 
sometimes peculiarly displayed. To persons, as 
to David, Manasseh, Jonah, and Saul of Tarsus. 
To a people, as to Israel especially in Egypt, and 
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we formerly did. It will satisfy the longing 
soul, and fill the hungry soul with goodness. If 
we drink of this stream, let us follow it up to 
its source, which is mercy, or rather, the God t)f 
mercy. It flows from Him freely, plentifully, 
continually ; and whosoever will, may come and 
take of these waters of life freely. Reader, do 
you feel the need of mercy? Have you sought 
it ? Have you found it ? Do you enjoy it P Do 
you praise it ? Do you commend it to others ? 
Do you desire salvation? a salvation from all 
sin, all wrath, all penal sufferings ? a salvation 
full of blessings, free as the atmosphere, lasting 
as eternity ? It may be had. It may be had by 
you. It may be had by you now. There is no- 
thing to hinder your CDJoying it, but your own 
unbelief and hardness of heart. You must be 
saved or lost. You must be unspeakably happy, 
or inconceivably miserable, and that for ever. 
Which shall it be P O which ? Let your prayer, 
your heart-felt prayer, your daily, yea hourly 
prayer, be, " Show me Thy mercy, O Lord ; and 
grant me Thy salvation.*' Then will you soon 
have to own, " He hath saved me, and caUed me 
with a holy calling ; not according to my works, 
but according to His own purpobe ar.d graco 
which was given me in Christ Jesus before Hio 
"""rid began." 
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**0 Lord, I am oppressed; undertake for me." 
IsAi. xxxyiii. 14. 

Ip grace will not make us pray, trouble shall ; 
and our troubles are often sent /rowt God to 
lead us to God. Hezekiah was a good man and 
a great man ; high in station and useful in his 
day, but deeply tried. If he had not been tried 
he had never been so useful. But for his 
affliction, he had not prayed as he did; if he 
had not so prayed, he had not been so remarkably 
delivered ; if he had not been so delivered, he 
had not composed this writing ; and if he had 
not written his experience, we should not 
have been benefited by bim as we have been. 
We now see that believers are pretty much the 
same, whether they live in a palace or a cottage, 
sway a sceptre or work at a trade. Hezekiah, 
under the moonlight of the law, was very much 
like some of us who are under the sun-light of 
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of the gospel. We can claim rdationship to him, 
and enjoj fellowship with him. We will now. 

First, consider his complaint, " Lord, I 
am oppressed." He complains to the Lord; 
this was right ; had he complained of the Lord, 
it would have heen wrong. We should carry all 
our complaints to our Father, not to men; and 
let us never complain of that to others which 
we cannot or do not, spread hefore the Lord in 
prayer. " I am oppressed," And who has not 
been P What Christian is not P Some are op- 
pressed by their fellow-men. The magistrate, 
the master, the menial, have all been oppressors 
in their turn. Sin produces selfishness, and 
selfishness is always cruel. Many of the brethren 
of Jesus are under the iron hand of oppression 
in America, as slaves; and in other places^ as 
servants. They must submit, for they cannot 
remove. They are under the yoke, and they 
cannot break loose. Oppression in temporal 
things is bad, very bad ; but there is an oppres- 
sion that is worse than that. Satan is a great 
oppressor. By his vile suggestions, base in- 
sinuations, alarming misrepresentations, and 
cruel buffetings; he burdens, distresses, and 
bows down the souL Oh, how he oppresses, the 
poor, the weak, the wavering, and weary ones of 
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tbe Lord's famjly ! Hence the Lord haa said, 
when his patience can bear no mire, "For the 
oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the 
needy, now will I arise, saith the Lord; I wOl 
set him at liberty from him that pufieth at him.'* 
Slavish fears often oppress ns. Unfounded fears 
of the wrath or displeasure of God, of being 
overcome by our numerouist and determined foes, 
or of falling away from our pofession of Jesus 
our beloved Lord. But unbelief is the chief 
cause of all our oppression. Had we faith in 
God's love, in Christ's work, in our covenant 
union to Jesus ; did we believe the promises and 
doctrines of the gospel with reference to our- 
selves, we should be light, lively, cheerful, and 
vigorous. But an evil heart of unbelief, in 
departmg from the living God, brings us into 
bondage, darkness, doubt, and gloom. Then we 
feel oppressed. We cannot breathe freely. Prayer 
is irksome. The Bible is dry. The means of 
grace have little life or power in them. We are 
"shut up and cannot come forth." There is a 
weight upon the spirits, a burden upon the heart, 
gloom over the mind, and we can neither fly 
nor run in God's ways. 

But the maigin reads, " O Lord, I am in dis^ 
tr98§" And this is often the case with us. It 
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is a part of the heart's bitterness, of which no 
one knows btt the Lord. It arises sometimes 
from outward trouble, — the many, the suooessive 
troubles, some of us have to pass through deeply 
dbtress us. They are compared to fire and wa- 
ter, those opposite elements. But, blessed be the 
Lord, He has said, ''When thou passest through 
the waters, I will be with thee ; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overflow thee ; when thou 
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon 
thee." Still they often distress us, especially 
when, like Peter, we take our eye ofF Jesus, and 
look at the roiling waves, or listen to the howl- 
ing winds. A long succession of temporal trials, 
disappomtments, vexations, and troubles, will 
make us cry, ** O Lord, I am in distress." So, 
also, will a sense of guilt upon the conscience ; 
for guilt always awakens fears, straitens the spi- 
rit, palsies the mind, bewilders tbe judgment, 
obscures the prospects, and dejects the soul. 
Oh, the distress which guilt produces if it is per- 
mitted to remain on the conscience, instead of 
being taken to the open fountain, the precious 
blood of Jesus, at once. Unfitness for duty, and 
a fear of failure in our attempts to honour our 
Tiorri and. Master at times distress us. There 
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18 the duty before us, there is the precept re- 
quiring it of us, there is the desiile in the heart 
to perform it ; but, oh, how unfit to engage in 
it we feel ! To will is present with us, but how 
to perform that which is good we find not. In 
a word, sometimes the state of the world so af- 
fects us, at others, the condition of the church so 
afflicts us, at others, the trials of the domestic 
circle so oppress us, at others, the temptations 
of Satan so harass us, and more frequently, per- 
haps, the inward conflict so exercises us, that we 
cry out in bitterness of soul, " Lord, I am in 
distress J " Every Christian of any standing in. 
the church will be able to set his seal to this, for, 
more or less, we all know it to be true. All do 
not suffer alike, but all suffer. Some of us seem 
to have a double portion, but, no doubt, all is 
necessary, and by-and-bye we shall say, " He led 
us forth by the right way, that we might go to a 
city of habitation." But, 

Secondly, let us join in his prayer " Lord, 
undertake for me" What a mercy to have a 
friend in need, — a friend in trouble, — a friend 
that is accessible, sympathizing, and able to 
help us. Such is our God. We may go to Him, 
we may lay our case before Him, we may hope 
fully plead with Him to undertake for us. Suck 
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a pittjer indioates self-knowledge and'self-reniin« 
elation. It is as if we said, " O Lord, I am so 
weak, 80 foolish, so fearful, so sinful, that I 
never can oonqner my foes, master my diffioulties* 
endure my trials, or patiently carry my cross of 
myself, therefore, in Thy great mercy, in Thy 
tender love, according to Thy most blessed word, 
undertake for me." There are many things we 
want the Lord to undertake to do for ns, anJ, 
blessed be His holy name. He has promised to 
do so. We want Him to undertake to teach as, 
that we may know His name, His truth, and His 
holy will ;--to deliver us from sin, Satan, self, 
and all the difficulties and dangers we meet with 
in our pilgrimage ; — to lead us in the right way, 
the way in which we shall honour His name, 
serve our generation, and acquire a good report ; 
-—to strengthen us in all our tribulations, for all 
our duties, that we may conquer all our foes; — 
to comfort us under all our sorrows, griefs, and 
woes ; — and to work in us both to will and to 
do of His own good pleasure. To perform in 
us all the good pleasure of His goodness^ and 
the work of faith with power. Oh, that God 
would undertake to make us all he requires us 
to be, and to supply us with all we may need, 
both for body and soul, for time and eternity ! 
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Undertake to be a Father unto us, caring for us, 
protecting us, and daily communing with us. 
Undertake to be our Surety, discharging eyeiy 
debt, meeting eyeiy obligation, and delivering 
us from all legal responsibility. Undertake to be 
our Captain, equiping us for the fight, leading 
ua against the foe, and giying us complete yio- 
toiy over eyeiy opponent. Undertake to be our 
Advocate, pleading for us in every court, and 
pleading in us agidnst every adverse power. Well, 
Jesus is pledged to be all, and to do all this, for 
every one that believes on. His name, walks with 
Him in fellowship, and labours in His cause. But 
our faith is so weak, our fears are so strong, 
our foes are so vigilent, and our hearts are so 
misgiving, that we doubt, disbelieve, and often 
feet. Let us, therefore, daily, yea, many times 
in the day, repair to the throne of grace, and in 
the prospect of all that tries our faith, alarms 
our minds, wakens our fears, or disturbs our 
peace, cry, " O Lord, undertake for me I Under- 
take for me in prosperity, to save me from its 
snares; in adversity, to preserve me from its 
temptations; in health, to make me useful; in 
sickness, to make me patient ; in life, to make 
me holy ; and in death, to enable me to bear a 
testimony to Thy faithfulness, veracity, and love." 
Reader, God does undertake for sinners,— for 
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sinners who believe in Jesus. He undertakes 
for all who honestly and heartily put themselves 
and their cause into His hands. Has He under- 
taken for you? Have you requested Him? Have 
you been driven by trouble, or drawn by love, to 
plead with Him to do so ? All real Christians 
are brought to this. They all feel too weak, too 
foolish, too fearful, to accomplish the journey, 
run the race, conquer the foe, and arrive safe in 
heaven of themselves, therefore they are all 
brought to cry right heartily and right earnestly, 
" O Lord, undertake for me ! " 

Tried Christian, this subject will just suit you ; 
may the Lord make it a blessing to you. You 
often feel oppressed. You are bowed down greatly. 
You are in a great strait. You scarce know what 
to do, where to go, or to whom to look. You are 
encompassed with trouble. The waters come in 
unto you, even unto your soul. Go at such times 
to Jesus. Gk> as Hezekiali did. Go often until 
you obtain present relief, and the assurance of 
complete deliverance. Plead, plead as for your 
life, that the Lord would undertake for you. 
Undertake to be all to you that you need, even 
a Saviour, Eriend, Husband, Deliverer, and 
Place of Defence to protect you. Undertake 
to do all for you that is necessary, even to sup- 
-.!_ Jtv-ect, support, solace, and perfectly deliver 

Digitized by Google 



hezekiah's fbateb. 143 

you. Undertake to work aU in you that is re- 
quired, washing you, sanctifying you, and con- 
forming you to His own beautiful image that 
you may liave to say with the church, "Lord, 
Thou wilt ordain peace for us ; for Thou also hast 
wrought all our works in us." Undertake to 
make you just what you should be, and having 
done this, to keep you so. Give no place to the 
foe that threatens, give no place to the fears that 
frighten, give no place to the unbelief that dis- 
heartens, but cry day and night to God, " Under- 
take for me." Believer, Jesus did undertake for 
thee in the everlasting covenant ; He is under 
engagements now, His promises are His bonds, 
He never forgets them nor can He be false to 
them ; therefore take courage, look to Him, trust 
in Him, converse with Him, expect from Him, 
and set thy heart upon glorifying Him. Take 
His yoke upon you daily, undertake to do His 
willy to seek His honour, to promote His cause, 
to extend His kingdom, and He will undertake 
for you, to keep you as the apple of His eye, to 
feed you with the hidden manna, to strengthen 
you with strength in your soul, to make His way 
plain before your face, — ^in a word, to guide you 
with His counsel, and afterwards receive you to 
glory. 
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HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD. 
" HoIinesB unto the Lord."— Zech. xiv. 30. 

This text refers to a time of general, if not 
universal, holiness ; when the Lord's people will 
not only consecrate all they bave unto the Lord, 
but will visibly mark it as His. They will not 
be ashamed, nor afraid to own, that not only 
themselves, but all they have, is the Lord's; 
consecrated to His service, to be used only for 
His honour and glory. Thus carrying out the 
apostle's admonition: ''Whether therefore ye eat, 
or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory 
of God." that there were such a spirit in 
every one of us now ! 

Holiness is the beauty of the Divine nature; 
and in holiness more than in anything else, shall 
we resemble God, when mortality is swallowed 
up of life. Li habit, it is the opposite of de- 
pravity; in act, it is the opposite of sin. It is 
inward and outward conformity to God's holy 
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kw, which is "holy, just, and good." It flows 
from God's eternal election as its source ; for we 
were chosen in Christ Jesus, before the world 
began, that we might be holy. God determined 
to have a people, who should be the fac-similes 
ot His holiness, therefore He made choice of us, 
and set us apart to show forth His praise. We 
were chosen to salvation, as the end ; through 
sanctification of the Spirit, and beUef of the 
truth, as the means. Holiness ilows through re- 
demption. Christ also loved us, and gave Him- 
self for us, that He might sanctify and cleanse 
'IS, He gave Himself foj us, that He might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
Holiness is produced by the Holy Spirit, whose 
office and work is to make us holy. The instru- 
ment He uses, is the word ; as Jesus prayed, 
" Sanctify them through Thy truth. Thy word is 
truth." The manner in which He effects it, is 
by showing us what sin is, leading us to fear it, 
obtain the pardon of it, setting the heart against 
it, and thus delivering us from its power, guilt, 
and consequences. "By the fear of the Lord, 
men depart from evil." 

Holiness is manifested in a variety of ways. 
The blessed Spirit gives us to perceive its beauty, 

L 
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and then we admire it, seek it, and cannot rest 
until we obtain it. The possession of it is dis- 
covered by our rendering ourselves as living sac- 
rifices to God, holj and acceptable, as a reasonable 
service : as the eflfect, we become the Lord's ser- 
vants, voluntarily engaging to serve Him, in 
holiness and righteousness, all the days of our 
life: the result is, we become consecrated to 
God, we are the Jjord's, all we have is the Lord's^ 
all we have and are, is employed for the Lord. 
The Christian subordinates the man. We write 
on all we are, on all we have, "Holiness unto 
the Lord," We no longer live unto ourselves, 
but unto Him that died for us, and rose again. 
We have holy thoughts, holy desires, holy mo- 
tives, holy aims, holy pleasures, holy sorrows, and 
pursue holy objects. Nothing appears so lovely, 
so desirable as holiness; and the great reason 
why we desire heaven is, because it is a holy 
place, filled with holy persons, engaged in the 
holy worship of a holy God. 

See then, what we should be, — ^holy. Hiis was 
God's end in our election, redemption, and call- 
ing. This is God's design in aU our trials, 
troubles, and exercises; they are not for His 
pleasure, but for our profit, that " we may be 
partakers of His holiness." See also what we 
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sbould rfo,-^imtc, "Holiness unto the Lord," 
on all we possess. We have no right to possess, 
nse, or wear, that on which we cannot write, 
** Holiness unto the Lord." The time is coming 
when it shall be written on the bells, or bridles, 
of the horses. Christian, is there anything in 
your house, in your business, or on your person, 
on which it would not be becoming to write, 
" Holiness unto the Lord ? " If so, ought you 
to possess it, practise it, or wear it P Would 
such an inscription look well on some of our 
costly furniture, fine clothing, or account-books ? 
Would it ? Shun not the question, but let con- 
scienoe take it up, examine, and return an honest 
answer. We should use all we have as conse- 
crated to Jehovah's service and praise, our mental 
powers, our physical strength, all our endow- 
ments, acquirements, and possessions, all should 
be used for God, and for His glory. When about 
to employ them, we should pause, and ask. Will 
putting them to this use honour God P will it 
serve His cause P will it bring praise to His mon 
holy name ? All who see us, dwell with us, or 
visit us, should be able to perceive that we have 
written upon all we have and are, "Holiness 
unto the Jjord." Until they can, we are not 
what we ought to be. God's end in what He 
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has done for us, and conferred upon us, is not 
answered. Brethren, what cause for humiliation 
have we ! How low before God we ought to lie ! 
What deep and heart-felt repentance should we 
exercise ! Can we look back, and not be sorry 
that we have been so unholy? Can we look 
within, and not be sorry that we are now so un- 
holy ? Can we look around, and not grieve, that 
there are so few evidences of holiness in our 
present circumstances ? Surely, if we saw things 
aright, if we felt aright, we should sigh and cry 
unto God, that He would forgive our past un 
holiness, and beseech Him to sanctify us wholly, 
and preserve us, body, soul, and spirit, unblamable 
unto the day of Christ. We should act upon the 
admonition of Paul ; " Having therefore, dearly 
beloved, these promises, let us cleanse ourselves 
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfect- 
ing holiness in the fear of God." Then should 
we exliibit the evidence of adoption presented 
by John: "Every one that hath this hope in 
him, purifieth himself, even as He is pure." 
Then should we be acknowledged as belonging 
to the company spoken of by Peter : " Ye are 
a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show 
%)Tth the praises of Him who hath called you 
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out of darkness into His marvellons light." And 
then would be bronght to pass in us the saying 
of the prophet, "Their seed shall be known 
among the Gentiles, and their offspring among 
the people ; all that see them shall acknowledge ' 
them, that they are the seed which the Lord 
hath blessed." O Spirit of holiness, come down 
and by the finger of Thy power, write, " Holi- 
ness unto the Lord," upon our hearts ; and en- 
able us, as the effect, to write upon all we have 
and are, by all we purpose, plan, and do, — 
" Holiness ttnto the Lord, " in large and 
pleasing characters, such as all may understand, 
and all the spiritual approve ! 

** On Thee, O God of purity, 
I wait for hallowing grace ; 
None, without holiness, shall see 
The glories of Thy face. 

" Lead me in all Thy riKhteous ways, 
Nor suffer me to slide. 
Make plain Thy path before my face ; 
My God, be Thou my Guide." 
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"Betum, thou backstiding Israel, saith the Lord; 
and I will not oause mine anger to taXi upon 
you : for I am. merciful, saith the Lord, and I 
will not keep anger for ever."— Jeb. iii 12. 

The historical portions of God's word are a 
mirror; in which we may see, on the one hand, 
what is in our hearts, and what would be in our 
lives under particular circumstances ; and on the 
other, what is in the heart of God, and how His 
perfections are displayed in dealing with his peo- 
ple. What we read of Israel, is true of us ; for 
as in water face answereth to face, so does the 
heart of man to man : and what we read of God, 
is still true of Him. He says, " I am the Lord, 
I change not, therefore ye sons of Jacob are not 
consumed." His dispensations may change, but 
not His nature, for He is "without variableness, 
or shadow of turning." Israel sinned, and God 
punished them ; but now they are in affiiotion« 
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He pities them, and sends this loving message 
to them. We will notice. 

First, the invitation. "Return, thon back- 
sliding Israel, saith the Lord." The figure is 
taken from the heifer at plough, which slides 
back when it ought to go forward and cut the 
furrow. Israel went backward, and not forward ; 
and now they are gone far from the Lord, He 
sends his invitation to them to return. He had 
been exceeding kind to them, from Egypt nntii 
now. He expected better things from them. He 
says, ** I planted thee a noble vine, wholly a 
right seed." He complains, " I looked that it 
should bring forth grapes, and it Inrought forth 
wild grapes." He expected obedience, but be- 
hold, rebellion ; he looked for praise, and behold, 
backsliding. Their conduct was base. But has 
ours been better ? His kindness has been shown 
to us, infinite, unmerited kindness. He expects 
us to glorify Him in our bodies and spirits which 
are His. But have we ? do we P How justly 
might He cut us off! but instead thereof. He 
invites us to return. He calls us back to His 
ordinances, not to rest in them, but to ascend to 
Himself. Ho is on his throne of grace, and his 
ordinances are intended to be as so many steps, 
by which we may ascend to that throne. Stay 
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not short of God himself. He says, "Return 
unto Me." We should come with confessioD, 
acknowledging our iniquities; with sorrow, griev- 
ing over our misconduct; with prayer, pleading 
for pardon, restoration, and greater grace. The 
invitation is from His own loving heart, it flows 
spontaneously from thence ; that heart which we 
had grieved hy our sins ; which had threatened 
to punish our follies ; hut which still loved us, 
with an infinite, unutterable love. 

Secondly, here is an inducement to return. A 
promise, a glorious promise. " I will not cause 
mine anger to fall upon you." His paternal 
anger had been roused against us, we richly de- 
served that it should be poured out upon us, it 
was suspended over us, like the storm-cloud in 
the day of tempest, but returning to Him would 
prevent the execution of the threatening. He is 
loth to punish. " His anger endureth but a mo- 
ment.'* When most deeply grieved. He feels as 
if He could not give us up ; hence He exclaims, 
" How shall I give thee up, Ephraim P how shall 
I deliver thee, Israel? how shall I make thee as 
Admah P how shall I set thee as Zeboim P mine 
heart is turned within me, my repentings are 
kindled together. I will not execute the fierce- 
ness of mine anger, I will not return to destroy 
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Ephndm : for I am God, and not man ; the Holy 
One in the midst of thee ; and I will not enter 
into the city." O the power, the patience, the 
iong-snffering of divine love ! 

Thirdly, here is the source of all, here is the 
reason assigned for this loving invitation. " I 
am merciful, saith the Lord." Full of mercy. 
The ocean is not so full of water, the sun is not 
so full of light, as God is full of mercy. No one 
can conceive the greatness of God's mercy. We 
must grasp infinity, and measure eternity, before 
we can calculate the extent of Divine mercy. 
It is tender mercy, the mercy of a Father, who 
is full of pity. It is free mercy, mercy flowing 
spontaneously from God's benevolent nature; 
neither caused, nor called forth by anything in 
us. For as light flows freely from the sun, and 
water rolls in freely from the ocean, so does 
mercy flow freely from our gracious and cove- 
nant God. It is constant mercy, for " the mercy 
of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting." 
We stand in its centre, and it surrounds us like 
an immeasureable circle. We stand on it, as on 
a rock in the midst of the ocean, whose waters 
spread out in every direction, far beyond sight, 
or even thought. " His mercies are new every 
morning, and great is His faithfulness. He 
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adds, *'l will not keep anger for ever." No, 
'* in a little wrath He hide^ His face from ns, but 
with everlasting kindness will He have mercy 
upon us." He will forgive, blotting out our 
sins as a cloud, and our iniquities as a thick 
cloud. He will forget our misconduct, as He 
has said, "I will be merciful to their unright- 
eousness, and their sins and their iniquities will 
I remember no mxxe.'* He will restore. He 
will restore our souls which had wandered, to 
His pasture, and His fold. He will restore unto 
us the joys of His salvation, which we had for- 
feited and lost. O the amazing, the unparalleled 
grace of God ! 

See then, how basely man acts. How basely 
we have acted. He brought us into His ways, 
set a mark before us, and a crown beyond it, 
and bid us patiently run the race set before us, 
looking unto Jesus, as our great example. But 
we lost sight of the mark, we foi^t the crown, 
we took our eye off the Saviour, and we vran- 
dered upon every mountain and hill, until we 
had forgotten our resting-place. So unwise, so 
ungrateful, so base were we. But has God 
given us. np P has He discarded us P is His 
mercy clean gone for ever P will He be favour- 
able no more P hath He in anger shut up His 

i 
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lovingkindness P O no : see how wondrousl j 
God loves ! He ealls to us, '' Eeturn unto me." 
He sends His servants, and says, '* Go, and pro- 
claim these words, and say, * Eetom unto me, 
for I am merciful, saith the Lord : only acknow- 
ledge tiiine iniquities.' " What wondrous love ! 
what infinite mercy ! what tender compassion ! 
Surely, if anything will melt the heart, fill the 
eyes with tears, and the mouth with confession, 
this will. How powerfully He prompts us to 
return. As if He had said, "Fear not, though 
you are so guilty ; doubt not, though you are so 
vile. Think not that I will refuse you, or that 
I will execute my threatenings upon you. I 
will not. I give you my word, before you turn 
your faces toward me, or take one step in the 
way back, that I will not cause mine anger to 
fall upon you. Nay, I will receive you graciously, 
I will love you freely, I will pardon you heartily, 
and restore you to peace and joy." Who is a 
God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and 
passeth by the transgression of the remnant of 
His heritage ? He retaineth not His anger for 
ever, because He delighteth in mercy.'' How 
low He stoops, how wondrously He condescends. 
We wilfully and wickedly wandered. Our con- 
duct grieved Him at His heart, and yet He 
• 

Digitized by Google 



156 MERCT INYITIVQ THE BACKSLIDXE. 

entreats as to come back. He urges us to re- 
turn. He promises to forgive and forget all the 
past» treatiTig us as if we had not sinned, or dis- 
honoured His blessed name. Let us then ac- 
cept His invitation. Let us turn unto Him 
at once witti weeping and with supplication. 
Let us say, with the church of old, " I will go, 
and return to my first Husband, for then it was 
better with me than now." Or, "Come, and 
let us return unto the Lord ; >for He hath torn, 
and He will heal us ; He hath smitten, and He 
will bind us up." Then will the parable of the 
prodigal, become a great fact in our history ; 
and there will be joy in heaven, in the presence 
of the angels of God, when we are brought to 
repentance. "Return unto me, and I will re- 
turn unto you, saith the Lord." "Behold, Lord, 
we come unto Thee, for Thou art the Lord our 
God." 

" Th jugh I have jpieved Thy Spirit, Lord, 
His help and comfort still afford ; 
And let a poor backslider trace .. 

The wonders of redeeming grace." 
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THE BELIEVER'S DIGNrTY. 

"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
tho sons of God : therefore the world knoweth 
us not, because it knew Him not." 

1 John iiL 1. 

The apostle, being about to exhort the Lord's 
pcuple to love one another, lays the foundation of 
his exhortation on the great and glorious privi- 
leges which they enjoyed. He had spoken of 
their Advocate with the Father, of the unction 
they had received from the Holy One, of their 
union to Jesus, and now he refers to their high 
and holy relationship to God. He speaks in the 
language of holy wonder and admiring gratitude. 
He would have them fix their eye upon it, and 
fill their^inds with the fact that they were the 
children of God. Mark, 

First, the dignity conferred upon them. They 
were called the sons of God ; and called sons, 
because they were so. This dignity was con- 
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ferred on them va sinners, worthless sinners, who 
had no excellence in them, no good flowing from 
them; as despised sinners, generally treated 
with contempt and disdain. It was wholly of 
grace, of free grace. Not caused by anything in 
them, or occasioned by anything expected from 
them : but of graoe and grace alone. It was for 
the Lord's glory, the glory of his great name, 
the glory of his infinite grace. It was that they 
might have a Father, a Father in whom they 
could confide, whom they could love, whom to 
obey would be a pleasure. Adam by sin for- 
feited his life, and his whole family became or- 
phans. God, of his free love, adopts us into his 
family, reveals Himself as our Father, and con- 
stitutes us his sons. As God is their Father, 
Jesus becomes their Brother, their elder Brother. 
The Brother bom for their adversity. The Bro- 
ther with whom they can hold fellowship, and 
who will raise the whole family from death, de- 
gradation, and misery. Heaven becomes their 
home. That heaven where God resides in gloflr, 
unveils his face, and pours floods of Happiness 
upon all the blessed inhabitants. O what dignity, 
to be the sons, not the slaves, not the servants^ 
not merely the subjects, but the sons of God. 
Secondly, Me source from whence this dignity 
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jlowtf. His love. The Father's loye. This Ioyo 
is free, not caused or called forth by anything in 
the creatnre, but flowing freely, spontaneously, 
ont of the heart of God. He loves sinners, the 
Tilest sinners, and loTes them just because He 
pleases to love them. This love is fruitful. Like 
the river Ezekiel saw flowing from under the 
threshold of the sanctuary, wherever it comes, 
it gives life, beauty, and glory. All our present 
comforts, spiritual blessings, and eternal pros- 
pects, flow from this free and sovereign love of 
God. Wheni it is shed abroad in the heart, it is 
fruitful there, and all the graces of the Holy Spi- 
rit appear. Like the tree of life in the New 
Jerusalem, it stands on both sides of the river, 
yields a variety of fruits, producing new fruits 
continually, and its leaves are for the healing of 
the nations. This love is eternal. In looking 
back, we can find no beginning; in looking for- 
ward, we can find no end. It is like the Divine 
Nature, ** from everlasting to everlasting.'^ It 
is the eternal God manifesting himself as a loving 
God ; and of mere love conferring the greatest, 
and best blessings upon poor sinners in time and 
eternity. He began to bless, because He would ; 
he continues to bless, because he delights in do- 
ing 80 ; and so he will go on blessing, for ever 
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and ever. Blessed be God, that he ever loved 
sinners, that he now loves sinners, that whom he 
once loves, he loves for ever ! Blessed be God, 
that he has constituted the sinners he has loved 
his own sons ; and that he will treat them as his 
beloved children for ever ! 

Thirdly, the condition of QotTs favoured ones. 
The world knoweth us not. The world may 
know their persons, residences, and some of their 
peculiarities ; but they do not know them as so 
privileged, dignified, and distinguished. Worldly 
people have no idea that they are God's chosen 
sons. His beloved children, the bride of His only- 
begotten Son. They do not know them, because 
they do not know God. They know not His na- 
ture, which is love ; *nor his method of acting, 
which is just contrary to what the flesh and car- 
nal reason would suppose. If He choose, he 
does not choose the rich, the noble, the learned, 
the prudent, or the great, but He chooses the 
foolish things of the world, the weak things, the 
base things, the despised things, things that are 
considered as not worth a thought by the wise 
and prudent of the earth. Having therefore 
called such His sons, the world cannot know 
them, for if they were to look for God's children, 
they would look for a different class of persons, 
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in altogether different circumBtances. They do 
not know them, for they did not know Jesus, 
whom they resemhle. He was poor, so are the 
most of them. He was despised, so are they. 
He was rejected of men, and so are they. They 
coold not believe, that a lad living in a carpen- 
ter^s cottage at Nazareth, working at the car- 
penter's trade, and calling the carpenter's wife 
Mother, was the Son of God. Nor can they be- 
lieve that these poor, illiterate, despised, praying 
people, are the sons of God. " The world 
knoweth us not.*' 

Fourthly, the apostle calls us to "behold." To 
behold the stupendous fact, that such sinners as 
we are, should be called the sons of God. To fix 
the eye on it, to fill the thoughts with it, until 
we wonder, admire, and praise God for his mercy. 
To behold also the manner in which God loves. 
His love is so great, great as infinity, vast as 
eternity. So peculiar, loving the unlovely; lov- 
ing them when He knew the worst of them; 
loving them when his foes, and adopting them to 
be His sons. So unparalleled, no love like God's 
love. No love so pure> so perfect, so productive. 
O to be led into his heights, depths, lengths, and 
breadths ! to know this love more fuUy, which 
passeth knowledge! 
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JAeader, obsenre, first, every believer, be his 
age, station, or circumstances what they may, is 
constituted, called, and treated as a son of God. 
However tried, troubled, or tempted ; still, God 
dwelleth with him as a son. Second, the privi- 
leges of the sons of God are wholly unmerited. 
They are not conferred on them for good done 
by them, or excellencies found in them, or works 
expected from them ; but are the free gifts of 
the purest grace. Third, their dignity is un- 
known at present, even as Christ's was. But 
though now unknown, they will be manifested 
by-and-bye ; for when Jesus comes, He says, 
" Then shall the righteous shine -forth like the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father." Now like 
the sun they may be obscured by the clouds of 
poverty, persecution, or distress ; but then they 
will burst forth, and shine in all the beauties of 
holiness, in the splendour and glory of the sons 
of God. Now they are the Lord's hidden ones, 
but then they will be brought forth to the light, 
to behold His righteousness; and to shine to 
the praise of the glory of His grace for ever and 
ever. Let us then ascertain that we are num- 
bered with them, that we are part of them, and 
then, however tried or troubled we may be, let 
ns attend to the apostolic admonition for our 
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comfort and God's honour, and with grateful 
hearts and admiring souls, "Behold, what man- 
ner of loye the Father hath bestowed upon us, 
that we should be called the sons of God." 

But, if we are not sons of God ! What a 
solemn supposition. If we are not sons of God, 
we are strangers to God ; worse, we are enemies 
to God by wicked works. We are under His 
law. We are exposed to His wrath. But we 
are not entitled to the promises of His grace, 
nor may we hope to share in his glory. Our 
present condition is dangerous, for we are under 
condemnation; our future prospects are dread- 
ful, for the sentence of condemnation must be 
executed, except we repent. Let us therefore 
examine into our state, and if there is a doubt 
about it, fly at once to Jesus, cast ourselves at 
His feet, appeal to His mercy, and persevere 
until He sends the Spirit of adoption into our 
liearts. 
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"Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be : bat we know 
that, when He shall appear, we afaall be like 
Him; for we shall see Him as He is.** 

IJQHN iiL2» 

To be the object of another's loye, is one of 
the greatest privileges we can enjoy ; especially 
if he who loves us is great, good, or glorions. 
Now it is the privilege of every believer to be 
beloved of God. Father, Son, and Spirit, love 
him ; did love him from all eternity, does love 
him through all time, will love him when time 
shall be no more. What a thought. The infinite 
and eternal God loves me/ Ijoves me infinitely. 
Loves me as He loves Jesus, his only-begotten 
, Son. O Holy Spirit, unfold this love to mc, 
shed it abroad in my Tieart, and make it a feast 
of fat thmgs unto my soul ! But the beMever b 
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not onlj beloved of God, he is beloved of all that 
are godlike. The apostle calk all the samts be- 
loved. He loves them all, and he exhorts each 
to love the whole, and the whole to love each 
other. If I am a saint, every saint that knows 
me will love me ; and love me just in proportion 
as he drinks into the mind of Gk)d, and I re- 
semble Jesus. The believer may say, "Every 
saint in heaven loves me, and will one day show 
that love to me ; every saint on earth has in his 
heart the principle of love to me, which only 
needs to be called out by circumstances, or his 
knowledge of me." 

" fVe are the sons of GodJ* Adopted into 
His Camily, regenerated by his Spirit, acknow- 
ledged at his throne. Adoption is an act of 
grace without us ; regeneration is a work of 
grace within us. Adoption was purposed in 
eternity, but discovered in time, and will be fully 
manifested when time shall be no more. Eegene- 
ration is the work of the Holy Spirit, quickening 
us from a death in sin, and conveying a divine 
nature to our souls. So that being adopted into 
God's family, we receive the nature and spirit of 
children, whereby we learn to know, love, con- 
fide in, and obey our Father. Acknowledgment, 
is at the throne of grace, where our God receives 
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our petitions, accepts our persons, imparts the 
Spirit of adoption, and owns us as his. When 
bom again, the desire to be the Lord's springs 
up; this desire is expressed in prayer; the prayer 
is accepted and approved of God ; and by his 
word and Spirit, he assures us of his love, and 
our filial relationship to Him. O blessed privi- 
lege, to be the child, the son of God, to be en- 
abled to call God my Father, and to be acknow- 
ledged by Him at his throne when I do so. 

" Now are we the sons of God." Yes, now, 
while we are so poor, so sinful, so despised, so 
persecuted, so tempted. Now, while the flesh 
lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 
the flesh, so that we cannot do the things that 
we would. Now, while we find a law in our 
members, warring against the law of our minds ; 
and at times bringing us into subjection to the 
law of sin, that is in our members. Now, while 
fears harass us, doubts torment us, Providence 
tries us, Satan worries us, and we are ready to 
exclaim, "All these things are against me." 
Tried believer, thy trials, thy troubles, thy dark- 
ness, thy doubts, thy fears, thy misgivings, do 
not aSect thy sonship! Thou urt now the child 
of God, though under discipline and training, be- 
ing prepared perhaps for usefulness on euilv 
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eertainly for glory in the presence of thy Father 
and thy God. Every believer, whatever may be 
the state of his mind, or his outward circum- 
stances, is now a son of God ; for we " are all 
the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus," 
Gal. iii. 26. Such are our present privileges ; 
but the apostle sets before us, also. 

Our future prospects. These are partly known 
and partly unknown. " We know not what we 
shall he" We know not the greatness of the 
glory that shall be put upon us, we only know 
that the righteous shall shhie forth as the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father. We are now like 
the son behind the cloud, obscured or concealed; 
but the cloud will be dispersed, and we shall 
shine forth in power, beauty, and splendour, of 
which at present we have no conception. There 
is a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory, in reserve for us. We know not the glo- 
lions use that will be made of us, we only know 
that Jesus will come to be glorified in his saints, 
and to be admired in all them that believe ; that 
we shall serve God day and night in his heavenly 
temple ; but as to the exact nature of our em- 
ployments, or the glory that God will get by us 
in the future state, we know not at present. We 
know not the profound joys that will be imparted 
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to US, wlien we sludl drink of the riyer of His 
pleasoies. There will be a depth, a pmitj, a 
power in those joys, sach as we have no adequate 
idea of at present. The glory we shall wear will 
be so great, the employment in which we shall 
serve will be so spiritual, and the joys we shall 
realize will be so profound, that " we know not 
what we shall be." 

But we know, that Jesus wiU appear. He will 
appear for us, and appear to us ; as He said. He 
will come and receive us unto Himself. We 
shall then see Him in all His glory, in His 
Father's glory, with all the holy angels with 
Him : not only so, but " when Christ who is our 
Hfe shall appear, then shall we also appear with 
Him in glory/* Seeing Him as He is, we shall 
be made like Him, Spiritual views of Jesus are 
always transforming. We shall be like Him in 
the holiness of His nature, aU sins, all corrup- 
tion, all defilement, will be separated from us. 
We shall be like £Um in the happiness He enjoys, 
perfectly and perpetually satisfied. We shall be 
like Him in the glory that He wears, for He has 
given this glory to us, and will put it upon us ; 
as He said to His Father, " The glory that Thou 
gavest Me, I have given them, that they may be 
one as we are." As the Head is, the members 
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will be; pore, peaceful, and perfect. As the 
Bridegroom is, the bride will be; all glorious 
within, and magnificent without. Now, the 
desire for it, is begotten in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit; the promise of it, is given to us in 
His holy word ; and we possess the earnest of it 
in our hearts, by the indwelling of the Comforter ; 
for He is the earnest of our inheritance, until 
the redemption of the purchased possession, to 
God's glorious praise. Are such our privileges 
now ? and are such our prospects in future P then 
let us. 

Live hopefvUy^ as Paul lived; even ''in hope 
of eternal Hfd, which Qod that cannot lie, pro- 
mised before the world began/' This hope will 
save us from much gloom, from slavish fear, and 
from black despair; therefore let us live expect- 
ing the hope that is laid up for us in heaven, 
of which we have heard in the word of the truth 
of the gospel. Let us uxUk wisely, worthily. 
Wisely toward them that are without, even 
when they hate, despise, and persecute us. 
They know us not. They cannot sympathize 
with us, but they may be won by us. WorthUy, 
or becoming the dig^ty put upon us, and the 
gloiy anticipated by us; even as the apqstle 
exhorts, "Walk worthy of God, who hath called 



Digitized by Google 



170 FUTUAE PBOSPSCTS. 

you to His kingdom and glory ; " or His glorious 
kingdom. Let ns work tisHduously. Jesus 
says, "Son, go voorh to-day,** Only to-day, 
during our brief stay here, our short life. The 
night oometh, and the glorious morning of that 
never-ending day, when our ** sun shall no more 
go down, neither shall our moon withdraw itself; 
for the Lord shall be our everlasting light, and 
the days of our mourning shall be eilded." Now 
we may work for Jesus, who laboured and suf- 
fered for us ; now we may work for God, who of 
His own good pleasure hath given us the king- 
dom ; now we may work for saints, who are to 
share with us in the eternal inheritance; and 
now we may work for sinners, who, through our 
instrumentality, may be warned of danger, won 
to God, and be made meet also to be partakers 
of the inheritance of the saints in light. Bre- 
thren, " let us not sleep as do others, but let us 
watch and be sober;" and seeing we "look for 
such things, let us be diligent, that we may be 
found of Him in peace, without spot and blame- 
less." O glorious, animating, consecrating 
thought, we shall be like Jesus, for we shall see 
Him as He is, and be for ever with Him ! Holy 
Spirit, keep this glorious prospect daily before our 
minds, to stimulate, preserve^ and consecrate us ! 
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'And every man that hath this hope in him 
puiifieth himself, even as He Ib pure." 

1 John iii 8. 



Hops is made np of desire and expectation. 
We may desire what we do not expect, but we 
neyer expect what we do not desire. I desire 
something good: the gospel reveals it; God 
promises it ; I believe the promise ; therefore, I 
expect it. Thus, hope is the offspring of faith. 
I cannot expect what I do not believe to exist, 
or what there is no- possibility of obtaining; but 
if I believe in the existence of a future good, 
and perceive that it is attainable, I take the way 
pointed out, expecting to enjoy it. No faith, no 
hope. Strong faith, vigorous hope ; for our hope 
is always as our faith is. This is the effect of 
adoption. It is the expection of a child. We 
perceive that God is our Father, that as such He 
loves us, delights to bless us, and is willing to 
oonfer idl good things upon us ; therefore, we 
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expect good and great things from Him. It is 
an expectation of seeing Jesus as He is, in all 
His glory ; of being like Him in l^oliness, happi- 
ness, and spirituality ; and being for ever with 
Him in peace, activity, and satisfaction. This 
principle is lively, called ''A lively hope," by the 
apostle ; it is operative, therefore we are said to 
be "saved by hope;" it abideth with us all 
through our wilderness journeys, nor leaves us, 
until it is lost in the full bhuse of everlasting 
glory. 

A good hope purifietk the heart* There is a 
purification which only the blood of Christ could 
effect ; and there is a purification, which is ex- 
clusively the work of the Holy Spirit, but here 
the child of God is said to purify himself. He 
knows he must be holy. He longs to be holy. 
He prays to be made holy. He strives to be 
holy. The hope of seeing Jesus, being with 
Him, and Hke Him, stirs him up to purify him- 
self, especially from selfishness. He sees that 
selfishness is directly opposed to God's gloiy, 
the Saviour's honour the Spirit's work, the good 
of society, and his own well-being; therefore he 
endeavours to detect it, he mourns over it, he 
seeks the pardon of it, and endeavours to con- 
quer it. He wishes to live for God, to live to 
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JesQS, to benefit His generation. Instead of 
making self his great object and end, he desires 
to love God supremely, and his neighbour as 
himself. He endeavours to purify himself from 
worldly lusts, as the lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eye, and the pride of life ; and to crucify 
the flesh with its affections and lusts. From 
erroneous notions, he brings his creed to God's 
word to correct it, to perfect it, to give up 
whatever is contrary to the inspired volume, and 
to add to it whatever has been omitted, that is 
recorded there. From spiritual fiUhiness, the 
heart pours out floods of filthiness into the 
imagination, which the canud man relishes and 
indulges, but the believer loathes it, hates him- 
self for it, and seeks to be freed from it. As 
one possessed of great and glorious privileges, 
of exceeding great and precious promises, he 
endeavours to carry out the apostle's admonition, 
"Having therefore, dearly beloved, these pro- 
mises, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness 
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 
fear of the Lord." From whatever is impure or 
unholy, for the prayer of the apostle for the 
Thessaionians cairies his heart with it to heaven 
as he utters it, " The very God of peace sancftify 
joa wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit. 
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soul, and body be preserved blameless unto tbe 
oomiiig of our Lord Jesus Christ." His heart 
is set upon perfect holiness, &nd just in propor- 
tion as he is under the influence of a lively hope, 
he labours to purify himself even as Christ is 
pure. 

This hope purifies by raising the mind from 
carnal to spiritual things, from earthly to hea- 
yenly joys. Bj fixing the eye on the holy, harm- 
less, and undefiled Jesus ; on a holy heaven, and 
a holy God. By attaching the affections to things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth at the 
right hand of God ; by nature they are detached 
from the divine, and attached to the carnal and 
depraved ; but grace produces a separation, pro- 
claims a divorce, and brings them back to their 
proper and legitimate objects. By awakening 
the conscience j making and keeping it tender. 
The conscience of the sinner slumbers or sleeps 
soundly, so that it regards not the voice of God's 
law, the calls of Christ's gospel, or the intima- 
tions of a wise and holy Providence ; but grace 
arouses i^ gives it sensibility, and it becomes a 
ividge, reprover, and guard. By using the word 
and blood of fesus. Which word detects, directs, 
and encourages; while th'e blood purges away 
guilt, skvish fear, and dreary gloom. The word 



Digitized by Google 



A FUEIPTINO HOPE. 176 

feeds hope, and the blood of Jesus encourages 
it in all its actings. By crucifyinff the old fnan, 
and mortifying the deeds of the body, instead of 
consulting its will, indulging its passions, or being 
led by its propensities. So that with the mind 
elevated from earth to heaven, the eye fixed on 
Jesus, the affections set on things above, the 
conscience kept wakeful and tender, the word 
and blood of Jesus being in constant use, the 
old nuin being crucified, and our members which 
are earthly being mortified ; the work of purifi- 
cation goes on, our adoption is proved, the na^ 
ture of our hope is manifested, and our title to 
everlasting life becomes indisputable. 

The pattern after which the hopeful believer 
works is Jesus, " even as He is pure" The man 
Christ Jesus is presented as our pattern which 
we are to copy, our example which we are to 
imitate, our copy after which we are to write, 
and the standard which we are to endeavour to 
reach. No believer can look at the life of Jesus, 
without approving that life in his judgment; 
nor can he be under the influence of grace 
without admiring that life, and desiring to be 
conformed to it. He would not ask. What does 
such a one? or because another has, why may 
not I? But he asks himself, "What would 
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Jesus do? How would Jesus act in this case? 
Wliat would Jesus say under such circum- 
stances?" And then he earnestly desires, 
heartily prays, and energetically endeavours to 
do as he helievea Jesus would do. This course 
corrects many evils, prevents many failures, 
stimulates him constantly to deny hLmself, and 
raises him to a pitch of purity and spirituality 
which he would not otherwise attain. 

Beloved reader, have you this hope ? Do you 
live expecting Jesus to appear, to see Him, be 
made like Him, and be for ever with Him ? If 
B0» what is your daily desire and busviessf 
Are you panting for hoUness P Are you " dili- 
gent that you may be found of Him in peaee, 
without spot and blameless P" Are your loins 
girt, your lamps burning, your garments white 
and you yourself Hke a servant watching for his 
Lord's coming? What is your models or 
pattern F Is it Jesus ? His holy life. His blame- 
less conduct. His gracious conversation. His 
habitual aim to glorify His Father P Are you 
purifying yourself in the fountain of His blood, 
in the laver of His word, and by separation 
from ungodly persons, principles, and practices P 
Could it be said of you with truth, as of sainta 
in Peter's day, " Ye have purified your souls, in 
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obeying the truth through the Spirit, unto 
unfeigned love of the brethren.*' Or would the 
language of James be more applicable to you, 
" Cleanse your hands, ye sinners, and purify your 
hearts, ye double-minded ?" A faith that does 
not work by love, is spurious ; a hope that does 
not purify the heart, is carnal ; a religion that 
does not make us holy, is a delusion. Holiness, 
or likeness to Jesus, is the end God has in view 
in all He has done, or is doing for His people ; 
and if we are not holy, we have not the Spirit 
of Christ, and are therefore none of his. 

** O when shall we, supremely blest, 

Enter into our glorious rest ! 

Partake the triumphs of the sky, 

And Holy, holy, holy, cry ! 
" With all Thy heavenly hosts, with all 

Thy blessed saints, we then shall fall 

And sing in ecstasy unknown. 

And praise Thee on thy dazzling throne. 
*• Honour, and majesty, and power. 

And thanks, and blessing evermore. 

Thou, Lord, art worthy to receive, 

Who dost through encQess ages live. 
*• For Thou hast bid the creatures be. 

They still subsist to pleasure Thee ; 

Prom Thee they came, to Thee they tend ! 

Their gracious source, their glorious end I * 

K 
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" He shall be like 9f tree planted by the riven of 
water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his 
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper." 

PsAiuLS. 

The Book of Psalms exhibits true Christian 
experience under all its varieties: the experience 
of the Head, and the experience of the members. 
Here we may learn how Jesus felt, soliloquized, 
suffered, and rejoiced. The heart of the Son of 
Man is laid open. The varied experience of the 
" Man of Sorrows " is made known. Here also 
we have the experience of the believer under the 
Law, and in the enjoyment of the Gospel; under 
persecution, and in prosperity; in possession of 
ordinances, and deprived of tiiem ; in darkness, 
and in light ; in strong confidence, and in doubt 
and fear. We naturally turn to the Book of 
Psalms in dark and dreary days, because we al- 
ways find a companion, and trace the footsteps 
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(if the flock ; 80 also in joy and gladness, for no 
language will express our gratitude and praise, 
like the language v/e find in this book. This 
psalm describes man under God's blessing, and 
contrasts him with man under Qod's curse. Or, 
the saint walking consistently, and the sinner 
following the devices and desires of his own 
heart. We look, 

Mrst, at the character, as described by the 
exercise of his afiPections, and the course of his 
life. In the exercise of the affections. He is 
one that loves God's word, he delights in it. To 
him it is a prize, a privilege, a paradise. He 
loves God's word, and therefore must possess it, 
possess it if it is to be had. My oum Bible, 
What a mercy to hold God's word in one's hand, 
and be able to say this ! He loves it so as to 
peruse it. He may read other books ; he must 
read this. He may read portions of another work ; 
he must read the whole of this. It is to him 
among books, as Goliath's sword was to David 
among weapons of war, who said, " There is none 
like it; give me that." He so loves it as to 
study it, and meditate upon it. Study is the 
exercise of the intellect, by which he seeks to 
know the meaning of the various words, sen- 
tences, and paragraphs ; this is often like the 
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winter's light, clear but cold ; useful, but not 
sufficient. Meditation is the exercise of the 
aflPections. It is spiritual mastication ; and as 
frequent and thorough mastication of our natural 
food, is necessary to the health of the body; so 
is frequent and earnest meditation necessary to 
the health of the soul. David could meditate in 
it day and night. Meditation feeds the soul, 
directs the affections, animates the spirit, and 
causes us to grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

In the course of his life, he forsakes God's 
foes, and keeps clear of their snares. He proves 
the truth of Solomon's proverb : " He that 
wajketh with wise men will be wise, but the com- 
panion of fools shall be destroyed." He will not 
stand with the idle, or in the way of the profane. 
They may lose time, and peril eternity, but he 
will not. But, like Jesus, he must be about his 
Eather's business, and can say, " I must work 
the works of Him that sent me " into the world, 
redeemed me from among men, and called me by 
his grace, " while it is day ; for the night cometh, 
in which no man can work." He will not walk 
with them sociably, or as a friend. He will do 
them good if he can ; he must transact business 
with them, bi»t he sqq^ vo^Tifw of their conv 
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pany, and perhaps exclaims, "Gather not mj 
soul with sinners ; " and acts upon the divine 
command, " Gome out from among them, and be 
ye separate." He will not sit with them as com- 
fortable. He is not, cannot be, at home, in their 
society. He is a stranger with them, and a so- 
journer, as all his fathers were. He will stand 
with the upright, walk with the spiritual, and 
sit with the godly ; but not with the profane, 
the carnal, and the depraved. 

Secondly, his situation. He is " like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water." Planted, This 
is the act of another. True religion is the work 
of God. He separates from the wild olive, and 
grafts into the good. He plucks us up out of 
nature's soil, and plants us in the soil of grace. 
Hence believers are called, " Trees of righteous- 
ness, the right-hand planting of the Lord, that 
He may be glorified." When God plants, none 
can root up ; but when others plant, God will. 
Hence Jesus said, " Every plant that my heavenly 
Pather hath not planted shall be rooted up." Be- 
ing planted, he becomes rooted. Some have no 
root in themselves, and in time of temptation 
they fall away. There may be connexion with- 
out union, we may be by the rivers, without be- 
ing trees planted there. Paul speaks of believers, 
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as rooted in Christ,*— rooted and built np in 
Him,«-fls rooted and grounded in love. Job 
could saj, ''My root was spread out by the ira- 
ters, and the dew lay all night upon my branch." 
And when his friends persecuted and afflicted 
him, he intimates that though imperfect and de- 
fective, they should have avoided such a course, 
from the consideration that he was a godly man. 
Hence he says, ''Ye should ask, Wliy persecute 
we him P seeing the root of the matter is found 
in me." What a mercy to have the root of the 
matter in us ! We may have most painful in- 
firmities, numerous imperfections, and a thousand 
causes fpr humiliation ; but if we are rooted in 
Jesus, if we can say, " The root of the matter is 
found in me," all will be well at last. . Being 
rooted, we have this advantage, abundant re- 
sources, "rivers of water." We have the means 
of grace, these are blessed; but we have the 
Spirit of grace, this is far more blessed. The 
means are like the floweiy banks within which 
the waters flow, by which the waters are often 
guided ; but the Spirit is the living water that 
flows through these. The banks, however excel- 
lent the soil, or well constructed, wiU not impart 
life, or make fruitful ; the waters only can do 
this : so the means, however scriptural and beau- 
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tif 111, will not satisfy the longing soul, or replenish 
the sorrowful soul ; the Holy Spirit alone will 
do this. Blessed Spirit, so &ee, so abundant, 
BO BuitaUe are His gracious communications, 
that they may well be represented by " rivers o^ 
water;" and as enjoyed in this world, "rivers 
of water in a dry place.** 

Thirdly, the efeets. Eich fruit, the fruits of 
the Spirit, "love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gen- 
tleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temper* 
ance." Fruits in season ; the active graces in 
prosperity; the passive graces in adversity. Fruits 
suited to health and sickness, poverty and plenty, 
peace and persecution, life and death. An ever' 
green profesnon. "His leaf also shall not wither." 
He is ever beautiful, ornamental, and useful. How 
many professors have we seen wither! They were 
not planted by the waters. They were not secretly 
and regularly supplied with communications of 
peace by the Spirit. They looked beautifal for a 
time, but, alas ! they soon faded, withered, and 
died. General prosperity. " Whatever he doethf 
it shall prosper." Not every temporal thing, 
though this was very much the case, under the 
former dispensation, and is, up to a certain point, 
now. But in spirituals we may carry out the 
words to their utmost latitude ; for Jesus has 
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said, " If ye abide in me, and m j words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be 
done unto you." Mark the twofold abiding! We 
must abide in Jesus; no rambling, roving, or 
backsliding. His words must abide in us, — ^re- 
membered, believed, pleaded. Then we may 
" expect whatsoever we ask." Or, whatsoever 
we do shall prosper. Do we pray ? we prosper. 
Do we. fight P we prosper. Do we sow P we 
prosper. We obtain blessings, conquer our foes, 
and at the great harvest we "shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing, bringing our sheaves 
with us." 

See, beloved, who are God's favourites. Such 
as avoid sin, are distinct from sinners, and com- 
mune much with Himself, through His own holy 
and most blessed word. See the effects of GodTs 
hUssing. When God blesses us we are like a 
tree in a good soil, well watered, — ^we are green, 
graceful, and fruitful; benefiting and blessing 
all about us. See the proof that io« enjoy our 
privileges. Not holy talk merely, but a holy 
walk. Not a mere profession, but a scriptural, 
ornamental, and useful profession. See also, 
the fearful state of many professors. Are they 
like trees planted by rivers of waters P Alas, no ! 
Do they bring forth fruit in season ? Alas, no ! 
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See them in health ; how vain, worldly, frivolufi, 
and gay ! See them in sickness ; how fretful, im- 
patient, and ready to complain ! See them ; — 
bat let each of us look at ourselves, into our- 
selves, and, O may we find evidence that we are 
the blessed of the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth! 

Reader, what are yon ? A Christian, in union 
with Christ, rooted in him, built up in him, de- 
riving your supplies and stability from him? Or, 
Are you a mere worldly character, without 
Christ, a stranger to communion and fellowship 
with Christ ? No questions can be more im- 
portant, for you are either the blessed of the 
Lord, who made heaven and earth ; or you are 
under His curse, and exposed to his wrath. 
Trifle not with a matter so solemn. Delay not 
to examine into a subject so important. It is 
for eternity, and eternity stamps the greatest 
importance on everything connected with it. 
if you should be found among those of whom 
Jesus said, "Bind them in bundles, and bum 
them ! " Bather, may He say, " Gather the 
wheat into my bam ! " 
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BEHOLD THE MAN! 
"Behold the Man! "--John zix. 5. 

The dispensations of Dirine Providence, bring 
out and manifest the nature and disposition of 
man. But no providence ever did this like the 
coming of the Son of God into our world. In 
his whole life He was harmless, nndefiled, full of 
mercy, clothed with power, and went about do- 
ing good. Tet, because He sympathized with 
God, condemned sin, and required submission to 
God's righteousness. He was hated, persecuted, 
and put to death. His judge asked, "What 
evil hath He done P" No reply could be given, 
but they clamoured for His crucifixion. Hatred 
to God, and hatred to holiness, lies embedded in 
the human heart, and under these circumstances 
it is clearly brought out. They have scourged 
Him, crowned Him with thorns, clothed Him 
with an old purple lobe, smitten Him with thdr 
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iiAndSy and now Pilate brings Him forth, saying, 
''Behold the Man!" 

The object to which onr attention is directed 
is a man. Bat such a Man as was never seen 
before. This Man was Jehoyah's fellow, or 
eqnaL Hence the prophet, speaking as God's 
month, and referring to this very time cries, 
"Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, against 
the man that is my feUow, saith the Lord of 
Hosts." In Him dwelt sdl the fnlness of the 
Godhead bodily. That body is the shrine, the 
temple of Deity. His heart was the throne of 
JehoTah. It was God manifest in human flesh. 
He was naturally equal with God, but He yolun- 
tarily became our substitute, that He may be 
our Saviour. He became a man for us. He 
was made under the law for us. He kept all 
the precepts of the law for us. He paid the 
dreadful penalty of the law for us. Ail He did, 
and all He suffered was for us; and as our 
substitute. Having done and suffered all that 
the law and justice of God required. He is our 
Saviour : able to save all that come unto God by 
Him, and determined to save all who put their 
tmat in Him. He is presented to us now as 
r^ected, forsaken, and punished. He was pre- 
sented to Gaiaphas the high-priest, who repre- 
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sented the Jew8» and he rejected Him. He was 
presented to Pilate, the Boman judge, who 
represented the Gentiles, and he rejected Him. 
He is therefore, " despised and rejected of men." 
All His disciples forsook Him and fled. And 
"it pleased the Lord to braise Him, He hath 
put Him to grief.*' What a spectacle! Re- 
jected bj human nature, forsaken of all His 
friends, and punished as the substitute of sinners, 
by His beloved Father. 

Let us behold this Man j for He exercised all 
the virtues that could adorn humanity, and all the 
graces of the Holy Spirit. See his meekness, 
gentleness, patience, faith, fortitude, longsuffer- 
ing, pity, and perfect love to God and man. O 
lovely character ! O perfect pattern of holiness ! 
He endured all the desert of sin. He experi- 
enced the essence of suffering. All that was 
necessaiy for Justice to inflict on the Kepresen- 
tative of myriads of sinners, in order to their 
eternal, salvation. He endured. The cup of sor- 
row, of agony, of God's curse, was presented ; it 
made him tremble, it filled him with distress and 
trouble ; but he took it, and drained it to its 
very dregs. He conquered all our foes. He 
met Satan single-handed in the wilderness, and 
for forty days endured the terrific conflict, until 
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the prince of darkness fled. Bat this was the 
hour of the powers of darkness. All the most 
wicked, powerful, and snccessful of the fallen 
spirits, were gathered together, for the last onset. 
He met them. He engaged with them. He 
conquered them. He triumphed over them. 
Blessed Jesus, I would give glory to Thy name 
for conquering my infernal foes ! He answered 
to all the types of the law, whether offerer, offer- 
ing, priest, altar, or temple ; to all the predictions 
of the prophets, who wrote of Messiah suffering 
and dying for the sins of His people ; to all the 
expectations of His saints, for the salvation of 
Israel was now come out of Zion, and one Man 
had appeared to die for the people. He satisfied 
God fully, and He should satisfy us. What a 
wondrous Man ! Many remarkable persons had 
appeared before, but none like Him. He stands 
single and alone. A wonder in all worlds, an 
object of admiration to saints and angels. 

We are all called to behold Him. Pilate 
calls ; he says, " Behold the man !" His Father 
calls us ; he says, "Behold my servant whom I 
uphold, mine elect in whom my soul delighteth!" 
Himself calls us; for he cries, "Behold me, be- 
hold me." Suiner, behold Him, for he suffeis 
for thee. Seeker, behold Him, he is punished 
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to save thee. Backslider, behold ]£m, he en- 
dures to reooTer thee. Lukewarm professor, 
behold Him, he sets an example before thee. 
Believer, behold Him, and learn to suffer pa- 
tiently. Behold, and adore Him heartily. Be- 
hold, and trust in Him implicitly. My soul, 
behold the man! See His grief-stricken counte- 
nance, his attenuated fiame, his breaking heart, 
his bleeding brow; he is enduring all this for 
thee. Behold Him, nor doubt his love, nor 
question his veracity, nor fear thy foes, nor dread 
thy heavenly Fath^s wrath. Behold Him, as 
the proof of God's love to thee, as the oonlinn- 
ation of all the promises made to thee, as the 
pledge of all the blessings set before thee. Be- 
hold, and sympathize with him, Ipok on the 
pierced One, and ** mourn for him." Bdiold, 
and give thyself afresh unto him; say anew, "I 
am the Lord's." Behold, and crucify thy flesh 
with its passions and lusts. Behold, until a deep 
impression is made upon thy heart, and the love 
of sin departs. Behold Him, if tempted to mur- 
mur, or complain, or repine at any of the dispen- 
sations of Divine Providence. Behold Him, if 
persecuted and hated of men for the Lord's sake, 
and leam to endure in silence, without feeling 
revenge, or indulging an unforgiving spirit. Be 
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liclJ Bim, when Satan or the world allures thee 
to p«o, or would draw thee from thy €k)d. Bti- 
Kold Bim, when death stares thee in the faoe, 
and the graye is ready for thee. "Behold the 
iiHMi ! " Behold, and love him more. Behold, 
sad imitate him more. Behold, and serve him 
mare. Behold, and have fellowedup with him in 
bis sufferings, that yon may be made oonform- 
sble I nto his death. May the Man of Sorrows 
be daily before my eye ; and may I only look 
from him as suoh, to look forward for his com- 
ing in power and great glory. to see him 
descend in the clouds, and all the holy angels 
with him, to be cau^t up to meet him in the 
air« and so be for ever with him ! What a con- 
trast will there be, between His first and seoond 
coming ; his cross and his throne ; his crown of 
thorns, and his crown of glory ; as he appeared 
beside Pilate, before the Jewish rabble, and as 
surrounded with all the armies of heaven, and 
all his saints with him ! May I not only see 
iiim, but grace, and enjoy, the triumphs of that 
dayl 
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GOD'S DESIGN IN DISCOVERING SIN. 



** Why dost Thou show me iniquily ? ** 

Hab. i 3. 



To manifest iniquity within us, is part of the 
work of the Holy Spirit ; while to discover ini- 
quity without us, is one of the ends of Diviae 
Providence. As believers in Jesus, we are daily 
learning out more of the pollution and depravity 
of our nature; and as inhabitants o^the world, 
we are daily disoovering more of the sin that is 
in the world. If the Lord discovers iniquity to 
us as an act of grace, he leads us to sympathize 
with himself respecting it ; and then we hate it, 
seek to free ourselves from it, and bear our tes- 
timony against it. The design on the Lord's 
part is always gracious, the effects on our part 
are various. The Lord's end is worthy of him- 
self, and the result in our experience will be 
useful. Let us ask with the prophet, "Why 
dost Thou show me iniquity P" 
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First, to produce humility. We are prone to 
think more highly of oarselves than we oaght 
to think, we lose sight of onr origin, we forget 
our desert, and we swell with self-importance. 
Then the Lord allows the cormption of oar na- 
ture to work, the evils of the heart to aPPear^ 
and we have a fresh view of our fallen condition. 
We see that our nature is radically bad, that our 
heart is a nest of unclean birds, and that our 
motives and actions are impure. This brings us 
down from our eminence, lays us in the dust, 
fills us with confusion, and we exclaim, with 
Job, " Behold, I am vile ! " We are now con- 
tracted into our own proper dimensions, we see 
that our place is the dust, and that God would 
be infinitely»just in our eternal destruction. 

Secondly, to endear the Lord Jesus. The 
Saviour is never so precious, as when we have 
a vivid sense of our own sinfulness, and a mani- 
festation of the sins from which He died to de- 
liver us. He may have much lip-love, when we 
have wrong views of ourselves; but He will 
have heart-love, when the Lord shows us our 
iniquities. Then we love Him, for his condescen- 
sion in noticing us, for his grace in assuming 
our nature, and for his great mercy in putting 
" away our iniquities by the sacrifice of himself.'' 
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When we look up from the depths of humOiiy, 
into which a discoyery of sin hath brought us, 
then the Saviour does appear lovely, his grace is 
precious, his name is sweet, and his salvation is 
glorious. If Jesus is to be endeared to our 
hearts, the Lord must show us iniquity. 

Thirdly, to excite gratitude, A sense of our 
desert, on the one hand; and of the love of 
Jesus, on the other; will fill our hearts witii 
gratitude. When we look unto the rock whence 
we were hewn, and to the hole of the pit wlie&ee 
we were digged; when we look at what our 
lives have been, and down into the hell which 
our conduct deserved, and realize the greatness 
of the mercy shown, we become grateful And 
just in proportion as the Lord shows us iniquity, 
and we realize salvation from the desert of «hat 
iniquity, will be the depth and power of our gra- 
titude. The Lord loves to see us grateful, to 
hear our feeble praises, and to observe the tear 
of gratitude starting in the eye, and therefore 
he shows us iniquity. 

Fourthly, to awaken concern for others. For 
when we perceive sin in ourselves, and realize 
the desert of it ; and then look round and see 
iniquity abounding in every direction, and realize 
something of the nature of that heU wkieh is 
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the just punishment of such iniqaities ; a con« 
oem aiises in our hearts for the perishing thou- 
sands that surround us. We do not half feel 
for their state, because we haye not vivid views 
of iniquity; nor have we half the concern we 
ought to have for their deliverance from a de- 
served helL If we felt the concern we ought 
for them, how should we pray for them, watch 
for opportunities to speak to them, and use every 
means to snatch them as fire-brands from the 
flames? May the Lord awaken a deep and 
abiding concern for simiers in our hearts, even 
if it be necessary, in order thereto, to show us 
more of iniquity. 

Fifthly, to lead u$ to activity. We are not 
half alive in God's cause, nor half diligent 
enough in God's work. The truth of the gospel 
becomes common-place, and the condition of 
those around us ceases to impress us. We lose 
sight of the fact that sin is infinitely offensive 
to God, that those around us must be delivered 
from it, or perish for it. The thought of rela- 
tives and neighbours, and the mass of mankind 
going to an eternal hell, does not affect us ; there- 
,fore we slumber and sleep, procrastinate and put 
off, and are anything but active isi God's cause. 
31ay the Lord so show us iniquity, in its nature, 
imd in its consequences on those around us, as 

Digitized by Google 



196 god's design 

to stir ns up to activity in His cause, and zeal 
for the conversion of souls. 

Sixthly, to compel us to justify God in His 
judgments. When we see what wickedness there 
is in our hearts, and in our world ; and how that 
wickedness is in direct opposition to God's law, 
and is grieving Qod's heart ; can we do other- 
wise than wonder at His forbearance, and justify 
Him in the judgments He inflicts P This closes 
the mouth from complaining, and the heart from 
repining; and, under the sorest visitations, we 
exclaim, ''Bighteous art Thou, Lord, when I 
plead with Thee." The Lord is righteous in all 
that is brought upon us. ''The Lord is right- 
eous in all His ways, and holy in all His works." 

Lastly, to Jill us with admiration at His sooe- 
reij/n loee. He could not naturally love sinners. 
He could not love such as we are, or those who 
are around us, for anything in us, or for any- 
thing done by us. If he love, it must be freely. 
If he bless, it must be in sovereignty. But he 
has told us, that he has loved such as we are, 
with an everlasting love; and therefore with 
lovingkindness drew them to himsetf. That he 
has loved his chosen people, even as he has loved 
his only-begotten Son. Now just in proportion 
to our knowledge of iniquity on the one hand, 
A of God's infinite love on the other, will be 
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our admiration of the conduct of the Most High. 
They who know most of sin^ and of their sinful 
selTes, most admire the wondrous love of God ; 
and if we are to he filled with admiration of 
Qod'& love, we most be shown our iniquities. 
May the Lord so deal with us as to fill us with 
profound humility, to endear to us the Lord 
Jesus, to excite in us fervent gratitude, to 
awaken in us a Uvely coneem for the salyaticm 
of all around us, to lead us actively to engage 
in every attempt to pluck sinners as brands from 
ths burning, to justify him heartily in all his 
judginents, and to fill us with admiration of his 
soTsreign love. 

Eeader, you must see iniquity, so as to hate 
it, seek the pardon of it, flee from it, and justify 
God in punishing it ; or you will remam a stran- 
ger to salvation, to the joys of real religion, and 
to that holiness without which no man can see 
the Lord, Unless we see iniquity, flee to Jesus 
to be saved from it, and have our hearts set 
against it, we shall be eternally punished for it. 
Hell is the effect of sin, the natural consequence 
of iniquity ; it is the sinner reaping what he has 
sown, and receiving the due desert of his deeds. 
May free grace save both writer and reader 
from ever experiencing it. 
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* Thou hast delivered my soul from death: wilt 
not Thou deliver my feet from falling, Uiat 1 
may walk before God in the light of the 
living?"— PSAL. Ivl 18. 

The realization of danger calls to lefleoticNi, 
and reflection often leads to renewed exercises 
of faith, and fresh applications to the Lord's 
throne. David never felt so deeply, prayed so 
fervently, or wrote so profitably as when he was 
in danger. Danger is the forerunner of deliver- 
ance, it comes to show, us our need of God, to 
stir us up to apply to God, and to call into ex- 
ercise the delivering hand of Grod. Past deliver- 
ances prompt us to apply for fresh manifestations 
of mercy ; and the more we receive from God, 
the more we are encouraged to ask of Him, and 
expect from Him. He that hath delivered, doth 
deliver. In the text we have. 

First, a grateful acknotoledgment. '* Thou haal 
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delivered my soul from death." His body from 
uatural death, his soul from spiritual and eternal 
death. We were once all dead in sin. We should 
all have been dead in sin at this moment, if God 
had not of His rich grace " quickened us toge- 
ther with Christ." To be dead in sin is the yery 
worst state we can be in, and the most danger- 
ous. While in it, we are satisfied with it, and 
never seek deliverance from it. The first feeling 
of danger, the first desire of deliverance, the 
first eiy for mercy, is of the Lord. In religion, 
God always begins first. He quickens, or we 
should never fed. He works in us, or we should 
never fear His wrath, nor seek for His mercy. 
" Thou hast delivered my soul from death." .The 
tigeni delivering is the Holy Spirit. He is the 
8(de Author of all spiritual life. The season of 
deliverance is the time of our conversion to God ; 
when we turn from all our idols, to seek the liv- 
ing and true God. The etndences of our deliver- 
ance are, — ^prayer, which is the breath of the 
new-bom soul, the putting forth of the life of 
God in the soul of man, — godly sorrow, or grief 
of heart for sin, that we have grieved God, and 
been the cause of the death of the Son of God, 
— iiaith, or simple trust m the word and work of 
Jeans, iix access to God, and acceptance with 
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God, — a desire to be kept from fallmg^ from fiUl* 
ing into sin, from falling so as to diskomrar 
God, and disgrace religion. Wherever these 
evidences are found, however weak or imperfect 
tliey may be, there is the life of Grod ; there is 
the work of the Holy Spirit ; and there is the 
warrant to say, "Thou hast delivered my sool 
from death." 

Secondly, a pathetic appeal " Wilt not Thou 
deliver my feet from falling ? " Spiritual bless- 
ings go in connexion. Like the links in a chain, 
the one draws the other after it. Having one^ 
we feel we need more, we desire more, we seek 
more, and then we receive more. He that thinks 
he has grace enough, has none. He that feeJa 
his heart set upon obtaining spiritual blessings* 
has at least one ; and that one the most impor- 
tant, for he has life — ^spiritual life ; as it is only 
spiritual life that thirsts, pants, and prays fin: 
spiritual blessings. But even where there is 
spiritual Ufe there is danger, as saith the apostle* 
"Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed, 
least he fall." We may fall into sin, even when 
we cannot fall into hell. We may break onr 
bones, when we cannot break our neck. We ma; 
make sad work for repentance, when we do nc^ 
incur a sentence of final condemnation. We are 
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htkie to &1I by error, which is specious and 
powexfo], — ^by Satan, who is cratty and malicious, 
by our weakness, which is great and often ap- 
pears increasing, — ^by sinful pleasures, in which 
the flesh takes delight, — ^by our unhallowed 
tempers, which need constant watchfulness and 
incessant prayer, — ^and by erroneous persons, 
who may, like Satan, lie in wait to deceive. We 
ther^ore need keeping, constant keeping, divine 
keeping ; and this made David cry, " Keep me 
as the apple of the eye, hide me under the 
shadow of Thy wing." And, "Wilt not Thou 
deliver my feet from falling P" Our path is often 
slif^ry, and we are apt to be incautious ; but 
it is our unspeakable mercy, that God has pro- 
mised to keep us. " He keepeth the feet of His 
saints." But He will have us feel our need of 
his keeping, make us willing to be kept by Him, 
and plead with Him to keep us. Hence the 
text, "Wilt not Thou keep my feet from fall- 
ing ?" Thou hast given me life, hitherto pre- 
served that life, made great and precious promi- 
ses, wilt Thou not keep me? Thy mercy is 
tender; thy precepts require of me; I heartily 
desire to be kept ; thou knowest my foolishness, 
weakness, and inexperience ; will thou not keep 
my feet fh>m falling P — ^Blessed spirit of prayer 
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ihiB ! Sweet sense of weakness this 1 May we 
ever possess the one, and experience the other. 

Thirdly, a holy design. " That I may walk 
before the Lord, in the light of the living." I 
wish to make progress ; I would not lie down, 
sit^ or stand still ; I wish to walk on. To make 
progress, in holiness, which is the mark at which 
I aim ; in nsefolness, which is the end for which 
I wish to live; in happiness, which will adorn 
my profession, and bring honour to God. I would 
walk brfore the Lord, as a loving child before a 
loving father ; as under his eye, courting inspec- 
tion ; as within his hearing, wishing all to be 
seen. I would be impressed with such a sense 
of Thy presence, as will produce caution, cir- 
cumspection, and daily watchfulness. "In the 
land of the living." Those who are aUve unto 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord; who live 
to God, and live for God. I would walk before 
them, so as to convince them of my sincerity ; 
with them, so as to improve, or improve by them. 
So as to do good or get good continually. *' In. 
the light." Not courting obscurity, or conceal- 
ment ; but acting so strictly in accordance with 
my profession, as neither to be afraid nor 
ashamed to be seen by any of thy saints. This 
posture is safe, a Fathei*s watchful eye resting 
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npon US ; it is vise, for it preserves from in 
numerable evils; and it is honourable, standing 
like Solomon's servants, always in the presence 
of the King. 

Beloved, are you quickened P Can you say, 
" I was dead, but God hath raised me from the 
dead ; I was blind, but He has given me sight ; 
I was an alien, but his grace has made me a 
child P' Are you concerned to be divinely kept P 
Do you fear danger, tremble at sin, aud daily 
cxy out» "Hold Thou me up, and I shall be 
sale?" Is it your object to walk before God, 
as your observer; with God, as your Father; 
and after God, as your example? These are 
tlie best proofs of Christianity, better far than 
priding oneself in a sound creed ; trusting to 
mere professions; or relying on external cere- 
monies. A sound creed is exceedingly valuable, 
if it is adorned with a holy life; impressions 
that lead us to hate sin, loathe self, prize the 
Saviour, and cleave to the Lord, are of the 
greatest importance; and the ceremonies that 
Christ himself has instituted, are of great use, 
if they are not misplaced, or idolized. May we 
hare grace to use, but not abuse, God's truth, 
or God's ordinances ; that we may bring glory 
to his most holy and ever-blessed name. 
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THE VALUE AND USE OF BLOOD. 
" Not without blood."— Hbb. ix. 7. 

Blood ! There is something startling in the 
sound of blood, and often more startling in ike 
sight of it. Yet every part of the Bible is 
sprinlded with blood ; and from the sin of Adam 
to the death of Jesus, God required all the blood. 
The blood is the life. When God gaye man a 
being, he required that his life should be spent 
in his service, to his praise. When man failed 
to obey, his existence was forfeited, and blood 
was required. The Son of God, in the ever- 
lasting covenant, had engaged to shed His blood 
for us ; in consequence of which, animal blood 
was demanded in sacrifice, until His blood should 
be shed. Abel sacrificed and offered blood : so 
did ail the patriarchs. Thus they confessed gailt» 
acknowledged their desert, agreed to subetitu.. 
tion, and exercised faith in a coming Saviour. 
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Under the law, everything was sanctified with 
blood ; priests and people, tabernacle and furni- 
ture, the book of the covenant, and even the 
mercy-seat. Blood was constantly kept before 
the eyes of the people; and in reference to access 
to God, acceptance with God, or obtaining bles- 
sings from God, the law said, "Not without 
blood." When the blood of Jesus was shed, no 
more blood was required: God was satisfied. 
Bat all our privileges, blessings, and enjoyments, 
come to us through blood ; the precious blood of 
Jesus. Are we redeemed P It is through the 
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
Uemish and without spot. Are we justified? 
It is by His blood. Have we peace? It is 
through His blood. Let us look at a few parti- 
culars, and see the value and use of the blood. 

There is no atonement without blood, for " it 
is the blood that maketh atonement for the soul." 
The blood of Jesus alone could atone for sin. 
That met the Divine requirements, that honoured 
the Diyine government, that laid a foundation 
on ^ich God and man could meet and be friends. 
We are reconciled to God by the death of His 
Son. We have peace with God by "feith in His 
) lood." The blood of Jesus made a full, perfect, 
and everlasting atonement for all sin ; thafc 
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whosoever believeth may not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 

There is no pardon without blood. We have 
redemption through His blood, even the forgive- 
ness of our sins ; but, without shedding of blood, 
there is no remission of sin. Justice must be 
satisfied before grace can be exercised toward 
sinners; and thus God is just, while He is the 
justifier of him that believeth in Jesus. Through 
the blood any one may obtain pardon, for nothing 
is easier, nothing is more pleasant to God, than 
to Dardon sinners for the sake of Jesus ; hence 
it (3 written, "If we confess our sins. He is 
ffubhful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness." But while 
God pardons every sinner who applies for pardon 
through the blood of Jesus, he will not pardon 
in any other way ; for no blood, no pardon; no 
pleading the blood, no enjoyment of pardon. 

There is no reconciliation to God without blood. 
Jesus has made peace through the blood of His 
cross; and it is at the cross, and at the cross 
alone, that God will meet sinners, and receive 
them into His favour and friendship. God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself; 
and it is through the blood of Jesus that Ho 
manifests His pity, compassion, and infinite love 
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now ; and it is the manifestation of His pity, 
compassion, and love, that breaks our hearts, 
produces evangelical repentance, fills us with 
boly love, and so reconciles us to God's character, 
perfections, and government. 

There is no access to God without blood. The 
way to the mercy-seat was sprinkled with blood, 
and the blood in the basin was carried in the hand 
of the priest when he went into the holiest ; so 
that the first thing that the eye of God saw, was 
the blood, and on account of that, he accepted 
both priest and people. It is through Jesus — 
Jesus as the slain Lamb — that we, both Jews and 
Gentiles, have access by one Spirit unto the 
father. The new and living way into the holiest 
is consecrated for us by the blood of our great 
High Priest, and we have now access with coil- 
fidence by the faith of Him. 

There is no subduing sin without blood. Un- 
pardoned sin is unconquered sin ; for we can 
never subdue sin, unless it is brought into contact 
with the blood of Christ. If the weeds of sin fade 
and die, it is because the blood of Jesus is laid 
at the roots. The 4nore we exerdse faith in the 
blood of Jesus, the more power we^ain over our 
corruptions, and the more easily we overcome 
our evil propensities. 
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There is no cleansing from sin without blood. 
Guilt will adhere to the conscienoe, torment the 
spirit, confuse the judgment, and produce a 
thousand horrid fears, until the blood of Jesus 
is sprinkled upon it. But if we walk in the light, 
as our God is in the lights we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son eleametk us from all sin. All sin ; 
every sin ; every stain, every trace of sin. Thus 
the blood of Christ puigeth our consdenoea from 
dead works, to serve the living and the true God. 
Precious, precious blood of Jesus ! 

There is no conquering Satan without blood. 
He cares not for our reasonings. He laughs at 
many of our feeble attempts to conquer Jmn. 
But the blood of Jesus makes him tremble and 
flee before us. Hence it is written of the tempted 
and persecuted saints of old, that though the 
old serpent the Devil deceived the whole world, 
"they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, 
and the word of their testimony, for they loved 
not their lives unto the death.'* Satan will surely 
flee before us, if we resist him steadfast in the 
faith ; steadfastly believing in the infinite virtue 
and everlasting efficacy of the blood of Jeaua. 

There is no walking with God without Uood. 
No criminal can be permitted to enjoy the frkad- 
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sliip and fellowship of the Sovereign ; and such 
are we, until the blood is apprehended by us, and 
applied to us. If I would come to God, enjoy 
peace with God, realize acceptance before God, 
and hold close and intimate communion with 
God, it must be through the blood of His dear 
Son. I must therefore daily use the blood, 
washing my robes and making them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 

There is no peace in death without blood. 

Death dissipates a thousand fancies, destroys a 

thousand false refuges, and strips off a thousand 

false coverings. Many have found that what did 

for health and ease, will not do for sickness and 

death. Nothing but the blood of Christ, at the 

root of our profession, as the ground of our hope, 

as our plea at the throne of grace, will give us 

peace in the hour of death. But if we see the 

worth and excellency of the blood of Jesus, if we 

rely on it alone for our acceptance with God, if 

we oppose it to our sins, doubts, and fears, there 

will foe peace ; solid, settled, substantial peace. 

There is no admission to heaven without blood. 

Our titie-deeds must be signed with blood, or 

our claim to the heavenly mansions will not be 

admitted. We go to heaven because Jesus left 

ity oame to earth, and died to entitle us to it ; 

p 
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and if we attempt to go on any other groDnds, 
we sliall be rejected and eternally expelled. No 
blood, no heaven. The priest dared not enter 
the holiest of all, which typified heaven, without 
blood ; nor shall we be allowed to puss over the 
threshold of the celestial city, without the blood 
of Jesus be on us. 

finally, no boldness at the judgment, without 
blood. This alone will blot out our sins, justify 
our persons, meet all the demands made upon 
us, and silence every accuser who rises up against 
us. But the blood of Jesus will do all this. F<Nr 
ten thousand worlds, I would not meet God in 
judgment, without the blood of Jesus. But if 
His blood satisfies justice, magnifies the Jaw; 
harmonizes the Divine attributes, blots out all mj 
sins, justifies my person, cleanses my garments,' 
silences all my accusers, and brings the greatest 
possible glory to Qod by my salvation, why 
should I fear the judgment P Shall I not boldly 
face it, and with everlasting joy r^oioe m my 
acquittal at it P Precious blood of Jesus ! I will 
seek grace to have more to do with Thee« to 
exercise more confidence in Thee, and to speak 
more of Thee than ever I have done ! 

There must be blood on the altar, where we 
place our sacrifices. There must be Uood on the 
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mercy-seat, where we offer our prayers. There 
moat be blood on the conscience, when it passes 
its verdict. For, except this be the case, our 
sacrifices will not be accepted, our prayers will 
not be heard, and our consciences will condemn 
US. In reference therefore to every duty I per- 
form, every privilege I enjoy, every prospect I 
anticipate, I will say, "Not without blood/' 
In reference to every hope I cherish, every 
blessing 1 desire, every conquest I seek, I will 
say, ''Not without hloodr I will expect no 
peace of conscience, no joy in the Holy 6host« 
no suoeess in my work, no admission into heaven, 
withoat blood. But for alll ask of God, for all 
I anticipate in time, and all I hope for in eter- 
niftj, I will plead the blood of Jesus, and the 
blood of Jesus alone. No blood, no pardon. No 
blood, no peace. No blood, no vigorous graces. 
No blood, no salvation. For all religion is delo- 
sioB* all faith is presumptuous, all joys are 
deceptions, which do not spring from, or which 
are not sustained by, the blood of the Lamb» 
slain from the foundation of the world. 
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CHURCH. 

"Thou art all fiur, my lo^a; there is no spot m 
thee."— SoKO iv. 7. 

This book represents the love of the Man, 
Christ Jesus, to his people, his admiration of 
them, and communion with them. Every spiri- 
tual person more or less understands it; but it 
requires deep spirituality, much intimacy with 
Jesus, and some knowledge of the manners and 
customs of the East, fully to enter into it. It 
is a most precious part of God's inspired word. 
In the Old Testament it is like Paradise among 
the gardens, or the tree of Hfe among the trees 
of that garden. May the Holy Spirit lead us 
into it, and favour us with the rich enjoyment 
of the fellowship represented by it. 

The object of Christ's love, is His Church, 
All that were given to Him by His Father. All 
that are redeemed by His most precious blood. 
All that are quickened and sanctified by Hia 
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Hdiy Spirit. Such He calls ''My hve." He 
compares them to a comely and delicate woman. 
In His view, she is incomparably beaatifol; but 
in her own eyes she is blaick, unsightly as the 
tents of Kedar. She sees so much of her own 
inward depravity, and feels so much of the work- 
ing of the law in the members^ that she often 
loathes herself, and lying low at His feet, ex- 
claims, "Behold, I am vile." In her conduct, 
she is represented as at times unstable and 
unkind ; refusing to rise from the pillow of ease 
to admit her Beloved, though He was saturated 
with the dews, and called to her, sayings " Open 
to me, my love." She was drowsy and cold, so 
that He had to call to her, invite her, and exhort 
her to rise up and accompany Him to enjoy the 
pleasures He had provided for her. She was 
timid as the dove, without heart or courage; 
which led Him to say, " My dove, that art in the 
clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the 
atairs, let me hear thy voice, let me see thy 
coimtenanoe; for sweet is thy voice, and thy 
oountenance is comely." She was too pleased, 
intimate, and affected with the company of 
others; in consequence of which, he calls to 
her, saying, "Thou that dwellest in the gai- 
deot^ the companions hearken unto thy voice ; 
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cause me to hear it." How exactly like us, so 
unstable, so unkind to Jesus, so dull and diows j, 
so timid and fearful, so much taken up with the 
things of time. Tet her love to Him was sinoere, 
hearty, and constant ; so is ours. We do love 
Him, though not so ardently as we wish. We 
are sincere, and we can often say, "Thou knowest 
all things; Thou knowest that I love Thee.'' 
Even at the lowest, we can say, "Thou knowest 
that I deiire to Uwe Thee" Yes, Jesus has our 
hearts ; if we love any one, we love Him. If we 
desire union with any one, it is with Him. If 
we enjoy the company of any one, it is £Us com- 
pany. We have loved Him ever since He was 
made known to us by His Holy Spirit, and we lore 
Him still. There have been interruptions in the 
exercise of our love, but it is still embedded in 
our hearts. We can find no substitute for Jesus, 
nor do we desire to find any. He is all our saiva- 
tion, and all our desire. If we could love Him 
as we wish, our souls would be all on flame^ and 
always on flame, with love to Him. 

T%e estimate Jeeue has of His Churek is, that 
she is all fair, and without spot. " Thtm art aU 
fair, my hoe** He views her now as slie will 
be by-and-bye; calling things that are not, as 
though they were. She will be alllair and fault- 
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less; as it is written, ^ Christ also loved the 
ehnreh, and gave Himself for it, that He might 
sanctify and deanse it with the washing of water 
bj the word, and present it to Himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or anjiBuch 
thing." He looked upon her with a lover's eyes, 
whidi overlooked all her defects, and fixed only 
on her excellencies. He admired the work of 
His own Spirit in her. That work is a holy 
work ; a beautiful work ; a work of the highest 
excellence. It produces love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, and faith ; all of 
whieh are lovely in the eyes of Jesus. " There 
is no spot in thee" His perfect righteousness 
covers her, and hides eveiy spot. Looking upon 
herself, she exclaims, " We are all as an uuclean 
thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags." Very unfit to be the bride of Him who 
is the brightness of the Father's glory, and the 
express image of His person. But, looking upon 
herself in Jesus, she says, " I will greatly rejoice 
in the Lord ; my soul shall be joyful in my God ; 
for He hath clothed me with the garments of 
salvation; He hath covered me with the robe of 
righteousness ; as a bridegroom decketh himself 
^th ornaments, and as a bride adometh herself 
with her jewels." Precious Saviour! Thou didst 
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not only work out, and bring in, this magnifioent 
garment, but Thou pattest it upon our souls 
with thine own hands ! He hath clothed me ; 
He haUi covered me. Yes; Jesus makes us 
k)yely, and then calls us so. His own graces 
adorn His beloved. His blood-bought bride, until, 
as it is said by the prophet, " Thy renown went 
forth for thy beauty ; for it was perfect through 
my comeliness, that I put upon thee, saitk the 
Lord Qod." Her perfect image was before Him 
when He thus commended her. He saw the 
purpose of His Father fulfilled ; the end of His 
work accomplished; as it is written, "Whom 
He did foreknow. He also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of His Son; that He 
might be the iirst-bom among many brethren : 
moreover, whom He did predestinate^ them de 
also called ; and whom He called, them He also 
justified ; and whom He justified, them He also 
glorified." 

The title by whieh Jesus calls His Ckurek is, 
"My love" This expresses His choice of us, 
for He has chosen us to be His, from all about 
us; His preference of us, for He prefers His 
people to all the universe besides; His strong 
attachment, for His love is as strong as death, 
and stronger too; His high esteem, for He 
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esteems His people even above angels. He saw 
the angels fall, and He took not hold of their 
nature to redeem them ; but when His people 
fell. He assumed their nature, took their place, 
became their Substitute, died in their stead, 
went into heaven to plead their cause, and will 
soon come again to receive them to Himself. 
Well may He exclaim, "Ye have not chosen 
Me, but I have chosen you." " I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love, therefore with 
loving-kindness have I drawn thee." wond- 
rous love ! more wondrous lover ! 

Believer, Christ's views of thee are not like 
thy own. He speaks of you in very different 
language from what you would speak of yourself. 
He says, you are "all fair; there is no spot in 
thee;" md. what He calls you, He will make 
jou. He calls things that are not, as though 
they were, to express the certainty of their being 
so ; because He is determined and engaged to 
make them so. We shall soon be all that Christ 
says we are. All His purposes towards us are 
love. All His thoughts of us are thoughts of 
love. If Christ think thus of us, never mind 
what others think; His thoughts are right, theirs 
wrong; His wise, theirs foolish; His shall be 
realized, theirs disappointed. Cluist often com- 
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mends when man condemns. His apostles, the 
primitive saints, and the holy martyrs^ were 
condemned by man, and considered unfit to live; 
but Jesus commended, sustained, and will reward 
them. As Christ speaks to us on earth, so He 
speaks of us to His Father ill heaven. There 
He pleads our cause, because He loves us; there 
He will cany our cause, for He has wisdom, 
weight, and worth enough to do it. He opens 
His heart, expresses His desire, utters His will; 
sajing, "Father, I will that they also whom 
Thou hast given me, be with me where I amt 
that they may behold my glory which Thou hast 
given me; for Thou lovedst me before the foun- 
dation of the world." Blessed be Jesus for His 
love, His love to us ; for the revelation of His 
love in the word ; specially by His Spirit in the 
heart! Let us therefore close our meditation 
in the language of Jude, "Now unto Him that 
is able to keep us from faUing, and to present «# 
fauUleu before the presence of His glory with 
exeeeding joy, to the (mly wise God our Saviour, 
be gloiy and majesty, dominion and power, both 
now and for ever. Amen." 
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"The Lord is good unto them that wait for Hun; 
to the soul that seeketh Him."— Lav. iiL 26. 

The testimony of a well-tried man is always 
valaable, as a tried testimony ; and if ever man 
was deeply and peculiarly tried, it was Jeremiah. 
His strong affections procured him strong afflic- 
tions; and his drcomstances were such as few 
have ever been placed in. War, bloodshed, 
captivity, destruction, and desolation, riding in 
triumph aU around him ; hated, misrepresented, 
imprisoned, tempted, and filled with pain and 
sorrow himself; while Qod seemed to leave him 
in the hands of men« and hide Himself from him. 
It was in such trials that he learned the value of 
the truth; and in them, and after them, that he 
bore this testimony to the goodness of his God : 
"The Lord is good unto them that wait for 
Him ; unto the soul that seeketh Him." 

To whom f " To the soul that seeketh Him," 
The Scriptures are full of -encouragement to 
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seeking souls, for seeking is one of the charac- 
teristics of the Lord's own people. They all 
seek to know Him, and so to know Him as to 
pufc their trust in Him. They seek to receiTe 
from Him aU needed blessings ; the blessings of 
providence, and the blessings of grace. They 
seek to commune with Him as with a father and 
a friend. They seek to ascertain His will, and 
obtain grace to obey it. They seek to realize an 
interest in His love, the enjoyment of His 
favour, and the fulfilment of His precious word. 
They seek Him in His own way, by earnest, 
fervent, persevering prayer; above and before 
everything else ; and they seek Him until they 
find Him. 

'* To them that wait for Him/* The Lord will 
appear, but it shall be in His own time. Tne 
Lord will work for us, but it shall be in His own 
way. Abraham had to wait more than twenty 
years for Isaac ; Jacob had to serve Laban as 
long; and Joseph had years of sorrow and im- 
prisonment, until the iron entered into his souL 
But neither of them waited in vain, neither were 
they ashamed of their waiting. Hope deferred 
may make the heart sick ; but when the desire 
cometh, it is a tree of life. Now many of the 
Lord's people have to wait long for Wm, and all 
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ha^e to wait more or less. He need not hurry, 
who inhabits eternity ; nor will He be hurried 
by His creatures ; no, not by His own people. 
His purposes are formed. His phms are drawn. 
His times are fixed, and He doeth aooording to 
Hia will. His people hare to wait for Him to 
work for them; they need that wrought in them, 
and done for them, which none but Qod can do ; 
they apply to Him, plead with Him, expect from 
Him, but have to wait for Him. They have to 
wait for Him to confer needed blessings upon 
them. He keeps His blessings in His own pos- 
session. He dispenses them with His own hand. 
He teaches His people their need of them, pro- 
duces a desire for them, leads them to His throne 
to ask for them, and enhances their value by 
keeping them waiting for them. They have to 
wait for Him to reveal Himself to them ; the 
Most High, like the sun, can only be seen in His 
own light ; His people want to enjoy His mani- 
festations, and to rejoice in His presence as a 
sin-pardoning God and gracious Father; for this 
they long, sigh, groan, and pray ; the privilege 
is certain, but they must wait the Lord's time 
for the enjoyment of it. They have to wait for 
Him to confirm His word to them: they read it, 
believe it, plead for it, hope for its fulfilment. 



Digitized by Google 



223 A TESmCOKT. 

bat are kept waiting for its aoeomplishment. 
They wait with ardent desire, earnest longings, 
hearty prayers; in the way of His precepts, and 
in the obser?anoe of His ordinances: m waitiiig 
they are blessed, and the etui of their waiting is 
the realisation of the blessing waited for. Henoe^ 
The teitmomf. " The Lord is good tmto them 
that wait for Him; to the soul that seeketh 
Him." This testimony was experimental;— 
Jeremiah could say, "Lo! this, I have proved 
it." It was inspired, for he spake as he was 
moTcd by the Holy Ghost. Its proof was, that 
God had testified His approbation of such; had, 
in all ages, sanctioned them; and had never 
failed, in the end, to satisfy them. Long did 
Jacob wait for the salvation of the Lord ; but be 
died an old man, amd eati^ed. Its object is, to 
encoorage faith, prayer, and patience; that we 
should believe when we cannot see, pray on 
when the Lord does not answer, and patie&Uy 
wait when eveiything seems to be against us. 
Another object is, to fortify ns against doabt, 
fear, and temptation. It is so natural to doubt 
God's veracity and faithfulness, that we often 
fall into it before we are aware of it. It is so 
common to fear that God will not. do as He has 
said, that we need constantly to be caatioaed 
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against it, and lu^d to resist it. We are all 
tempted to indulge hard thoughts of Qod, and 
to draw rash conclusions from His delays, that 
it is needful to fortify us against it. This testi- 
mony of the tried prophet is intended for this 
purpose. Another object is, to do honour to 
God's veracity, faithfubess, and benevolence. 
It is just saying, " God is true, whatever you 
may feel, tthiok, or say; God is faithful, how- 
ever you may fear, &et, and conclude ; God is 
good, however you may be tempted, tried, and 
harassed. Your feelings, your circumstances, 
TOUT rash conclusions, do not in the least affect 
God's character; He is good, after all you have 
thought, said, or suffered. So good, that Heis 
doing you the greatest possible good by the very 
means which leads you to doubt whetiier He is 
good to you at ail. " 

Seeking soul, God is condescending, benefi- 
cent, true to His word, and He will bless thee 
indeed. Thy seeking Him is a proof oi His 
goodness to thee, and is introductory of His 
bestowing blessings upon thee. Thy seeking 
Him is not &om chance, but from a Divine pur- 
pose; it is not from thy nature, but from His 
grace ; it is not the residt of circumstances, but 
from the teachings of His Holy Spirit. You 
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may not be aware of it, and it may be difficult to 
convince yon at present that it is so ; but you 
will both see and confess it by-and-bye. God 
will glorify His goodness and His grace in the 
experience of every seeking soul, and therefore 
tn thy soul, though at present you may think 
yourself the vilest of His creatures, and be 
writing the bitterest things against yourself. 
Thy desires were kindled by His grace, are kept 
alive by His power, and will only expire in the 
foil enjoyment of His glorious presence. 

Dear friend, is it so, that the Lord is good to 
them that wait for Him, to the soul that 
seeketh Him P Then let us seek Him daily, nor 
be satisfied without a sense of His presence, a 
taste of His love, and the witness of His Spirit. 
Let us wait for Him continually — wait for Him 
till He appear to us, work for us, and bestow 
every needed blessing upon us. If we wait 
believing in His word, hoping in His mercy, 
and looking out to see His hand. He will be 
sure to bless us; as it is written, ''Whoso is 
wise, and will observe these things," (His glo- 
rious works in providence and grace,) " even 
he shall understand the loving-kindness of the 
Lord." Let us expect Him patiently — nor 
wonder if He does not appear exactly at our 
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time. Patience becomes as as poor, dependent, 
sinful creatures. Patience is req\iired of us as 
pensioners upon His bounty, suppliants at His 
throne, and expectants of His blessing. Let us 
believe the testimony confidently : it is true ; it 
has been well tried ; it has stood the test. Yes, 
*' the Lord is good, ready to forgive, plenteous 
in mercy unto all them that call upon Him." 
He has been good to us, he is good to us now, 
and He will be good to \is in all the future. 
His past goodness should inspire us with confi- 
dence and courage, and fortify us against all our 
natural fears and Satan's temptations. for 
grace to say, in reference to every trial, trouble, 
and want, ** I will trust and not be afraid, for 
the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song, 
He also is become my salvation !" And to add 
for the comfort of others, " The Lord is good, a 
stronghold in the day of trouble, and He knoweth^ 
them that put their trust in Him." "The good- 
ness of God endureth continually." 

** In every trouble sharp and strong, 
Hy soul to Jesus flies ; 
My anchor hold ia firm in Him, 
WtuBfa swelling billows rise." 
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"When thou art oonverted, strengthen thy breth- 
ren."— Litkb xxii. 82. 

The interest Jesus takes in his people is 
intense. Here it is manifest that his eye, his 
heart, and his Toice, were engaged for Peter, 
though He knew how basely Peter would deny 
Him. Satan was plotting against the Apostles, 
he desired to have them to sift them as wheat, 
but the eye of Jesus watched him, read the very 
thoughts of his heart, and determined to frustrate 
J him. His eye affected his heart, and He deeply 
sympathised with his disciples, especially with 
Peter, whose weakness and folly He knew. His 
voice was heard before the Father's throne, that 
Peter's faith might not fail. What a mercy for 
us that the eye of Jesus watches all our enemies; 
his ear listens to all their purposes, plans, and 
designs ; his heart beats with nnutterable love 
and tender compassion for us, and He intercedes 
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for us before his Father and our Father, his 
God and our God. He knew Peter would be 
recoTered, and therefore He directs him what to 
do after he was restored. He was to turn his 
shameful fall to account, and to sympathise more 
deeply with his brethren, watch oyer them more 
tenderly, and tend them more wisely. " When 
thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren." 
Here see, — 

First, what we need; to be re-converted. We 
can only be regenerated once ; we may be con- 
verted often. The life communicated at the new 
birth is immortal and divine ; it never dies ; 
conversion is the effect of Ihat life, and the evi- 
dence of its power. Conversion is a turning to 
God. We hear his voice, we feel his power, 
and we turn from self to Jesus, from law to 
gospel, from sin to holiness, from the world to 
the church; but we often backslide, wander, anS 
grow cold; then we need afresh the putting 
forth of the Divine power within us, to renew 
us in the spirit of our minds, and bring us back 
to CK>d. Surely the church needs to be re-con< 
verted now. May the Lord confer this blessing 
upon us. A re^conversion will produce deeper 
convictions. Deeper convictions of the sinfulness 
q{ our natures, the inconsistency of our lives, and 
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our inexousableness before God. Deeper con* 
victions of oar danger by nature^ as exposed to 
the just wrath of a sin-hating God, and of oor 
danger now of falling into sin, folly, and mistakes. 
Deeper conyictions of the value of the soul; that 
soul which came immediately from God, which 
must live while God lives, and either exist in 
endless torment, or unspeakable joy. Deeper 
convictions of the value of the cross of Jesus. 
That cross on which our sins were atoned for, 
where our peace was made, and by which our 
old man is crucified. Precious cross, of a more 
precious Saviour ! But for the cross there would 
be no light in our dwelling, no peace in oor 
consciences, no joy in our spirits, no love in our 
hearts, no hope in our souls ! No one prizes 
the cross of Jesus like the re-converted souL 
A re'Conversion will produce sweeter enjoyments. 
We shall have sweeter enjoyment of peace with 
God; that peace which passeth all understanding, 
and which is a foretaste of the rest that remaineth 
for the people of Grod. We shall more sweetly 
enjoy love to God, which will be rekindled and 
strengthened by the amazing love which brings 
us back from our wanderings, and nearer to our 
Father's bosom. We shall sweetly enjoy seal 
for God, for we shall be all alive in his irwk, 
• 
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full of zeal for hia glory, and anxions to extend 
his cause. A re-converted soul is always a 
zealous soul. We shall be ready to do anything 
which God requires, or to go anywhere if God 
bids. Then we shall be ready to say, " Speak, 
Lord, for thy servant heareth." '* Command, 
Lord, and thy servant will obey." A re-conver* 
sum will produce greater power in prayer. 
There will no longer be dull, lifeless, dronish 
prayers; but, with spirit, energy, and deter- 
mination, we shall go to God for 1)lessings, like 
the man for the three loaves, taking no denial ; 
we shall plead the promises, like the poor widow 
to the unjust judge, with the mind made up 
to prevail Oh, for powerful prayer in God's 
church ! There will be greater pleasure in 
praise. We shall bless the Lord with all the 
heart, praise Him according to his excellent 
greatness, according to his unparalleled good- 
Bess. Praise wiU rise up naturaUy from the 
gratitude of the heart, flow forth in songs before 
the throne of God; and this shall please the 
Lord better than a bullock that hath horns and 
hoofs. There will be greater enjoyment of the 
Word. We shall read it with new eyes, hear it 
with new ears, and feed upon it with new appe- 
tites. Its promises will sparkle before the eyea» 
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its doctrines will be music in the eais, and its 
very precepts wiU be sweet as honey to the soul. 
There will be greater attention to ordinances. 
We shall no longer deify them, or put them in 
the place of Christ; nor degrade them by tramp- 
ling them under our feet. But we shall see thcar 
value, feel their importance, and enter into their 
design. The prayer-meeting, the weekly service, 
the Lord's supper, will be precious to us, and 
no trifle will be allowed to keep us from them. 
Lord, re-convert thy people! Re-convert my 
soul ! Being re-converted, we see, — 

Secondly, what we should <2o-^trengthen our 
brethren. We have brethren who are weak in 
faith* Most families have one or more weak- 
lings in them, the Lord's family has many» 
These weaklings are apt to be overlooked, espe- 
cially by those who are comparatively carnal, 
cold, and worldly. Oh, how many members of 
our churches neglect that word, '' We that are 
strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, 
and not to please ourselves." And that aLso^ 
"Make straight paths for your feet, lest that 
which is lame be turned out of the way, but let 
it rather be healed." But the renewed soul will 
pity, compassionate, and strengthen the weak 
in faith. Many are feeble in ht^. They da 
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not grasp the promises with a firm hand They 

do not rest steadily on Jesus, They are not 

looking at things unseen, and for the coming of 

our heloved Lord ; and, therefore^ they have 

more fear than hope. These are weak, and need 

strengthening. Some faint in the way. The 

road is so rough. Their cross is so heavy. Their 

strength is so small. Their unbelief is so active. 

Satan is so busy. Professors are so indiscreet 

in dealing with them, th^ they become weary 

and faint in their minds. They need cordials, 

and need them administered often. Oh, how 

many in the present day droop under their du* 

ties, and decline, being sick ! These need to 

be led to the great Physician. To be watched 

over, eared for, and strengthened: But one 

evidcBce that we need to be re-converted is, 

"All seek their own, not the things that are 

Jesus Christ's." Whgreas the command is, 

"Let no fsaft seek his own, but every man 

another's welfare." Oh, for graee to look out 

for the weak, from love to Jesus; and to be 

daily endeavouring to strengthen them, for 

Jesus' sake ! 

We should strengthen them by testimony. 
Searing our personal, experimental, heart-felt 
testimony to the greatness, freeness, and power 
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of God'a lore, as made known to our souls by 
the teachings of the Holy Spirit. Telling them 
of his wondrous faithfulness, which never falters, 
never fails ; but remains like the sun, which is 
"a faithful witness in heaven ;" like the rock, 
which defies the tempest and the storm. Re- 
minding them of that predous assurance, — 
" Though we believe not, yet He abideth faith- 
ful, He cannot deny himself.'* Speaking of his 
divine power, which, ^like the shepherd's arms, 
gathers the lambs to lay them in his bosom, or 
is stretched out to repulse and drive back the 
foe ; or like a powerful garrison, which preserves 
the city from the invading enemy ; that mighty 
power by which we are preserved through faith 
unto complete salvation. Testifying to tliem of 
Jesus. Of the manner in which He receives 
sinners, communicates blessings to them, re- 
stores them as wandegng sheep to his fbM, 
employs them again, though runaway servants, 
and makes them happy in his own precious love. 
How much there is in Jesus to strengthen the 
weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees ; and 
it is by setting Jesus before our weak and feeble 
brethren, that we shall be able to strengthen 
them as our Lord directs. To testimony we 
should add prayer. Prayer with ih^m, and 
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prayer for them. To prayer we should add 
example J a holy, loving, kmb-like example. 
Preaching Christ to them by what we do, as 
much as by what we say. 

But some may read these lines who haye never 
been converted at all. My friend, your case is 
sad, for Jesus says, "Except ye be converted, 
ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven," Peter speaks to such as you when he 
says, "Bepent and be converted, that your sins 
may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of the Lord." May 
God give you the grace to turn to Him without 
delay ! Some may read them who were converted 
once, and were lively, happy, and active in God's 
ways ; but now they are cold, worldly, and un- 
spiritual. Does such an one's eye now rest upon 
this page P My dear friend, let me beseech you 
to hear God speak. He places Himself before 
you. He seems to put Himself at your bar. He 
says in the most pathetic language, "Oh, my 
people, what have I done to thee P wherein have 
I wearied thee P testipt against me !" What 
has He done that will justify your conduct? 
What charge can you bring against Him P Hear 
Him again: "Have I been a wilderness unto 
Israel, a land of drought P why do my people 
say, we will come no more unto Thee P" Wh^ 
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do you neglect the closet, the Bible, the sanc- 
tuary, the work which God has set you to do P 
But some happy, Te-<x>nverted soul may read 
them. My brother, my sister, I joy and rejoice 
with you. God has shown you great mercy. 
Jesus has manifested wonderful love. Bealize 
and exercise your thoughts upon the greatness 
of the mercy manifested ; then you will perceive 
that your obligations are greatly increased, and 
feel it to be your imperative duty to do as Jesus 
commanded Peter, " Strengthen your brethren." 
Beloved, the great thing we want is power; the 
power of the Holy Spirit, to bring us back from 
all our wanderings to the feet of Jesus, to fill us 
with zeal for his glory, to consecrate us afresh 
to his service, and make us useful and happy in 
his ways. 'As it is, we sow much, and reap little; 
we work hard, and witness few results ; we em- 
ploy many means, to comparatively little purpose. 
How many sermons are preached, and not one 
soul converted ! How many churches decline, 
rather than increase and grow ! What skeletons 
of Christians many of us are ! Yerily, many of 
ns resemble the seven lean kine of Pharaoh — ^we 
eat up all, and are none the better for it. JMay 
God in his infinite mercy pour out his Spirit, 
re-convert us one by one, until we all become full 
''of goodness, able also to admonish one another." 
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"There remaineth therefore a rest to the people 
of God.*'— Heb. iv. 9. 



Thebe was a rest for Adam in Paradise, 
which he lost by sin; there was a rest for Israel 
m Canaan, which many forfeited by unbelief; 
there is a rest for the Christian in Christ, which 
can only be enjoyed by faith ; and there is a rest 
for all the sai^its in heaven, to which .we can 
only be admitted at death. To one of the two 
last, the Apostle refers ; some think to the for- 
mer, and some to the latter. We shall consider 
the words as referring to heaven, our Father's 
house, our Saviour's home, and our eternal 
dwelling. 

To the weary and way-worn, there is some- 
thing delightful in the thought of rest, and they 
love to think of heaven as the place where they 
shall " rest from their labours." Rest gives us 
the idea of repose— the calm, quiet repose of thfr 
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soul ; refreshment — ^the refreshment of the ex* 
hansted spirit after conflict, disease, or toil; 
restoration to vigour — after debility, lassitude, 
and fainting. Heaven will be a rest from sin, 
which will no more grieve us; from sorrow, 
which will no more rend and distress us ; from 
fears, which will no more harass and perplex us ; 
and from conflicts, which will no more agitate 
and excite us. It will be » rest with God in his 
glory, with Jesus in his immediate presence, 
with saints and holy angels in full perfection 
and blessedness. 

This rest is future: it remaineth for the 
people of God. It is the object of our hope and 
desire. We look forward to it with holy longing 
and cheering anticipations. It is perfect; free 
from airadmixture of anything that will agitate, 
give pain, or cause grief. It is uninterrupted; 
nothing will ever occur to disturb, distress, or 
agitate us more. It is glorious ; bright as the 
meridian sun, balmy as the most pleasant mor- 
ning, glowing with holiness, splendour, and 
majesty. It is eternal, and this is best of all. 
The possibility of a change, of a return to former 
scenes, would spoil all. But that rest will be 
enduring — changeless as the Divine nature, and 
glorious as the Divine perfections. Blessed be 
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Ood for such a rest for the weary, suffering, and 
downcast believer in Jesns ! Oh, to keep the 
eye fixed upon it, and the heart expecting it, 
amidst all the troubles and trials of time ! 

This rest is for the people of God* Not for 
the people of the Jews as such, nor for the Gen- 
tiles as such, but for the Lord's people. The 
people He hath chosen for himself, as saith the 
Apostle, "God hath chosen jou to salvation, 
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of 
the truth." The people He claims as his own, 
being set apart for himself in his eternal puipose, 
redeemed to God by the blood of his Son, out of 
every nation, country, people, and tongue ; He 
claims them by his Holy Spirit in the day of his 
power. The people whom He teaches himself, 
as Jesus said, "It is written in the prophets 
they shall be all taught of God, every one there- 
fore that hath heard and learned of the Father, 
Cometh unto Me." Divine teaching is educating 
for eternity, and God thus educates all his own 
people. The people He prepares, for heaven is 
a prepared place for a prepared people. Jesus 
is gone to prepare the place for the people, and 
the Holy Spirit comes to prepare the people fcr 
the place. To this end He creates them anew 
in Christ Jesus, and makes them meet to be 
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partakers of the mheritance of the saints in light. 
They are now a poor, tried, tempted, and restless 
people ; strangers and pilgrims npon the earth, 
as all their fathers were. Satan tempts them, 
dinners try them, fears harass them. Providence 
perplexes them, and they often cry out, " that 
I had wings like a dove, then would I fly away 
and be at rest" 

Believer, let the prospect of this rest cheer 
thee in toil and trouble ; thy work will soon be 
finished, thy trouble will soon come to an end, 
and then the rest — the glorious rest, remains 
for thee. Let it encourage thee to labour and 
Buffer : labour for Jesus, who is preparing the 
rest for thee ; suffer in the cause of Jesus, acqui- 
escing in his will who once suffered for thee, 
and now rests as thou wilt soon. Tliink of the 
Hebrew believers, — what they suffered, and kow 
they suffered; they "took joyfully the spoiling 
of their goods, knowing in themselves that in 
heaven they had a better and more enduring 
substance." Let it quicken thy pace home- 
wards; you are going to a rest, — a perfect, 
uninterrupted, and eternal rest ; a rest in hea- 
ven, a rest with Jesus, a rest in the presence of 
thy God for ever; therefore gird up the loins of 
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thy mind, and press on towards the mark, 
cheered by the prospect at the end of the race. 
Remember, Christian, this rest is secure, for 
Jesus has taken possession of it for thee. " I 
go, " said He, " to prepare a place for you. " 
"Whither," said the Apostle, alluding to heaven, 
"Whither the forerunner hath for, us entered, 
even Jesus." Yes, Jesus is gone there for thee. 
He has taken possession in thy name. He is 
preparing thy place, and will soon come and 
receive thee to himself. Remember too, that it 
is near — very near. Perhaps much nearer than 
you may think. You may be sighing, sorrowing, 
striving, wrestling, doubting, fearing, and cast 
down to-day ; and to-morrow you may be in the 
rest that remaineth for the people of God. To- 
day, at the ricli man's gate, full of sores; 
to-morrow, in Abraham's bosom. To-day, dwel- 
ling in Mesech, or in the tents of Kedar; to- 
morrow, basking in the beams of Immanuel's 
glory. To-day, on the bed of sickness, suffering, 
and pain ; to-morrow, in the presence of Jesus, 
where there is no more pain, neither sorrow nor 
crying. Who can tell how near we all are to our 
heavenly and everlasting rest P Remember also, 
that thy very trials^ toils, and sufferings here 
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may sweeten thy rest to thee; and that soon, 
very soon, you may be rejoicing over your pre* 
sent sorrows, and praising God for what now 
fills you with grief and sadness. Things will 
look very different there from what they do here. 
Never, never forget, then, in thy darkest nights, 
in thy most trying days, in the midst of every 
storm and tempest, when passing over burning 
sands and under a scorching sky, that there re- 
maineth a rest for the people of Grod, and a rest 
for thee. 

But, "there is no rest, saith my God, to the 
wicked." His soul is restless now, and, living 
and dying as he is, he will be restless for ever. 
O think of an eternity of unrest ! Of an eternity 
of toil, agony, and woe ! Think, and so think 
as to accept and act upon the invitation of Jesus, 
who is now at this moment saying unto thee, 
** Come unto me, and I will give you rest ; take 
my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly of heart, and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls." 
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"In all th7 ways acknowledge Him, and He shall 
direct thy paths." Pbot. iii. 6. 

In this book, God speaks to us as unto 
children, calling every believer, " My son." He 
presents truth in a proverbial form, that He may 
instruct the mind, aSoci the heart, and regulate 
the life, without burdening the memory. In the 
context. He is pointing out the road to honour, 
happiness, and safety; even the observance of 
^Hiskw, confidence in himself, and consulting 
Him at all times. <' Let," He says, " thine heart 
keep my oommandments," Obey from the heart 
the precepts I give. " Trust in the Lord with ail 
thine heart ; and lean not to thine own under- 
standing." Exercise strong confidence in God, 
but have no confidence in thyself. " In all thy 
ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy 
paths." 

Here is eornuel givm. This implies that God 

A 
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is always present mth us, is willing to be con- 
sulted bj us, and is at leisure to attend to us. 
That our way is likely to be difficult, dark, and 
perplexing ; a way in which we have never tra- 
velled before, and in which we are likely to be 
misled. The only way to be safe, to walk 
securely, is to se^ Divine direction; and this 
God is willing to give, but He will have us ask 
it of Him. We are dependants, and we must 
realize our dependance. We are but children, 
and we must feel it, and act as under the im- 
pression of it. This is recognised in our text, 
*' In all thy ways achuAoledge Him" You have 
his Word — consult it; make it the man of your 
counsel, your directory and your guide. You 
have his promise — ^believe it; He says, "I will 
teach thee and instruct thee in the way which 
thou shalt go, I will guide thee with mine eye.'' 
You have his thrones-repair to it, and plead 
with Him as a man pleadeth with his friend. 
And, while you consult his word, believe his 
promise, and pray for direction, watch his hand. 
Providence is God working ; working to accom- 
plish his purposes, to fulfil his promises, and 
answer the prayers of his people. In his word 
He speaks to us, on his throne He listens to 
us, by his providence He works for us^ and those 
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who keep their eye open will be sure to see hia 
hand. While you watch his hand, seek grace to 
submit to his wilL He wills to do you good, 
the greatest good ; and if his will crosses yours, 
depend upon it, it is just because it is most for 
your benefit. Ghratefully acknowledge his favours 
as you receive them. Kemember that, as sinful 
creatures, being criminals and traitors, rights 
we have none ; consequently, everything short 
of hell is a mercy, everything but eternal punish- 
ment is a favour. How many favours you 
receive, and how few praises you render ! How 
many mercies are given you, and how few 
acknowledgments you makel He that habi- 
tually consults God's holy word, believes his 
faithful promises, pleads at his gracious throne 
for direction, watches his working hand, submits 
to his righteous will, and gratefully acknow- 
ledges his sovereign favours, will never be 
allowed to go far wrong, or to go wrong for 
long; for— 

Here is a promise made, ''He shall direct 
thy steps." Man cannot direct himself; hence, 
Jeremiah said« "O Lord, I know that the way 
of man is not in himself; it is not in man that 
walketh to direct his steps." And Solomon 
wrote, "Man's goings are of the Lord; how 
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can a man then midentand kia own way?" 
Again, *'A mail's heart deviseth his way; bat 
the Lord directeth his steps." And God himself 
has added, ''I am the Lord thy God, which 
teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by 
the way that thou shonhist go." "And thine 
^rs s]udl hear a voice behind thee saying. This 
fa the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the 
right hand and when ye turn to the left." As 
man therefore cannot direct himself, hs should 
seek direction of the Lord, who both tm and 
will guide him right ; then should we prove the 
truth of David's testimony, " The steps of a good 
man are ordered by the Lord, and he delighteth 
in his way." The Lord will preserve the prayer- 
ful soul from going in wrong paths; He will 
shine upon the right, and lead him step by step^ 
as the kind parent leads his beloved child. 

When God directs our steps, or our ways 
please Him, we have peace of mind, and com- 
parative freedom from anxiety and fear. We 
increase in our acquaintance with God, as our 
covenant God, Father, portion, and everlasting 
all; and our confidence in EUm grows and 
strengthens. We live above the world, aim at 
the things which are not seen, and eigov eternal 
realities. See, then, the propriety of the dire<s 
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tion: you are a child— 5«< a ckUds folly Is 
bound up in your heart, you are prone to go 
astray, liable to be misled; but Qod is your 
Pkther, and He wishes to be your Guide. At- 
tend, then, to his directioii; consult Him at 
every turn; never make a change tiU you have 
sought Ids guidance, and waited a reasonable 
time for it. He is willing, yea, desirous to 
guide you, but He will be acknowledged, oon- 
solied, and trusted; in so doing, you honour 
Him, and secure your own best interests. 
Israel was reproved, because they "waited not 
for his counsel;" and many have followed their 
eiample to their cost. We naturally think well 
of our own judgment, or the judgment of our 
friends, and consequently fail to acknowledge 
God in our ways. The cpnsequence is, we go 
wrong; get into difficulties, darkness, dangers, 
and sins; then we have to stopi mourn, pray, 
and repent of our folly. Let us therefore be 
jealous of our own judgment, place no confidence 
in a human guide, cease to judge by appearances, 
and in every future stage of our pilgrimage, in 
every future step of our journey, strive to carry 
oat the direction in our text to the full,—*" In aH 
thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct, 
thj paths." 
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'^ hiy beloved is gone down into his garden, to the 
beds of Bpioes, to feed in the gardens, and to 
gather lilies."— Song vL 2. 

This song reveals the Lord Jesus Christ as 
ih$ man, and sets forth his love to his people, 
and his commanion with them. To the truly 
spiritual mind, who has a knowledge oi Eastern 
customs and manners, it is one of the most 
precious books in all the Old Testament; and we 
jSnd that just in proportion to our spirituality do 
we enter into sCUd enjoy this inspired portion of 
God's word. From the power that has attended 
it, the sweetness found in it, and the effect pro- 
duced on tbe affections by it, some of us have 
concluded that, if any book contains full and 
satisfactory internal evidence of inspiration, it is 
this. But the carnal man uftderstandeth not the 
things of the Spirit of God, neither can he know 
tnem, because they are spiritually disoemed* 
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And the canud-minded believer has but little 
sympathy with the contents of this most blessed 
and precious portion of God's most holy word. 

The Church had lost the presence of her 
Beloved, and she could find no substitute for 
Him; her restlessness awakens attention, and 
excites the enquiry, "What is thy beloved more 
than another beloved?" She endeavours to 
describe Him, but fails ; therefore she exclaims, 
** He is the chief among ten thousand ; yea, he 
is altogeth^ lovely;" and adds, "This is my 
beloved, and this is my friend, O ye daughters 
of Jerusalem." This brings out the enquiry, 
** Whither is thy beloved gone, thou fairest 
among women P whither is thy beloved turned 
aside ? that we may seek him with thee." Our 
text is her reply: "My beloved is gone down 
into his garden, to the beds of spices, to feed 
in the gardens, and to gather lilies." 

Observe the Saviour's title, "Beloved" Every 
believer loves Jesus, and loves him singly. He 
is the Beloved, not a beloved. He stands out 
from all other, and is loved as none other. Eveiy 
believer loves Jesus sincerely, loves Him with 
the heart, with the whole heart. Loves Him 
supremely, above and beyond all beside. His 
langoage is, " Whom have I in heaven but Thee; 
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and there is none upon earth that I desire beside 
Thee." 

Belieyers love Jesus because of his loveliness. 
When the Spirit reveals Him to them. He appears 
divinely sweet and glorions. All the glorious 
perfections of Qod, and all the amiable excellen- 
cies of man, are seen in Him ; and the language 
of Watts is expressive of the view the soul haf 
of Him, — 

**A11 over i^orious is my hoird. 
Must be beloved and yet adoared ; 
His worth if all the nations knew. 
Sure the whole ewtii would love Him too." 

They love Him because He is worthy. What- 
ever can commend Him to the understanding, or 
endear Him to the affections, is found in Jesus. 
Many sigh and suffer from setting their affections 
upon an unworthy object, — ^not so the believer. 
Jesus is worthy of our highest, holiest, and 
warmest love. Besides which. He is related to 
us, — He is at once our Father, Brother, Friend, 
and Bridegroom. What would be monstrous in 
a natural sense, is right, prudent, and glorious, 
in a spiritual. We are espoused to Him, our 
affections are set upon BSm, we long to see 
Him, and hope to spend an eternity with ^m. 
What an eternity will that be I An eternity^ 
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loTe, lif&ess, happiness, and indescribable spien- 
door. ''We tofo Him becansa He first loTed 
us." But for this we had never loTed Him. 
Because He loved us, He taught us our need of 
himself, revealed himself to us, shed abroad his 
love in our hearts, and thus won our aflections 
for himself. Oh, to love Jesus more ! To love 
Him right heartilj, and to love Him without 
one moment's intermission. 

"None among the sons of men. 
None among the heavenly train, 
Oaa with Jesus Christ compare; 
None 40 sweety and none so fidr. 

''If I loved my Lord before, 
I would love Him ten times more ; 
Prop into his sea outright. 
Lose myself in Jesus quite." 

Notice the Saviour's resort. "He is gone 
down into Ais garden,*' His paradise is above, 
but He has a garden below. This garden is his 
one church. The whole body of his elect, who 
believe in his adorable name. These are separated 
from the world by an act of sovereign grace, and 
the exercise of omnipotent power. They are 
enclosed by his promises, providence, and pre- 
sence. For He is A wall of fire round about 
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them, and the glory in the midst of them. They 
are cultivated by his ministers, Word, and Spirit, 
that they may blossom for his delight, and bring 
forth fruit for his glory. They are beautiful in 
his eyes. Nothing so beautiful. Hence He ex- 
claims, "Thou art beautiful, O my love, as 
Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem, terrible as an army 
with banners. Turn away thine eyes from me, 
for they have overcome me. Thou hast ravished 
my heart, my sister-spouse." What languid 
for Jesus to use toward such worms as we are. 
It is this that stumbles the carnal, for they can- 
not understand it. It fills us with admiration 
and grateful love. Here are the heights, the 
depths, the lengths, and the breadths of the love 
of Christ, which passeth knowledge. As sepa- 
rated for Him, enclosed and cultivated by Him, 
they are not only beautiful, but fruitful ; they 
bring forth to his Father's glory, and to his own 
setisfaction and delight. The church is the Lord's 
garden, a garden purchased with his precious 
blood, planted by his skilful hand, and valued 
by Him more than all the world. This is the 
treasure He found hid in the field of this world, 
which He hid, went and sold all that He had, 
and purchased the field. Now He claims the 
world as his own; but his church is "his peca- 
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liar treasure.'' He comes down into his garden, 
which is at present low in a low plaoe. His 
coming down into his garden indicates her con- 
dition and His condescension. He visits his 
poor^ despised, and persecuted people. He visits 
them not merely from pity, hut love. He is 
always with them, hut in a special manner when 
they appear as a garden. " Where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there am I." 
** He is gone down to the beds of spices.'* To 
meet with the little companies of heUevers, which 
He compares to spice-heds. Every Christian is 
a spice-plant, and these spice-plants grow in 
beds. The world sees not their heauty, for it is 
spiritually discerned. The world smells not their 
fragrance, for it is ^spiritually inhaled. These 
plants are rare ; none has them hut Jesus ; no- 
where can they he found but in his church. They 
are fragrant, and their perfume is drawn forth 
by Jesus, as the'Sun of Bigbteousness, and 
wafted upward by the Spirit's influence, as the 
south wind. To Jesus there is fragrance in the 
persons^ graces, services, and sacrifices of his 
people ; especially in their prayers and praises. 

** The prayers and praises of the saints, 
Xiike precious odours sweet, 
Aacead. and spread a lioh perftune 
Around the meroy-seat: 
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When God indmeB the heart to prajr, 
He hath an ear to hear; 
To Him there's muno in a groan. 
And heauly in a tear." 

Mark the Sanonr^s object. *' To feedm the 
gardtnt** To feed, delight, and find satisfac- 
tion in his people. Never did mother delight 
herself in her first-born, as Jesns delights himself 
in his people. Never did gardener delight him- 
self in his rare, costly, and excellent plants, as 
Jesns does in his people. Hence He speaks of 
them and calls them, ''The saihts that are in the 
earth, the excellent, in whom is all my delight.** 
And He speaks to them and says, ''Thou shalt 
be called, Hephzibah, my delight is in her.** 
But He comes not only to refresh, satisfy, and 
delight himself, but to feed them. This He does 
with his word, his ordinances, the operations of 
his Holy Spirit, and the manifestation of himself. 
Oh, how it refreshes, reyives, satisfies, and de- 
lights the soul, when Jesns walks in his garden, 
among the beds of spices; or, without the figure^ 
when He manifests himself unto ns as He does 
not unto the world. But He not only comes to 
feed, but '' to gather UKes." Another figure to 
represent his saints. Every saint is a lily— -not 
a nettle, or a thorn, or a poisonous weed. Oh, 
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no; but a beautiful, fragrant, useful, ornamental 
lily. They may be lilies among thorns sometimes, 
that is, when in the world; but they are arranged 
and beautiful when in the church. Jesus plants, 
waters, watches, enjoys, and preserves his lilies, 
and in his own time comes to gather them. He 
will allow no one to gather his lilies but himself. 
He has the keys of death and hades. He openeth 
and no man shutteth ; He shutteth and no man 
openeth. He comes and severs soul from body, 
removes his lily plant ont of the reach of frosts, 
nipping winds, and the rude hands of man. He 
places it in his bosom, presents it to his Father, 
and preserves it in blossom and beauty before 
his throne for ever. How gently He gathers 
them oftentimes. How wisely He removes them 
before the storm descends. How carefully He 
takes them to his Father's house. Of many it 
may be said, as it was written of one,— 

"Dismissed to glory with a kiss of K)ve, 

He bade the higging moments swifter roU ; 
Death was to him as harmless as a dove, 
While floods of glory overwhelmed his soul. 

*' Not plucked but gathered by the hand of love, 
As tender fhiit or ft-agrant lilies are; 
Transplanted to the paradise above. 
To blossom in eternal glory there." 

Sometimes Jesus comes into Ids garden sp"^ 
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cially to plant : this is what his church needs 
now. Oh, Saviour, come and plant Thy garden 
with many fruit-bearing trees, who shall bring 
forth the fruits of righteousness, to the praise 
and glory of God ! Come and plant in Thy 
spice-beds many rows of young spice-plants ; — 
take them from our congregations, from our 
Sabbath schools, from our families, and from 
our neighbourhoods, and let the whole earth be 
perfumed with their fragrance ! Sometimes 
Jesus comes to prune and water. Oh ! how 
much pruning we want, and how sharp the 
pruning-knife He finds it necessary to employ ! 
How often we need watering by his hand, or 
how dry our soil, and how withered our appear- 
ance ! Oh, Saviour ! hitst Thou not said of thy 
garden, *• I will water it every moment, and, 
lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day P' 
Water my soul. Water the souls of thy people 
abundantly, that they may reyive as the com, 
grow as the vine, and spread forth their roots 
and brancbeit as the cedars. May we, from 
sweet experience and inward evidence of its 
truth, often sing, — 

"Each moment watered by Thy care, 
And fenced with power divine; 
Fruit to eternal life shall bear, 
The feeblest plant of Thine." 
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Sometimes Jesus comes to gather and take 
nis people home to his Father. He has said, 
"I will come and receive you to myself, that 
vhere I am, there ye may be also." Though 
spoken of his second advent, it is true of his 
removing us by death. He comes for us. He 
wisely gathers us, He safely transports us to a 
milder and healthier clime. My soul, Jesus is 
daily coming down into his garden to gather his 
lilies ; He will soon come and gather thee — art 
thou ready P Oh, to be full of fragrance, that 
the sick-room may be filled with the odour ! 
Jesus ! Saviour I kindly preserve and supply me 
now, and gently gather me with thine own 
loving hand at last, to the praise of thy glory 1 

"My best Beloved keeps his throne. 
On hills of light in worlds unknown*; 
But He descends and shows his face, 
In the young gardens of his grace. 

••In vineyards planted by his hand, 
Where fruitftil trees in order stand. 
He feeds among the spicy beds, 
Where lilies show their spotless heads. 

"Oh, may my spirit daily rise, " 
On wings of faith above the skies, 
Till death shall make my last remove^ 
To dwell for ever with my love.** 
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"Verily, I say unto you, inasmuoh aa ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me."— Matt. xxv. 40. 

The Lord Jesus here giyes us one view of the 
final judgment: saints and sinners separated; 
saints rewarded, and sinners punbhed, and both 
according to their works. The whole mass hero 
presented, are tho9e who lived under the gospel 
where it was known and acknowledged, i^^d who 
themselves made some profession of it. Hence, 
the one party is commended and rewarded, for 
what was done to the Lord's people ; and the 
other was condemned and punished, for not 
doing what they ought to have done, and had 
an opportunity of doing* 

In file church of Christ there is variety, for 
the least implies greater. Some are small, some 
great ; some feeble, and some strong ; some rich, 
aiul some poor ; some gifted, and some almost 
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destitute of anytliing resembling a gift; there 
are babes, young men, and fathers. The least, 
may be those who have little grace and no gifts, 
low in situation, mean in appearance, reputed 
as nothing among men. The state and 8!;ature 
of the members are under the direction of Jesus ; 
as are their circumstances and situation. He 
hath placed each in the body, as it hath pleased 
Him. To every one is given, both gifts and 
grace, according to the sovereign pleasure of 
our God and Saviour. 

In the church there is unity, all are brethren. 
Adopted, by the same act of sovereign, dis- 
tinguishing grace ; bom again, by the agency, 
power, and operation of the same Holy Spirit ; 
proving their adoption by the same graces, for 
they are all acknowledged to be the sons of Gk)d, 
by faith in Christ Jesus. He that believeth 
that Jesus is the Christ, is Com of God. And 
we know that we are passed from death unto 
life, because we love the brethren. Thus, all 
stand in the same relation to God, for they are 
all children ; to the Lord Jesus Christ, for they 
are all His brethren ; and to the Holy Spirit, 
for each ''one is His temple. Loved with the 
same love, chosen of the same grace, redeemed 
by the same blood, regenerated by the same 
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Spirit, sanctified by the same truth, and destined 
to inherit the same heaven, they are all one in 
Christ Jesns. 

In the Church of Christ there is identity, they 
are not only one in Christ, but they are one with 
Christ. They are His flock, and He is their 
shepherd. They are His bride, and He is their 
bridegroom. They are His branches, and He is 
the living vine. They are His body, and He is 
their head. O how close the union ! They are 
members of His body, of His flesh, and of His 
bones. He watches over them, walks with 
them, dwells in them, and communicates to 
them. Christ and His people are one. United 
in holy love, love so strong and durable, that 
nothing shall ever separate or divide them. 
Hence the apostle triumphantly demands, "Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword P Nay, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors 
through Him that loved us. For I am per- 
suaded, that neither deatn, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, northings present, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
'^ur Lord." 
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The Saviour recognising this oneness, between 
His people and Himself, bears testimony to the 
fact, that wbat is done to His people, He takes 
as done to Himself. Does Saul of Tarsus per- 
secute the saints at Jerusalem, and go to 
Damascus to bring the believers there, bound to 
Jerusalem for punishment ? He is arrested bj 
the way, stopped in his .career, and it is 
demanded of him, "Why do you persecute 
them?** No. But, "Why persecutest thou. 
Me ?" So here, is a hungry Christian fed, or a 
thirsty Christian supplied with drink, or a naked 
Christian clothed, or a houseless Christian 
sheltered, or a sick or imprisoned Christian 
visited P Jesus says, " Ye did it unto Me,*' 
Wondrous union, this! Extraordinary repre- 
sentation of it ! What tender sympathy must 
Jesus have with those, who are thus one with 
Himself! 

See then, how close the union between Jesus 
and His people, they are one. One body, in- 
flnenced by one spirit. He the head, they the 
different members. The least is as really united 
to the head, and is as precious, as the greatest. 
How watchful the eye of Jesus, over His people. 
The eye in the Head sees whatever is done to 
one of His members. How tenacious the 
memory of the King of saints. He will n'' 
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forget the good deeds of His people. The cap 
of coki water given to a Christiim, because he 
belongs to Christ, will in no wise lose its re- 
ward. Nor will He forget, how some have 
neglected His poor, sick, and persecuted ones ; 
but will tell them of it before assembled millions, 
when He sits on the throne of His glory, and 
exclude them froqi His kingdom for it. O 
brethren, let us not love in word, only, but in 
deed and in truth ; thus shall we prove that we 
are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts 
before Him. How careful we should be in our 
treatment of our brethren, doing or neglecting. 
Who acts toward a poor believer, as he would 
act toward Christ personally P But we ought 
to do so, if Christ and the believer are but one. 
How calmly we may leave all our affairs with 
Jesus. Am I neglected ? Jesus knows it. He 
observes it. He will settle with those who 
neglect me. Am I hated, misrepresented, slan- 
dered, persecuted P Jesus is privy to the whole 
of it, and says, "Avenge not yourselves; 
vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord." 
It is wrong, then, to encourage resentful 
feelings, or desire to take vengeance. How in- 
jurious to me, how contrary to the direction of 
my wise, all-knowing, and loving Lord. How 
often we forget, how very seldom we realize the 
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facty that Christ and His people are one. One, 
at all seasons. One, under all circumstances. 
One, in poverty. One, in sickness. One, in 
prison. One, in death. for grace to look 
upon myself daily, yea^ hourly, as one with 
Christ ! O for grace, to look upon every be- 
liever, whatever his creed, meeting with what- 
ever sect or party, differing from me never so 
much, as one with Christ ! May I never forget, 
that if I injure a believer, t injure Christ. If 
1 wound a believer, I wound Christ. If 1 
neglect a believer in want, or sickness, or per- 
secuted for righteousness' sake, I neglect Christ. 
How different the judgment will be, according 
to the Saviour's representation of it, to what 
many persons expect. Not only will gross 
sinners be condemned, but professors, who have 
simply omitted to honour Christ in His mem- 
bers. Not only will actual transgressions be 
denounced and punished, but the neglect of 
positive duties, or omitting to carry out the 
law of love. May every thought of my heart, 
every word of my mouth, and every act of my 
life, proceed from, and be regulated by, that new 
command which Jesus gave when he said, ''A 
new commandment 1 give unto you, that ye love 
one another; a$ I have loved you, that ye also 
love one ancrfiher." 
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''Out of the depths have I cried unto Thee, O 
Lord."— PsiX. cxxx. 1. 

The Psalmist represents himself, as one in 
deep waters, or in deep caverns. In imminent 
peril. In deep distress. In sore trouble. 
Every Christian can more or less sympathise 
with him. All know something of the depths, 
but some sink loww, and continue longer in 
them than others. Generally speaking, they 
who sink deepest in soul distress, rise highest 
in spiritual enjoyment. The darker the night of 
sorrow, the brighter the day of deliverance ap- 
pears. Those who can say, " The pains of hell 
gat hold upon me/' can also add, '* He brought 
me up, also, out of a horrible pit. He set my 
feet upon a rock, and established my goings: 
and He put a new song into my mouth, even 
praise unto our God." Let us look at hisj 

Situation. "In the depths" Ah, believer. 

Digitized by Google 



THE DEPTHS. 263 

wc know what these depths mean ! Into what 
depths we sank when the law was brought 
home to the conscience, and the bar of equity 
was set np there. . When vivid and soul-stinging 
convictions of sin were felt. The whole life 
seemed to be unfolded, and our secret sins set 
in the Jight of God's countenance. The heart 
was disclosed, and. Oh, the evils that were dis- 
covered there I What floods of corruption were 
rolling there, tlie waves whereof cast up mire 
and dirt. Then guilt pressed us down like a 
ponderous load; darkness, thick darkness en- 
yeloped the soul, we lost our foothold and began 
to sink. Down we went into gloom, des- 
pondency, terror, alarm, and dread. AH hope 
seemed to flee away, and our cry was, " I sink 
in deep waters, where there is no standing." 
We felt as if we were now in the lowest pit, in 
darkness, and in the deeps. We dreaded going 
to sleep at night, lest we should awake in helL 
There seemed to be but a step, between us and 
the dreadful pit of hopeless despair. Satan 
pursued us with his horrid temptations, sug- 
gestions, and solicitations. The fearful thoughts 
he injected into the mind, the dreadful pictures 
he cbrew on the imagination, and the awful 
blai^hemies he caused to roll through the soul. 
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made us fed that we were in a ^'horrible pit" 
indeed, and the more we t<ried to extricate our- 
se^res, the deeper we sunk, until "all hope that 
we should be saved, was then taken away." 
These are, indeed, awful depths, and some souls 
have had to wade through them, not only days 
and weeks, but even months, and a few for 
years. At such times, providence often appears 
to ruu cross, relatives are unusually trying^, 
Obristians, perhaps, look cool, and eveiything 
seems to conspire to plunge us deeper and 
deeper into the abyss. No tongue can describe, 
no language can set forth, what some poor 
Christians suffer in these depths. They do not 
attempt to tell another, they feel quite alone, 
and conclude that no one ever passed along that 
road to heaven. Ah, this is a mistake ! Many 
have found that the way to heaven is by the 
gates of hell. Many sunk deep in the mire, 
before they too could place their foot upon the 
rock of ages; many have felt worse than 
Egyptian darkness, before they could say, 
''Thou hast delivered my soul from death, and 
mine eyes from tears, that I may walk before 
the Lord in the light of the living." Enough 
of this, let us consider his. 
Application. **I cried unto the Lord.** 
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Words soon uttered, but what do they contain ? 
Perhaps days of sorrow, nights of distress, weeks 
of agony, months of grief. ''I cried unto the 
Lord." No one else could help, ease, or deliver. 
This we learn by bitter experience. No arm 
can reach us in these depths, but the arm of 
Qod ; no power can raise us up, but the power 
of God. The Lord knew where he was, could 
hear his cry, and was alone able to deliver him. 
Would He deliver ? There was a doubt upon 
this ; more, a painful fear. But as no one else 
could, it was in vain to look to any other 
quarter. The Lord encourages souls who are 
in the depths to cry unto Him, in many portions 
of His word, and by the deliverances He has 
wrought for others. Not only so» but the Holy 
Spirit occasionally throws a ray of light into the 
soul, breaths for a moment into the troubled 
spirit, and excites the cry that enters into the 
ears of the Lord God of Sabaoth. The sinner 
feels he must cry, or die ! be delivered by the 
hand of God, or perish for ever. His case is 
desperate unless God interferes. As the soul is 
in the depths, so the cry comes up from the depths 
of the soul. No form of prayer will suit here, 
no human composition will meet the case now. 
The heart must pray, it must be the eouVe own 
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cry. "I cried unto the Lord." He felt deeply, 
he desired deliyeranoe right heartily, he cried 
out energetically, and persevered in crying with 
importunity. By day and by night, at home 
and abroad, on the knees and when walking, 
at rest or in business, tbe cry still goes up, 
"O Lord, I beseech Thee, deliver my souL" 
Unbelief works, doubts discourage, delays dis- 
hearten, and Satan suggests, "It is all of no 
use ;" but it is for life, eternal life, and there- 
fore the cry cannot be effectually silenced ; the 
Holy Spirit is at work, and, therefore, the enemy 
shall not prevail. This is striving to enter in 
at the strait gate. This is the kingdom of 
heaven suffering violence, and the violent taking 
it by force. The ciy was for deliverance. To 
be brought into liberty, the liberty wherewith 
the Lord makes His people free. To enjoy 
society and satisfaction ; the society of saints, 
of Jesus, and Gk)d our Father ; and to feel the 
satisfaction that flows from the pardon of sin, 
the Spirit of adoption, and the assurance of our 
acceptance with God. To walk in peace and 
holiness ; with a peaceful conscience, " in all the 
ordinances and commandments of the Lord 
blameless." To work for God, and his gene- 
ration; not only enjoying deliveranoe, but 
rendering again, According to that which the 

Digitized by Google 



THE DEPTHS. 267 

Lord hath done for ns, and to glorify our God 
in the day of visitation. To be of use to others, 
and live to purpose in the present evil world. 

Christian, there may be many depths between 
earth and heaven ; because you are out of one, 
you must not conclude that you will never" get 
into another. Some have sunk into the depths 
even on a dying bed, and have cried out from 
the depths, just before they began to sing the 
new and never-ending song. Fresh convictions, 
trying dispensations, Satanic accusations, back- 
sliding from God, or restraining prayer before 
God, may plunge us into fearful depths. If we 
are not in the depths now, we soon may be, let 
him, therefore, "that thinketh he standeth, 
take heed lest he falL" David said, *'My 
mountain stands strong, I shall never be moved." 
And it was not likely that a mountain would 
move, but he immediately adds, ''Thou didst 
hid« thy face, and I was troubled." If God 
hides His face from us, trouble and distress will 
soon overcome us. Once in the depths, no one 
can deliver us out of them but Jesus, the great 
DsLTVEBEB. The deeper we sink, the more 
singular wiUJ^our deliverance, and the greater 
glory will 4&^cliverer get. O what a contrast 
will the heighte of the heavenly 2iion be, to the 
dreadful depths into which we sink in this 
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wild^emess world. To conclude, it is a sweet 
thought that not one of the Lord's people CTor 
peiished in the depths yet. Jonah cried "out 
of the belly of hell," when he was cast "into 
the deep," and the Lord heard and delivered 
himt Jeremiah cried out of " the low dungeon," 
and the Lord delivered him. Yes, poor soul, 
however low you sink, however much you suffer, 
however long you lie in the deeps ; the great 
Shepherd will hear the bleatings of His poor 
sheep, the good Samaritan will come where you 
are, and you shall sing songs of doliveranoe to 
the honour of His name. However deep you 
sink, others have sunk as deep ; however long 
you lie there, others have lain as long ; how- 
ever much you suffer, others have suffered more ; 
and if you had but light, you might see that 
your Saviour sunk lower than you, and left Hia 
footprints there. Cry then, cry mightily to 
Cbd, and the day of deliverance will soon dawn, 
and you will have cause to exdaim, "I love the 
Lord because He hath heard my voice and my 
supplications. The sorrows of death compassed 
me, the pains of hell gat hold upon me, I found 
trouble and sorrow. Then cal]|d I upon the 
name of the Lord, Lord I blK^ Tbee de- 
liver my soul. Gracious is the Lord and 
righteous, yea» our God is mercifid." 
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THE CHRISTIAN'S WALK. 
"We walk by faith, not by right."— 2 Cob. v. 7. 

Th£Be are two paths in which we have to 
walk. We have to walk to God, as sinners, for 
acceptance; and the path is Jesus, and Jesns 
alone. Not Jesns and our feelings, nor Jesns 
and our good works, but Jesus alone. He said, 
"No man cometh unto the Father, but by Me." 
We have to walk to heaven, as justified and 
accepted believers; and the path is filial obe- 
dience to God's will. If I seek aceptance with 
God, as the Judge of all, I exclude everything 
but Jesus, and expect to be accepted for the alone 
sake of Jesus, and what He has done and suf- 
fered. But if I look upon myself as a child of 
God, going home to his heavenly Father, through 
a wilderness of trials aud troubles, then the 
precept marks my path, and good works urc 
required at my hands. 

The principle that actuates the believer, is 
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faitb. Does he seek acceptance with God 
through Jesus ? — it is by faith. Does he seek 
to do the will of God from the heart ? — ^it is by 
faith. What does his faith include ? Crediting 
God's word. He believes what God has said 
concerning His beloved Son. He believes that 
God requires, as expressed in His holy precepts. 
He is fully persuaded of the truth of God's 
word, aud assents to it. Trusting Chrisfs 
merits. He renounces all his own supposed 
excellency, ^casts away all his own performances, 
and places his sole trust in the obedience and 
bloodshedding of the Lord Jesus. On Christ, 
and Christ alone, he relies for pardon, peace 
with God, and admission into heaven. Confiding 
in God^s care. He believes that God cares for 
him, will take care of him, and fulfil his promises 
to him. He sees that the end of his life is to 
please God, and to leave himself and all his con- 
cerns in God's hands while doing so. That 
anxiety is unbecoming, that fears indicate unbe- 
lief, and that it is his privilege to cast every care 
on God, who cares for him. Observing God^s 
precepts. This is not faith, but it is the imme- 
diate and inevitable effect of it ; so that where 
there is not a careful observance of God's pre- 
cepts, there is no living faith. Men may pretend 
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to believe, but they do not. They may talk of 
faith but they do not possess it. " For as the 
body without the spirit is dead, so faith without 
works is dead also." 

The Christian as influenced by a living faith, 
makes progress. He goes from stage to stage, 
from strength to strength. He walks after the 
Lord. His walk leads him nearer to God, and 
faith realizes more and more of the Divine pre- 
sence. He walks more with God. The world 
loses its attractions, and old habits their power. 
He finds full satisfaction nowhere but in God's 
presence, with no one but with God himself. 
Tellowship with God becomes necessary to his 
existence, and, as a social being, he could as 
soon be happy without society, as, being a Chris- 
tian, he could be happy without communion 
with God. He learns to walk with more courage, 
resisting the devil, and overcoming the world ; 
with more confidence, trusting in Christ, and 
committing all to Christ ; with more constancy, 
not so prone to start aside, or be diverted or 
charmed by the occurrences of time ; with more 
comfort, resting on the promises, rejoicing in 
the doctrines, and deriving fuller supplies from 
God. As he gets nearer to God, he gets further 
from the world, and enters into closer fellowship 
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with the saints. He walks more humbly, as ho 
learns more of himself, and more of his depend' 
ance upon God ; and more prayerfully, as he 
realizes his danger, and his need of daily supplies 
of the Spirit of Christ. He grows in acquaint- 
ance with the truth, especially as revealing the 
mind of God, and setting forth the person and 
personal glories of the Lord Jesus. He realizes 
more and more the solemnity of eternity, and 
the importance of being built on a sure foun- 
dation, and being made meet to be a partaker of 
the inheritance of the saints in light. Faith is 
at the root of all this, and the comfort, quick- 
ness, and consistency of the Christian's waJk, is 
just in proportion to his faith. 

Let us then, as believers in Jesus, seek to 
walk by faith, not by sight. Let us go forward 
as seeing Him who is invisible. Let us endure 
toil, trouble, and temptation, not looking at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which 
are not seen ; for the things which are seen are 
temporal, but the things which are not seen are 
eternal. Let us daily walk looking unto Jesus. 
He is our Father. He is our source of supply. 
Looking to Him will enlighten us' in darkness, 
cheer us in solitude, strengthen us in weakness, 
fortify us in conflict, embolden us in danger, 
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comfort ns in sorrow, and render ns more than 
oonqnerors over every foe. Let us daily walk 
leaning on Jesus. He will be at o\ir side. He 
will lend us His arm, yea. His bosom. The 
posture of the Church should be ours, — ** Who is 
this that Cometh up out of the wilderness, leaning 
on her Beloved ?" It is the Church of Christ, 
and her example should be followed by every 
Christian. Let us daily walk communing toith 
Jesus. He loves to converse with us. To re- 
ceive communications from us. Let us tell Him 
of our foes, fears, afflictions, privations, griefs, 
and woes. Let us tell Him everything that tries 
or troubles us. He says, "Let me hear thy 
voice." Yes, Saviour, Thou shalt hear us; 
for we will bring all our sorrows and joys, all 
our trials and triumphs, all our doubts and de- 
liverances to Thee ! Let us daily walk imitating 
Jesus. He has left us an example, that we 
should follow in His footsteps. In the family, 
in the world, and in the church, let us endeavour 
to imitate Jesus ; and may we receive grace to 
conform our conduct to His, that all who see us 
may take knowledge of us, that we have learned 
of Him who is " meek and lowly in heart ;" who 
was "holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate 
from sinners." for such a faith as will lead 
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lutoGodthiaQ^ChziBt^llHiiiiefli^bB par- 
doned, justified, and aecepteil by Mm ; that will 
lead OS to fifv kt Ha world so as to proye that 
we are not of it, enabling ns to do the will of 
God from the heart while we are passing through 
it I Maj our spirit, temper, poiuse, and ooa- 
duct conspire to bear testimony that "we waik 
by faith and not by Hffht*' 

"By faith in Christ I walk with Qod, 

With heaven, my journey's end m view ; 
Supported by His staff and rod, 
Mj road is safe and pleasant too. 

I travel through a desert wide, 
Where many round me blindly stray; 

But He vouchsafes to be iny Guide, 
And will not let me miss my way. 

Though snares and dangers throng my path. 
And earth and hell my course withstand ; 

I triumph over all by fiiith, 
Guarded by His Almighty hand. 

The wilderness affords me food, 
But Grod for my support prepares ; 

Provides me every needAil good. 
And frees my soul from wants and cares.^ 
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"WhyawyefearAil, O ye of little fidthP* 
MATT.viiLa 

TiMiDiTr does not become us if Jesus is with 
us. But as believers on His name. He has 
pledged Himself never to leave us or forsake us. 
He may be concealed by the mist, hidden behind 
the cloud, or lost sight of in the storm, but He 
is ever with us. The assurance of His presence 
should generate confidence, courage, and daring. 
What have we to fear ? Why should we fear P 
Can anything conquer Him P Can He forget or 
neglect us P Impossible ! Well then may He 
ask, "Why are ye fearful r 

The cause of our slavish fear is, that we look 
at ciicumstances, and judge by them rather than 
the word of God. As if the word must bend to 
drcumstanoes, instead of circumstances con- 
spiring to ratify and fulfil, the word. The 
disciples listened to the howb'ng pf the winds» 
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looked at the rolling *l)illow8, and thought of the 
feeble vessel, instead of remembering that Jesus 
was on board, and looking for safety to Him. 
Or, we look at self rather than Jesus. Every 
time we take the eye off Jesus, and fix it upon 
self, Satan gains advantage over us. If we 
would enjoy acceptance with God, and feel 
assured of His favour, the eye must be kept 
steadily fixed on Jesus, as our Sacrifice, Substi- 
tute, and Surety. We are complete in Him, 
but only in Him. We are accepted in Him, but 
only in Him. Or, we look for perfection where 
it is not to be found. We shall not find it in 
ourselves, nor in our fellow Christians. All are 
imperfect here, and the nearer we get to Gfod, 
and the closer we walk with God, the more will 
our imperfections stare us in the face. If we 
would see perfection, we must look for it in 
Jesus ; if we would enjoy perfection, we must 
realize our union and identity with Jesus, If 
we look at circumstances instead of Grod's word, 
or at self instead of Jesus, or for perfection any- 
where but in Him, we shall become a prey to 
slavish fears, if not to despondency and despair. 
In addition to these things, Satan's influence 
and power often fills us with fear. He misre- 
presents the character of God. He perverts 
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Scripture. He suggests evil thoughts. He stirs 
up our corraptions. He endeavours to conceal 
the Saviour. He misapplies evidences. In a 
word, he is always endeavouring to puff us up 
with pride, harden us in presumption, or fill us 
with slavish fear. Our constitutional infirmities 
often have much to do with our fears. A natu- 
ral timidity, or a weak and nervous system, 
often occasion many fears which are entirely 
groundless, and if nursed will become extremely 
painful. 

But all slavish fear is inconsistent in a Chris- 
tian. The righteous should be bold as a lion. 
Slavish fear dishonours God, who is love, who 
has promised — ^not only so, has sworn — ^that by 
two immutable things in which it is impossible 
for Him to lie, we might have strong consolation. 
It robs Jesus of our confidence, on whom we 
should constantly depend, on whom at all times 
we should rely. "Who has given us every reason 
to trust Him and not be afraid. It contradicts 
the Inspured Word, for if the truth of that is 
admitted, and faith is steadily exercised on it, 
aiavish fear is impossible. It grieves the Holy 
Spirit, who in the Christian is a Spirit of adop- 
tion. His work within us, and His word without 
us, are alike calculated to inspire us with strong 
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confidence, and to fill us with all joj and peace 
in believing. The loying Spirit desires to see us 
happy in God, obedient to God, as the effect of 
confidence in God ; and is grieyed when we give 
way to ungraunded and legal fears. It dejects 
and depresses the mind, unfitting it for dutjr, 
and disquahfying it for praising God. It is a 
weapon which Satan uses against us with great 
effect, to our sorrow and injury, and therefore 
we are exhorted to resist him steadfast in the 
faith. It misrepresents religion, which in its 
nature is union to God, communion with God, 
and the resemblance of God, who is infinitely 
and eternally happy. Bible religion is happineis. 
Happiness flowing from pardon, acceptance with 
God, and union with the Divine nature. If 
slavish fear is so inconsistent and so injurious, 
surely we should realize it as an evil, and seek 
a remedy for it. 

The remedy for all slavish fear, is faith. Eaith 
in God. Faith in Jesus. Faith in the promises 
and provision of God's gracious covenant and 
most holy word. If we would be freed from 
these painful, troublesome, and injurious feus, 
we must steadfastly credit God's testimony. 
-And this is the testimony ''that He haih given 
us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.** Wo 
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must cany all to God's throne, and there spread 
it before our heavenly Father, for His blessing 
or interference. We must cleave fast to Christ's 
person, who is our Guide, Guard, and immu- 
table Saviour. We must daily cast ourselves 
and our all on God's mercy. This is the remedy, 
the only remedy. This will prove effectual, but 
all others will be sure to fail May the Holy 
Spirit help us to approve it, apply it, and realize 
deliverance from all our slavish fears by it. 

Observe, so to fear, is quite natural, and all 
saints are more or less guilty of it, and therefore 
suffer for it. But though natural, it is never- 
theless very injurious and sinful. Paith, and 
only faith as it credits God's testimony, carries 
all to God's Uirone, cleaves fast to Christ's per- 
son, and casts all on God's covenant mercy, can 
raise us above such fear. The indulgence of 
slavish fear, and the want of a steady faith, are 
alike reproved by the Saviour. He would have 
us trust ourselves and our all with Him. Be- 
lieving His word, confiding in His veracity, and 
rejoicing inHis immutable faithfulness. Believer, 
Jesus asks you, "Why are ye fearful P" Why ? 
Has He ever given you any cause P Can you 
derive any warrant for your fears f rem His holy 
Word, or His dealings with His people P Has 
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He not been faithful? Is He not the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for erer P Does He not 
forbid your agitation and vexation when He 
says, " Let not your heart be troubled ; ye be- 
lieve in God — ^believe also in me ?" Is He not 
at this moment asking, "Where is your faith ?" 
Ah ! where is it ? Not in exercise frequently, 
but like the root of the plant in winter, frozen 
in the cold ground. Oh, Saviour, increase our 
faith ! Give us strong confidence in Thee, that 
we may not only commit all to Thee, but leave 
all with Thee, simply seeking "one thing" — ^to 
reach the mark for the prize of our high calling. 
to confide in Jesus, and so rise superior to 
our fears, doubts, and misgivings ; and become 
like Abraham, who expected all God had pro- 
mised, and stood prepared to part with all God 
had given, being " strong ia faith, giving glory 
to God !" Lord, deliver us from our fears, and 
fill us with faith, hope, and love, that we may 
glorify Thy grace, and adorn our profession of 
Thy truth. 
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"'Caat thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall 
sustain thee ; He will never suffer the ri{^- 
teous to be moved."— Psalu Iv. 22. 

To BE burdened at times, is the common lot of 
humanity. Ever; man has Ms own burden. But 
it is especially the case with the Lord's people. 
By faith in Jesus they are justified ; His righ- 
teousness is placed to their account, and they 
are accepted as righteous before Gkxi. Provision 
is made both for their holiness and happiness, 
but they are often sorely burdened. Sometimes 
worldly cares press heavily upon them, bodily 
diseases weaken and pain them, domestic trials 
wound and distress them, church troubles, in 
some cases, lie like a millstone on their spirits, 
and sin and sorrow are sure to be with them. 
Every day brings its burden, and the want of 
faith and fervent devotion adds to its weight. 
" We that are Iq this tabemacle do groan, bcin'^ 

Digitized by Google 



282 EELISV IK TS0X7BIE. 

burdened." A body of sin and death, apart &om 
eveiytlung else, is enough to make us do so. 

But here is our relief. This is our comfort. 
The Lord is willing to bear our burdens for us. 
He will not prevent our being burdened, but we 
may take our burdens to His throne, and leave 
them there — Oh blessed privilege ! My poor bur- 
dened brother or sister, God, your own God, 
bids you cany every burden to Him, and cast it 
upon Him. He does not wish to see you bowed 
down and sad. He would rather carry the load 
than you should. He says, "Let thy burden be 
what it may, let it be never so heavy, cast it 
upon Me." So that now it becomes an act of 
obedience to do so. In fervent, oft-repeated 
prayer; by steady, persevering faith; in the 
exercise of a lively hope, cast every burden upon 
the Lord. Courage is required — display it ; and 
as fast as any burdens are laid on thee, cast 
them upon thy God. My poor widowed sister, 
it is thy burden that He means. Young man, 
weak believer, it is thy burden too that is in- 
tended. Aged Christian, the Lord specially 
points to thee. He has carried many a burden 
for thee, He will carry thy present one. He 
will carry thy last burden for thee. Minister of 
Jesus, thy poor heart is sad, and thy troubled 

Digitized by Google 



BXUBV nr TBxxuBjx. 283 

soul 18 cast down and dejected ; but Jesus, /Ay 
Jesus, says, '* Cast thy burden upon Me." You 
hare c^n exhorted others to do so — do it thy- 
self ; do it, and peace shall flow into thy agitated 
breast. Burdened soul — every burdened soul 
that reads this page — thou art intended, thou 
art especially addressed. Yes, God intends thee ; 
try therefore to carry thy burden to thy Lord's 
throne and leave it there. He wiU manage it 
for thee, sanctify it to thee, and overrule it for 
thy good 

What encoun^ement is here! *'He wUl 
sustain thee" He will send you supplies, if 
you need them. He will grant you support, if 
thy burden is to remain. He will work thy 
deliverance, however difficult thy circumstances 
may be. *' He will never suffer the righteous to 
be moved." Clothed as he is, in the righteous- 
ness of Jesus ; united as he is, to the person of 
Qod's Christ ; he shall never be moved. Shaken, 
terrified, and perplexed he may be. Tempted, 
tried, burdened, oppressed, and cast down, most 
probably he wiU be ; but A« shall never be moved. 
Faith, which has grasped the promise; faith 
which has embraced the Saviour, shall maintain 
its hold. God will keep his feet, as it is 
written, "He will keep the feet of His saints. 
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and the wicked shall be silent in darkness. 
Glory shaH crown what grace begins. The 
grace that first quickened the soul, will preserve 
it alive. The grace that enlightened, will 
sustain. The grace that justified, will glorify. 
Glory is the crown of grace, and the everlasting 
proof of the faithfulness of God. 

He that casts his burden upon the Lord, — he 
that proves himself to. be righteous, by doing 
righteousness, — "shall never be moved.** He 
shall never be moved from the cross, as the 
ground of his hope. Stripped of liis own 
righteousness, emptied of carnal pride, he has 
fled to the cross for pardon and obtained peace. 
In the cross his faith centres, from the cross his 
hope springs, on the cross, for acceptance with 
God, he rests, and from that cross he shall never 
be moved. Error may spread. Satan may tempt. 
Men may try to mislead him. But, constant as 
earth revolves round the sun, deriving its light 
and heat from it, so constant will such a man be 
in his dependance and reliance on the cross of 
Christ. He shall never be moved from the foun- 
dation which God hath laid in Zion, On that 
foundation he builds for eternal life. On that 
foundation rests his everlasting all. To that 
foundation he is united. With that foundation 
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he is one. The huilding and the foundation are 
not more one than Christ and his soul are one. 
Storms may beat. Winds may howl. Tempests 
may roar. Earth may quake. The very frame 
of nature may be dissolved. But he shall not 
be moved, for Christ and his soul are one. Oh, 
blessed fact ! Oh, glorious truth ! Never be 
moved from the foundation, let what will take 
place around him or be felt within him. He 
shall never be moved /r^w the Saviour in whom 
he trusts. No, never. He can say, "I know 
in whom I have believed.". I know Him to be 
Divine. I know Him to be the only Saviour. 
I know Him sufficiently to trust myself and my 
everlasting all in His hands. He will never fail. 
He cannot deceive me. What I have committed 
to Him is safe, and safe for ever. Nothing can 
move him from Jesus. He cleaves to Him, and 
roots in Him, like the ivy in the wall ; and may 
boldly ask, " What shall separate us from 
Christ ?" He shall never be moved from the 
throne at whirh h** pleads. On that throne his 
Eather sits.' Before that throne his Saviour 
intercedes. To that throne he is invited to come 
boldly. At that throne be found peace and 
obtained mercy, received grace, and felt a pre- 
sent heaven. Tliere he has already left many a 
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burden. There his sighs have been changed to 
songs. His darkness has been turned to light. 
His hell has been turned to heaven. Moved 
from that throne ! Finally moved from it ! 
Impossible, except it be to stand before the 
throne of glory ! But the throne of grace where 
we worship now, like a beautiful dissolving 
view, will melt into the throne of glory by-and- 
bye: the penitent pleader now, will be the 
praisix^ and adoring ^rshipper then. Oh, my 
friend, carry eveiy burden to thy God. Cast 
every burden on thy Saviour. He will not only 
carry thy burdens for thee, but He will carry 
thee also, and will place thee before His Father^s 
face in glory for ever. In all thy darkness and 
doubt, in all thy sickness and sorrow, in all thy 
temptations and trials, under all thy burdens 
and oppressions, listen, listen to thy Lord's 
loving exhortation, and act upon it — '* Cast thy 
burden upon the Lord, He shall sustain thee ; 
He will never suffer the righteous to be moved." 

** Cast thy burdens on the Lord, 
Leave them with thy Saviour ; 
He, according to His word, • 
Can, and will deliver." 
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"The days of thy mourning shall be ended.* 

IsAi. Ix. 20. 

Abe you a mouming Christian, one of Zion's 
doves. If so, I bring you glad tidings of great 
joy ; the period is just before you, the place is 
prepared for you, when and where, the days of 
your mouming shall be ended. Your Saviour 
is speaking to you, when He says, " Blessed are 
ye that mourn now, for ye shall be comforted." 
His Father sent Him into the world to " comfort 
all that mourn"; and He tabernacled here 
among us " as one that comforteth the mourners." 
MoumiBg, though lasting, is limited; though 
sharp, it must be short. ''Mourning may en- 
dure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning." 
That morning will soon break upon us, and all 
its glorious consequences will be realized by us. 
Yes, soon, very soon, the days of our mouming 
shall be ended. In the passage we have, 
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First, the believer's fbesekt expebience, 
" Mourning" how many things conspire to 
make him mourn. In himself, he sees and feels 
80 much that is opposed to the will of God. So 
much sin. So much selfishness. Such awful 
corruptions. Such imperfect graces. A painful^ 
and almost incessant conflict. "He would do 
good, but evil is present with him." To will that 
which is good, he feels at full liberty ; but how 
to perform it, perplexes and troubles him. He 
thirsts and pants for perfect purity, but swarms 
of evil thoughts, floods of foul corruption, and 
troops of sinful lusts, dismay and distress him. 
He daily finds the flesh lusting against the 
spirit, and the spirit against the flesh, so that he 
cannot do the things that he would. If he 
could but be holy ! If he could but abstain 
from sin! If he could but cleanse his heart! 
But he cannot, and therefore he mourns sore 
and often. Besides this, there is so much in 
the family, in the world, and even in the church 
of God, which causes him grief, and fills him 
with sadness. His house is not so with God, 
as he wishes it to be. The world stiU lieth in 
the wicked one. The church is divided, worldly, 
and lukewarm. These things make him mourn. 
Til en the absence of Jesus. His Lord is away. 
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He is gone to receive the kingdom. He longs 
to see the face of his Beloved, to stand before 
Him, to walk with Him, and to receive directly 
from Him. But this is not his privilege at pre- 
sent, and at times doubts and fears creep in, 
and he fears it never will be. His gracious 
presence is but seldom enjoyed, and if His glo- 
rious presence should be denied him ! The very 
thoughli, the mere supposition, fills him with 
grief and sorrow. His harp is often on the 
willows. He weeps by the streams of Babel. 
He longs to flee away and be at rest. But his 
very mourning springs from grace, and proves 
his new birth. It is evangelical. It has always 
hope at the bottom. It is limited to days; "the 
daysofthg mourning shall he ended** This is 
then. 

Secondly, his rttub^ fbosfect. The last 
mourning day will soon come, and then there 
will be no more sighs, but songs ; no more sor- 
rows, but joys ; no more sadness, but satisfaction. 
Tne soul will be set free at death, and the body 
at the resurrection. The emancipated soul is 
perfectly holy, delivered from the in-being of 
sin ; it sees Jesus as He is, for absent from the 
body, it is present with the Lord. It enjoys 
the company of the disembodied saints and holy 

V 
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angels. It enjoys perfect and eyerlasting free- 
dom, from all its fears, darkness, and privations, 
and is perfectly happy. It finds as David an- 
ticipated when he says, " In thy presence is 
fullness of joy, and at Thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore." Mourning is endeed, 
sackcloth and ashes are put off, and the wedding 
garment is put on ; the sable is laid aside, and 
the pure white robe is worn. The soul now 
greatly rejoices in the Lord, and eternally tri- 
umphs in its God. It is with Jesus, it is like 
Jesus, it is full of love to Jesus, it is perfectly 
happy in Jesus.* It sees His face, it hears His 
Yoice, it possesses His benediction, it is ravished 
with His loVe. O unutterable joy ! incon- 
ceivable glory ! The days of its mourning are 
ended, but its day of joy and perfect satisfaction 
will never end. It is for ever ! Mourning be- 
liever, you will soon go to be with Jesus, or, 
which sometimes appears to be better still, Jesus 
will come to be with thee. Yes, Jesus said, " I 
will come again," and He will. He will soon 
be here. His chariot will not long delay. The 
whole creation groaneth, the whole church 
moumeth ; and His beloved bride is inviting 
and entreating His return. He is coming. Yes, 
He is coming ; and when once He appears, the 
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moujimig days of His beloved and blood-bought 
bride will be ended. O glorious termination of 
our course of 3orrow ! glorious consummation 
of our hopes and desires ! happiness, full, 
perfect, and perpetual ! " Come, Lord Jesus, 
come quickly" 

But how different the case of the sinner. He 
laughs now, but he will mourn and weep then. 
That is an awful passage for the sinner, " Behold 
He Cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see 
Him, and they also which pierced Him ; and all 
kindreds of the earth shall wail because of 
Him. Even so. Amen." O sinner, how will 
you endure the day of His coming P How will 
you stand when He appeareth? His counte- 
nance will be like lightning, and His eyes as a 
flame of fire, and His voice as the majestic roar 
of many waters. "What will you do P How will 
you feel P What can you say P flee, flee to 
His open arms now ; rest not until your sins are 
washed away in His blood, and your person is 
justified in His glorious righteousness ! " Seek, 
seek and obtain a pardon, and a sentence of 
justification from His lips." 

Beader, do you now mourn over sin P Your 
own sms ? Your heart sins ? Do you mourn 
over all around you, sighing andcrying for all 
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the abominatioiis that are done in the land? 
Happy mourner, you shall be comforted. Are 
you living in the joyful expectation of your 
mourning days being soon terminated P Death 
to you« will be the gate of life. The coming of 
Je^us, the grand Jubilee of your soul. Is the 
coming of Jesus your blessed hope, the object of 
your ardent, unquenchable desire ? If so, blessed 
are you, for the spirit of glory and of God resteth 
upon you. Lift up your head for your redemp- 
tion draweth nigh, deliverance is at hand, the 
days of your mourning will soon be ended, 

" Happy hour ! when saints are gaining 
That bright crown thej long'd to wear • , 

Not one spot of sin remaining. 
Not one pang of earthly care. 

Oh, to rest in peace for ever, 

Join'd with happy souls above; 
Where no fo^ my heart can sever 

From the Saviour whom I love. 

This the hope that shall sustain me 

Till life's pilgrimage be p? st ; 
Fears may vex, and troubles pain me ; 

I shall reagh my home at last." 
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*'But now once in the end of the world hath he 
appeared to put away sin by the saorifioe of 
hifflflelf/'— Heb. iz. 26. 

The incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ, was 
the most glorious event in all time ; and €k>d's 
greatest miracle. Jesus always existed, for He 
is God. But the Wobd became flesh, and dwelt 
anJbng us. He came to manifest God. To re- 
veal the Divine name. To satisfy the claims of 
the Divine government. To offer an infinite 
sacrifice for His creatures sin. He was fore- 
ordained, before the foundation of the world, to 
become a Lamb ; a pure, spotless Lamb ; that 
so He may make an atonement for our trans- 
gressions. The time of His appearing was fixed 
in the everlasting covenant, by the wise and im- 
mutable decree of God. At the end of the age, 
when the Mosaic economy had answered its end» 
He was to appear; and when the fulness of 
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time was come, Grod sent forth His Son. Jesos 
appeared, as appointed, as predicted, as expected 
by His people. He appeared once, and but once, 
because when he appeared he perfectly accom- 
plished his work. The law was in His heart, 
the salvation of His people was entrusted to His 
hands, and He could say to His Father, "I 
delight to do Thy will, my God." 

The design of His incarnation, was to put 
away sin. Sin lay in the way of our access to 
God, and acceptance with God. It was before 
God's eye, as the most offensive thing in the 
universe ; it was in God's book, as the most tre- 
mendous charge that could be brought agauist 
a creature. Many sacrifices had been offered, 
streams of blood had flowed, but there it was. 
No creature could take it up, bear it away, put 
it out of sight, or separate it from us. It must 
be removed from before God as an offence, and 
from us as a charge, or we must suffer God's 
wrath for ever. Many trials had been made, 
but all had failed. Here was a work worthy of 
a Gt)d, a work that would bring everlasting 
honour unto him who could accomplish it. But 
where. Oh where I shall we find one qualified to 
do it P One who has power to do it. One who 
is willing to do it. One ^ho has a right to 

Digitized by Google 



THE WORK OP CHRIST. 295 

dispose of his own person for this object. One 
who wonld merit our deliverance by so disposmg 
of himself. One who being able to merit, had 
the disposition. These qualifications only meet 
in Jesus, and blessed be His dear and adorable 
name, He appeared once in the end of the world 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 

Sin could only be expiated by a sacrifice, and 
a sacrifice wortliy of God to receive. A sacrifice 
that could honourably be placed against all the 
sins, of all the persons who shall be saved by it. 
All the sacrifices offered for four thousand years 
were found insufficient. God was not satisfied 
with them. He found no pleasure in them. 
He would not have them continued, for they 
could expiate no sin, atone for no, ones guilt, 
honour no perfection of God's nature, nor meet 
one of the claims of God's government. Then 
said Jesus, " Lo, I come in the volume of the 
book it is written of me, I delight to do thy 
will, O my God ; yea, thy law" or command- 
ment, "is within my heart." This law, or com 
mandment. He referred to when teaching His 
disciples. He said, " I lay down my life for the 
sheep : therefore doth my Father love me, be- 
Gaose I lay down my life, that I might take it 
again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it 
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down of myself. I have power to lay it dows, 
and I have power to take it again. This com^ 
mandment have Ireeewedofmy Father** Jesus 
came therefore, and offered himself. His saori- 
fice was vohmiary, there was no compulsion ; it 
was necessary, there could be no salvation with- 
out it ; it was sufficient^ there needed no 
repetition, or addition. He needeth not now, 
as other priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for 
his own sins, and then for the peoples ; for this 
he did once, when he offered up himself. Blessed 
Saviour ! thou didst appear on purpose to put 
away our sins, having agreed that they should 
be placed to thy account, punished in thy 
person, and expiated by thy death ! Thou didst 
die the just, for the unjust, to bring us to God. 
Thou didst bear our sins in thine own body on 
the tree, that we being dead to sins, might live 
unto right'COusness ; and by thy stripes we are 
healed. O for grace to believe the testimony, 
rejoice in the fact, and bless and praise Thy h<^y 
and most glorious name for ever ! 

Observe then, if Jesus died in our stead, we 
shall never die : for the surety, and those- for 
whom he paid the penalty, must not both suffer. 
If Jesus put away oQr sins, there is to us no 
condemuation. Hence the Apostle demandsp 
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" Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God 
elect. It is God that justifieth. Who is he 
that condemneth. It is Christ that died, yea, 
rather that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession 
for us." And concludes, ** There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, bill 
after the spirit." If Jesus hath appeared to put 
away the sins of some, of any, by the sacrifice of 
himself; and if having done so salvation is the 
result, then we should search out our interest 
in this glorious work of Christ. Did he put 
away my sins by the sacrifice of himself P Can 
I believe this fact ? Do I realize it P Has i\\c 
Holy Spirit ever borne witness to it in my 
conscience, or sealed it on my heart P We 
should plead the one, all-sufiicient sacrifice 
of Christ, for our present and everlasting ac- 
quital of all sin beforie God. We should also 
expect the pardon of every sin, when we confe&s 
it before God, because Jesus hath made an 
atonement for it, and God has promised to for- 
give it. Brethren, let us trust in this one offer- 
ing of Jesus without fear. It was infinitely merito- 
rious. It was the offering of the human nature^ 
as it stood united to ilie Divine ; the sacriibce 
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of the man, who was one with God. The matter 
of the sacrifice was found in the human nature, 
the merit flowed from the Divine. There can 
be therefore no limit to the merit of this one 
sacrifice. Let us then, not only accept this one 
sacrifice to plead before God, and to build our 
everlasting hopes upon ; but let us offer to ffim 
our bodies and souls to be His living sacrifices, 
that so we may give him glory. Reader, there 
is no pardon for thy soul, but through the offering 
up of the body of Jesus as a sacrifice for thy 
sins; for without the shedding of his blood, 
there is no remission. But through the 
glorious work of Jesus, there is pardon for all sin, 
and for every sinner, who renouncing his own 
works and supposed worthiness, looks to, trusts 
in, and pleads before God, the blood of Jesus 
Christ His Son. If you perish it will not be 
because you have sinned merely, but because 
you have rejected, and refused to seek accept- 
ance with God, through the one offering of If is 
beloved Son. 
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" That at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heayen, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth, and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father."— 
Phil. ii. 10, 11. 

The hnmiliation of Jesus is a wondrous sub- 
ject. That God should become man, and as 
man, live and labour on earth like a creature, 
for thirty years ; and then deliver himself up to 
suffer, bleed, and die. That His body should 
lie in the grave for three days, and then arise 
spiritual, glorious, and immortal. A pattern 
body, like unto which, all the bodies of His 
samts are to be moulded at the resurrection. 
But having thus lived, laboured, died, and rose 
again ; it is not so wonderful, that He should 
ascend up, where He was before. « That He 
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should be crowned with glory and honour. 
That all things should be put under His feet. 
That He should be constituted head over all 
things for the good of His body, the Church. 
"Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, 
and given Him a name which is above eveiy 
name ; that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow." Spirit of Gk)d, glorifier of Jesus, 
descend and help our meditations, glorify 
Jesus before us, and endear Jesus unto us ! Let 
us notice, 

"First, the Redeemer's right to universal 
homage and obedienee. All intelligent creatures 
are under solemn obligation to Him as their 
Creator, for all things were made by Him, and 
for Him, and without Him was not anything 
made that was made. As their Creator, there- 
fore. He has the strongest claims upon their 
homage and obedience. But as the Saviour, all 
are bound to honour Him, for as such He is now 
supreme ; but especially men, for though all are 
not ultimately saved by Him, all derive great 
benefits from His meditation and atonement. 
" Ho is the Saviour of all men, espedally of 
them that believe.*' All are amenable to Him 
as tlie Governor, and the Judge. He is King 
of Kings, and Lord of lords^ the Governor 
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among the nations. He has a right to rule, and 
He exercises that right. He has a right to 
subjection, reverence, and obedience, as the 
Governor, and He claims that right. He is 
Governor now. He will appear as the Judge 
Boon. Before His bar all must stand. To 
Him every one must give account. By Him all 
must be acquitted or condemned, rewarded or 
punished. Every one must appear before Him 
and account for their rejection, if they have re- 
jected Him; for their rebellion, if they have 
lived and died in rebellion against Him; for 
their unbelief, if they have refused to believe in 
Him; and for their contempt, if they have 
treated Him contemptuously. All must be 
humbled, for all shall bow. Believers bow be- 
fore Him now, and obtain by faith and prayer 
the salvation that is in Him which issues in 
^mal glory. Angels bow before Him with 
pleasure and with praise. The spirits of the 
just men made perfect fall before His throne, 
and cast their crowns at His feet. Haughty 
sinners and fallen spirits must also lick the dust 
in His presence by and bye, for universal nature 
shall acknowledge Him as Lord of all. At the 
name of Jesus every knee shall bow, and every 
tongue shall confess Him Lord. The haughtiest 
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spirit, and the humblest ; the most exalted, and 
the most debased; the holiest, and the most 
depraved; shall alike do Him homage, either 
from love or fear. the glory of the man of 
sorrows then ! 

Secondly, the connection instituted between 
the Son's right, and the Father's glory. "Every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father." If the Son is 
not glorified, the Father is dishonoured, for He 
possesses the fulness of the one Divine nature. 
In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily. He was God by nature. He became 
man by grace. He is now the God-man, and as 
such entitled to honour, praise, and glory. The 
Father will have the Son honoured. He decreed 
it in the counsels of eternity, He has published 
it in His holy word, He commands it in His 
everiasting gospel, He threatens all that refuse 
to honour Him, and is determined to punish 
them. Hence we read in prophecy, ** Look unto 
Me, and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth ; 
for I am God, and there is none else. I have 
sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my 
mouth in righteousness, and shall not return. 
That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue 
shall swear. -Surely shall one say, in the Lord 

^ **• . - 
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have I righteousness and strength ; even to Him 
shall men come ; and all that are incensed against 
Him shall he ashamed. In the Lord shall all 
the seed of Israel be justijfied, and shall glory." 
Isaiah xlv. 22, 25. Every enemy of Jesus shall 
be filled with confusion, clothed with shame, 
and doomed to suffer. The Saviour himself in- 
form us, " This is the will of Him that sent me, 
that all men should honour the Son, even as 
they honour the Father." The Son always 
sought and aimed at the glory of the Father, 
and the Father will maintain and secure the 
glory of the Son. No one can exalt Jesus too 
highly. No one can honour Jesus either above 
his deserts, or above his rights. The highest 
throne, the brightest crown, and the most power- 
ful sceptre are His. ** His kingdom is an ever- 
lasting kingdom, and His dominion endureth 
throughout all generations." O for grace to 
exalt and extol Jesus, to set Him on high, and 
crown Him with many crowns! 

Reader, you must bow before the Son of God. 
You are required to bow now, to bow, and 
worship Him ; bow, and love Him ; bow, and 
exercise heartfelt confidence in Him ; bow, and 
receive His blessing. It is not bowing the knee, or 
the head, at the mention of His name, but bowing, 
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the heart, or attendisg to the ancient exhortation 
" Kiss the Son, lest He be angry and ye perish 
from the way, when His wrath is kindled but a 
little. Blessed are all they that pnt their trust 
in Him." Happy is the man whose heart does 
homage to Jesus, who bows his understanding to 
His word, his will and affections to his authority, 
and his life to His government ! Jesus, Saviour, 
right cheerfully will I bow before Thee, seek 
to honour Thee, and delight to crown Thee 
Lord of all ! Sinner, if you will not bow to 
Jesus, and honour Him as a gracious and loving 
Saviour now, you shall bow and confess your 
folly by-and-bye; you shall bow and tremble 
at His glory, and your own awful doom ; bow 
and be pronounced accursed by His holy and 
gracious lips. You must honour Him either 
willingly or unwillingly, from choice or com- 
pulsion. Which shall it beP There is no 
escaping one or the other. Ged hath said, 
" That at the name of Jesus every knee shall 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth, and every tongue 
shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father." Eemember, God is 
not a man that He should lie, nor the son of 
man that He should change his mimd ; He hath 
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said, ana He will do it. He hath spoken, and He 
will make it good. He will not give His glory 
to another, for He is jealous of His glory ; it is 
to His glory that every knee bow to lEs Son, 
and every tongue confess to Him; and His 
glory must be secured. No one ever sunk so 
low as Jesus, and no one will ever be raised so 
high ; He richly deserves our confidence, esteem, 
reverence, love, and obedience ; and we rob Him 
of BUs right if we withold them. May Jesus 
have the highest place in our thoughts, affec- 
tions, and desires ; may we so live, as to 
honour.Him ; so die, as to bring glory to Him ; 
and thus spend a blissful eternity in ascribing 
glory and honour, salvation and power unto HIb 
thrice blessed name. 

" Every foe must fly before Him, 
Earth and hell shall feel his pow'r ; 

Heav'n and earth with joy adore Him 
Hail, the long expected hour : 
Hallelujah, 

Jesus has almighty power." 



X 

Digitized by Google 



INDIVIDUAL DUTY. 
"Oooupy till I oome."— LtncB six. 18. 

"It is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Chiist Jesns came into the 
world to save sinners :" and it is equally tme 
and faithful, that He is gone to receive a king- 
dom, and intends to return. We haye His 
word and His Spirit ; bat, as the mmi, we have 
not His presence, for He is at His Father's 
right hand, expeotbg till His enemies be made 
Bis footstool. We tfre recognised as His, and 
are required not only to confess Him, but to be 
employed for Him. To every Christian He has 
given some talent; and to every one who has 
any talent. He says^ " Occupy HU I come." 

Here is an event referred to, — ^the second 
coming of Jesus. He is now absent, but He 
will return. His coming is certain, for He has 
pledged His word : it is necessary, for the 
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preset state both of the world and the church 
requires it. When He will come is unknown. 
He intended it to be a profound secret. That 
period is not made known either by Himself or 
His servants. It is concealed for wise aud holy 
purposes. It may be immediately, or it may 
not be for a long time to come. We can fix no 
date, and if we are wise we shall not attempt it. 
It is one of the secret things which belong to 
the Lord. All we have to do is, to keep it 
constantly in view, act in full prospect of it, and 
be ready at any time for it. It will never be 
anything but a mercy to the diligent, devoted, 
and decided servant of God. Not to know 
when He will come, but to be ready for His 
coming, is my business and yours. His coming, 
whenever it is, will be sudden. As a thief in 
the night the Son of Man will come, — when men 
are crymg, Peace and safety,-— when the virgins 
are slumbering and sleeping, — when some have 
the talent wrapped up in the napkin and put 
carefully away. He will come. Sudden as the 
lightning's flash, will Jesus the second time ap- 
pear. It will be solemn. The last trumpet will 
sound. The heavens wiU pass away with a 
great noise. The dead in Christ will arise. He 
will appear in the clouds, and all His holy angels 
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with Him. The convulsed elements, the rising 
dead, the noise in the expanse, and His appear- 
ance in His own glory, and His Father's glory, 
will make it most solemn. It will be magniil- 
eently glorious. Unequalled in grandeur, splen- 
dour and majesty. Now He appears, not as the 
babe in Bethlehem, not as the man of sorrows, 
not as the thorn-crowned king, not as the cruci- 
fied Nazarene, but as King of kings, and Lord 
of lords, and as the Head of His body the 
church. Robed with light, and crowned with 
glory. His very countenance will strike terror 
into his foes, and make them cry for the rocks to 
fall on them, and the hills to cover them, and 
hide them from His piercing eye. " Behold, He 
Cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see Him, 
and they also that pierced Him ; and all kindreds 
of the earth shall wail because of Him." Hence, 
also. His own words : " Behold, I come as a 
thief. Blessed is he that watcheth and keepeth 
his garments, lest he walk naked, and they sec 
his shame. " Blessed is that servant, whom his 
Lord, when He cometh, shall find so doing." 

Here is a command, — " Occupy till I eomeJ* 
The Lord gives talents to the whole of His 
servants. To some five, to some two, and to 
some one. Or, He distributes Hia money; 
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each receives a pound, and each is expected to 
turn it to account. The talents are to he em- 
ployed in order to he improved and increased. 
He that hath, and employs his talent, improves 
it; and to him that hath employed and im- 
proved it shall he given, and he shall have 
abundance. We may know what we have, hut 
we do not know what it may become if diligently 
employed. The industrious tradesman may be- 
gin with a very small capital, but by " tact and 
push" he may become one of our merchant 
princes ; bom in a hired cottage, he may end 
his dsys in a mansion of his own; in youth 
obliged to borrow of others, in age able to lend 
to many. So it is in Christ's kingdom, — we rise 
by degrees, and rise only by diligence, devoted- 
ness, and zeal. Every servant has some talent, 
— ^not one is left without: if he has not five 
pounds he has at least one, and that one is to 
be employed. 

Some have a talent to teach children to read, 
and to unfold to their minds the gospel of the 
blessed God. This is an important talent, — not 
so splendid as some, but perhaps quite as useful. 
Its place is not the napkin, but the school-room. 
It is to be feared, that while there are many oi 
our schools languishing or kept small for want 



Digitized by Google 



SIO nrDIVIDlJAL BUTT. 

of teachers, there are many in our churches and 
congregations who have this talent, but consider 
themselves exempt from the command to use it. 
They are too '/ respectable," that is, they are 
too ptoud. They work too hard in the week, 
that is, they may spend all their energies in the 
world and for the flesh, and then must be excused 
because none are left to be employed for Jesus. 
They are — but time would fail to notice the in- 
numerable excuses made for idleness, pride, 
selfishness, and carnality in its thousand forms. If 
you can teach, and do not, be sure, on good 
grounds, that your Lord does not want you, or 
expect you, to teach. If you did teach, but 
have given it up, be sure that you have your 
Lord's warrant, signed by His own hand, for 
quitting the field. Children are growing up in 
ignorance, young people are going to hell in 
droves, and you wrap your talent in a napb'n, 
and spend your Lord's day in self-indulgence 
and crinunaJ ease. This is not obeying the com- 
mand, " Occupy tin I come," 

Some hare a talent for preaching, — viUage 
preaching, or occasional preaching, but not for 
the pastoral ofBce, and they are required to 
preach : but because they have not a splendid 
gift, they settle down, and the poor villagers 
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knay go to hell if every one acts like they do. 
We know how the flesh cries out, the distance 
is great, the weather may be bad, the cottage- 
room is inconvenient, the congregation is small; 
or, I have tried, but seem to have preached in 
vain: Lode at Jesus Himself, when he went 
through the towns and vilUges preachioig. Did 
He flinch because of weather, dist^ce, incon- 
venience, or even want of success ? No, His 
Eather^s will was His rule ; and to glorify His 
Father's name was His highest end. Look at 
the apostles, persecuted, defamed, made a spec- 
tacle and a gasiug-stoek to angels and to men ; 
did they throw up their commission, wrap up 
their tfdent in the napkin, and ingloriously quit 
ihe field P No, they all acted upon the princi- 
ple which caused one to exclaim, in reference to 
bonds and imprisonment, " None of these things 
move me; neither count I my life dear unto 
myself, so that I might finish my course with 
joy, and the ministry that I have received of the 
Lord Jesujs, to testify the gospel of the grace of 
God." Ov» kind wives, and over tender 
parents, by persuasions keep many at home for 
their own gratification, who ought to be em- 
ployed in publishing the good news of a free 
salvation to poor ignorant sinners. The flesh. 
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which ought to be crucified, is indulged ; tlic 
devil y^ho ought to be resisted, is attended to ; 
and so the work of the Lord is neglected, and 
our villages and handets are left in darkness, 
ignorance, and death. How many sit and hear 
sermons month after month, who ought to go 
out and preach them ! If thej can preach one 
'sermon a week, and there is any place needing 
the gospel at hand, they ought to preach it ; 
and if they can only preach one sermon a mon^, 
they ought to do that. How different would be 
the state of the villages of England if every 
Christian had laid out his talent instead of 
laying it up ! Eeader, can you speak of Jesus, 
in plain Engb'sh, for twenty minutes, to a dozen 
or a score poor cottagers ? Is there any village^ 
or back street, or dark district, in your town^ 
where you may so speak P If so, do you use 
your talent P If not, are you justified in bury- 
ing your Lord's money in the earth P Are you 
attending to His command, " Occupy till I come** 
Some have a talent for writing, and they could 
write letters full of simple gospel, accompanied 
with pointed appeals, loving exhortations, and 
urgent entreaties. To such, Jesus says, " Oc- 
cupy till I come** Some can engage in vocal 
pi*ayer,-^this is a talent, and should be employed. 
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Nor should a nervous feeling, or fear of not 
shining before others, cause any one to wrap it 
in the napkin. Some have a talent for singing, 
— God has given them a voice, an ear, and grace 
in the heart, and this talent should be used for 
God's glory. Some have a talent for conversa- 
tion, — ^they can interest and impress others when 
they talk with them ; they should be careful to 
speak of Jesus, and try and win souls for Him. 
Some could, by visiting and persuasion, induce 
persons to attend public worship who neglect it; 
and they should endeavour to crowd the house. 
Some have money, — ^that is a talent, and God 
requires that we use it for Him. Reader, I 
know not what talent you have ; but you have 
some. It may be only one; or it may be several. 
Are you using your talent for Jesus ? Are you 
filling a place in the field, performing a work in 
the world, or, in the words of the text, are you 
occupying until Jesus comes ? 

Every talent brings with it responsibility. It 
is given us for the good of others. We are 
bound to use it. We must give an account of 
what we have done with it. Every one of us is 
bound by the command of Jesus. He is our 
lawful King. We are His subjects, whom He 
has redeemed by His blood from a fearful doom^ 
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that we may do His will, glorify His name on 
earth, and then reign with Him in heaven. We 
are bound to use our talents,— the whole of 
them, — and to use them industriously, hopefully, 
and because our Lord requires us to do so, and 
will soon oome, demand an account, and reward 
every one of us according to His works. 
Authority, — His authority, — binds us, but grati- 
tude should constrain us to do all we can for 
His glory and praise. Reader, what has Jesus 
done for thee ? Dost thou know P What art 
thou doing for Jesus? Are you ashamed to 
say P What might you do P What has Jesus 
promised you? Can you guess P Nay, it is so 
great and glorious, that it has not entered into 
the heart of man to conceiye Can you expect 
so much from Him, and yet manifest so little 
love, and be satisfied to do so little for Him P 
Take down the napkin, unwrap the talent, put 
the money into the bank, and get the interest 
ready -against the Master comes. Can you teach P 
Let the next Lord's-day find you in the Sunday 
8chooL Can you preach P Look out for some 
neglected village^ or blind lane or alley, and 
begin at once to 

" Tell to sinners round 

What a dear Saviour you have found." 
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"N llagen do not want long, dry, tame, tedious 
discourses; thej loye something short, phiin, 
pointed, varm from the heart, full of Christ, and 
corroborated by the man's own experience. 
Better interest for fifteen minutes, than speak 
sixty without. Can you write ? Write at once 
to one or more with a view to save the soul. 
Can you pray vocally P Be sure and be regular 
at the prayer-meeting. Can you singP Let 
the church and congregation have the benefit of 
your Toioe. Can you converse P Visit on pur- 
pose to speak of Jesus. Can you induce chil- 
dren to come to the Sunday School, or adults 
to come and hear the gospel P Tiy. Begin at 
once. Let no one near you have to say, " I was 
never asked to go to chapel. No one ever in- 
yited my children to the school. No one ever 
spoke to me about my soul." Have you money P 
Give a fair proportion to God's cause, to carry 
on His glorious work in the world. This will 
be to carry out the Lord's command, " Occupy 
tiU I come." 

Let each one of us ask, — ^First, Do I know 
what talent I have P Have I examined P Did 
I ever try if I could teach, preach, pray, sing, 
write, converse, or induce persons to seek the 
salvation of their souls P Secondly, Do I realise 
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my responsibility for the use of the talent oc 
talents with which the Lord has entrusted me ? 
Thirdly, Am I zealously employing my whole 
talent for the Lord ? Fourthly, Am I expecting 
my Lord's return ; and, therefore, endeayouriug 
so to live, so to act, and so to work, as to be 
ready to meet Him, and present my acoonnt to 
Him ? Fifthly, Is my talemt, or any part of it, 
in the napkm ? Methinks there were never so 
many napkins in use in the church of God as 
now. We have napkins of all sorts, and all sizes. 
They look so white, they are folded so tastefully, 
they are laid up so carefuUy, that few suspect 
what they are made of, what they contain, or 
that they will bring shame and confusion upon 
their owners at last. It is to these napkins that 
we must ascribe our want of village preachers, 
Sunday school teachers, tract distributors, sick, 
visitors, praying brethren, good singing, useful 
conversation, crowded chapels, and fall ex- 
chequers. Whatever the Lord may find in my 
possession when He comes, may he never find a 
napkin : He left His own buried in Uis tomb, 
and what a mercy it would be if every one found 
in the church were buried there too. 
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" Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he 
is none of His."— EoM. viii. 9. 

The Apostle is dwelling upon the high priyi- 
l^es, and distinct peculiarities of the Lord's 
people. He affirms, that to them, there is no 
condemnation; and that their nnion to Christ 
is so. strong and permanent, that there shall be 
no separation. Delivered from the law that 
condemns, united to Christ who justifies, their 
present lot is precious, and their future pros- 
pects glorious. True they may be persecuted, 
tried, and tempted; but the indwelling Spirit 
working for them, and the .'Advocate above 
pleading their cause, conquest was certain; yea, 
He could triumph and exclaim, ''In all these 
things, we are more than conquerors, through 
Him that loved us " What a mercy to be free 
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from condemnation! What a privilege to be 
assured of final triumph over every foe ! But 
ibis mercy, this privilege, is the common portion 
of all the Lord*s people, all whom Jesus claims. 
Can we know then who they are who belong to 
Jesus ? Can we ascertain if we are among the 
privileged number P Yes, the text cuts off aR 
mere pretenders, but it establishes the claim of 
every trae believer. Let us consider. 

First, THE CLAnc to be considered Christ's, 
That is. His disciples, A disciple is one, who 
having selected a master, puts hintself under His 
instruction, and takes a place at His feet. Hence 
Moses speaks of the saints, "They sit down at 
Thy feet, every one shall receive of His words.'* 
To be a disciple, one must have a docile, teach- 
able spirit, and be willing, yea, desirous to be 
taught by Jesus. We are not Christ's, if we 
have not been brought to His feet to be taught 
by Him. The claim is to be considered His 
servants. The servants of Christ arc more 
honourable than earth's princes. They obey 
His word, do His will, suffer in His cause, and 
follow in His footsteps now; and by-and>bye 
that will be realized which Jesus spake, **]/ 
any serve Me, let him follow Me, and where I 
am, there also shall My servant be ; if any man 
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serve Me, him shall my Fatha honour." No 
one is really Christ's servant^ who does not 
follow, or imitate Him ; but those who do, may 
look forward to honour ; such honour, as only 
God can bestow, and ovlj the servants of Christ 
will receive. The claim is to be considered His 
brethren. Though exalted hi^h at the right 
hand of the Father, He is not ashamed, before 
ail the celestial host, to call Bis poor people, 
who are suffering here below, brethren. They 
are bone of His bone, flesh of His flesh; they 
have the same spiiit, and constitute so many 
parts of the one great family, destined to honour, 
and glorify God for ever. O what an honour to 
be a brother of Jesus! Jesus, who is the 
brightness of glory. King of kings» and Lord of 
Idrda. 3ut this honour have all his saints. 
The olaim is to be considered His bride, TTie 
whole church is the bride of Jesus, the Lamb's 
wife. So represented because of the closeness 
of His union with them, and the greatness of 
His love to them. It is a peculiar dignity put 
upon them. A dignity in which even the 
angels do not share. His bride will partake 
with Him of all His honour, happiness and 
splendour. She will share with Him in all the 
magnificence and glory of the world to oome. 
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Unutterable priviledge this, to be the bride of 
Jesus, the sharer of all His wealth, dignity, and 
honour ! What a claim for such poor, depraved, 
sinful worms as we are to make, to be the dis- 
ciples, servants, brethren, and bride of Jesus. 

But tliis is not all, such claim to be entitled 
to all the promises of His word. The many, 
exceeding great, and very precious promises. 
Promises to fulfil which, would exhaust any 
treasures, but the infinite treasures of God Him- 
self. Promises, vast as eternity, and varied as 
the wants of man. Promises which have sus- 
tained, supported, and supplied millions ; and 
will sustain, support, and supply millions more. 
All the promises are in Jesus, and all belong to 
those who belong to Jesus. They claim to be 
entitled to all the provisions of His house. The 
glorious gospel, the blessed ordinances, and the 
presence of the great householder himself. Oh, 
that gospel, so full of grace, so radiant with the 
love of God, so suited to the poor sinner, so 
adapted to the needy soul ! Those ordinances, 
in which God meets with man, unfolds His 
glories, imparts His blessings, and nourishes and 
refreshes the soul. They claim also to be en- 
titled to all the prospects of His chosen. To be 
^ungs and priests unto God, and to reign on the 
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earth. To be filled with all the fulness of God. 
To be exactly like Jesus, and eternally with 
Jesus. What a claim ! A claim which em- 
braces all God's promises, all His churches 
provision, and all the glowing prospects of His 
beloved ones. We must now consider, 

Secondly, The BEQursEMENT necessary to 
establish such a claim. The Spirit of Christ, By 
this we do not understand a thing, but a person ; 
not a disposition, but the author of every graci- 
ous and holy disposition in man. The most holy 
and ever blessed Spirit of God, by whom we are 
sealed unto the day of redemption. How shall 
we know if we have the Spirit of Christ ? By 
this, the Spirit of Christ, always convinces us 
of our need of Christ. He shows us that Jesus, 
and Jes^s only will meet our case. That we 
must have Christ or perish. That there is for 
us no pardon, but in His blood ; no justification, 
but in His righteousness ; no holiness, but by 
His Spirit ; no obedience, but through His grace; 
no heaven, but by His merits. He conducts to 
the cross of Christ. He will not allow us to 
stay at the crucifix, at saints, or angels, or even 
our good works ; but He leads us away from 
all to the cross. There we bring our load of 
guilt, our slavish fears, our heart breaking 

Y 
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anxieties; and there we obtain pardon, find 
peace, and receive grace. He conforms us to 
the image of Christ. He unfolds Jesus, leads 
us to fall in love with Jesus, nor will He allow 
us even to be satisfied with receiving Jesus, but 
generates in our hearts the unquenchable desire, 
to be like Jesus. Under His teaching, we often 
exclaim, O to be like Him! Holy as He is 
holy ! Harmless, as He was harmless ! O to 
breathe His loving spirit, to walk in His steps, 
and to be exactly conformed to Him ! Nor will 
those who have the Spirit of Christ, ever be 
satisfied until they awake up in His likeness ! 
He consecrates us to the service of Christ. 
Saved by His grace, comforted by His cross, 
destined to be conformed to His image, we can- 
not but wish to be engaged to Him, and em- 
ployed for Him, to glorify Him in our* bodies, 
souls, and spirits, which are His. If we have 
been convinced of our need of Christ, led to the 
cross of Christ, are being conformed to the 
image of Christ, and are consecrated to the 
service and glory of Christ, we have the Spirit 
of Christ. The Spirit of Christ, is the Spirit of 
life, which quickens us ; the Spirit of love, which 
sanctifies us ; the Spirit of liberty, which frees 
us ; and the Spirit of liberality, which influences 
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US. The Spirit of Christ, therefore, is opppsed to 
death, enmity, bondage, anl covetousness. O 
that we may not only have the Spirit of Christ, 
but be filled with the Spirit, and be inflnenced 
by it in every act, and every moment ! 

The Lord Jesus will not own all that claim 
Him, and wish to be considered His. Many 
will say, " Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied 
in Thy name, and in Thy name done many 
wonderful works; then will I profess unto 
them, I never knew you, depart from me ye 
that work iniquity." Unfounded confidence is 
exceedingly dangerous. Self-examination is 
therefore necessary. The Spirit of Christ is the 
great proof and evidence that we are Christ's. 
Nothing short of this will do, nothing short of 
tliis should satisfy us. If we are satisfied with 
anything short of this, we shall be found building 
on a sandy foundation, and our house will fall. 
Reader, search thy heart, examine thy life. 
Hast thou the Spirit of Jesus ? That Spirit of 
love, power, and of a sound mind ? That Spirit 
of meekness, patience, fortitude, and forbearance? 
That Spirit of faith, fervour, and devotion P The 
Spirit that rested on Jesus, acted in Jesus, and 
was manifested by Jesus ? We must resemble 
Christ in some measure on earth, if we hope to 
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dwell with Him for ever in heaven. The Spirit 
of Christ; always makes its possessor like Christ ; 
and just in proportion as we are under the 
teaching, leading, and guidance of the Holj 
Spirit, shall we resemble Jesus. The Spirit 
always glorifies Jesus, inwardly by teaching us 
our need of Him, and misery without Him ; 
outwardly, by conforming us to Him, and making 
us resemble Him. O that the Spirit of Christ 
may dwell in us richly, teaching, guiding, 
sanctifying, comforting, and using us to glorify 
His dear and exalted name. 

'* Blest ! who far from all mankind. 
This world's shadows left behind, 
Hears from heaven a gentle strain 
Whispering love, and loves again. 

Blest ! who free firom self-esteem. 
Dives into the Great Supreme, 
All desire beside discards, 
Joys inferior none regards. 

Blest ! who in thy bosom seeks, 
Best that nothing earthly break^ 
Dead to self and worldly things, 
XiOst in thee, thou King of Kings !"* 
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*' Nevertheless He regarded their affliction when 
He heard their cry."— Psalms cvi 44. 

Sin is that horrible thing which God hates. Sin 
no where appears so hateful to God as when 
seen in His own people. In them it has pecu- 
liar aggravations, for He has shewn such love 
to them, wrought so singularly for them, and 
conferred so many and such great blessings upon 
them. Christian, your sins, and mine, have 
peculiar aggravations. They touch the loving 
heart of God. They grieve Him. They cause 
Him to speak against us, to chastise us, and to 
lay us low. Nothing ought to affect us so much 
as sin. It should humble us. It should break 
our hearts, and fill us with sorrow. Sins before 
conversion are bad, but sins after conversion are 
a thousand times worse. Israels conduct, very 
correctly represents ours ; and the conduct of 
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God towards Israel, very correctly represents 
God's conduct towards us. The text refers to 
these points. Let us consider then, their 

Condition. They were afflicted, deeply afflic- 
ted. The enemy had possession of them, dealt 
hardly with them, and sorely oppressed them. 
Such is our case at times, as it is written, 
" Fools, because of their transgression, Knd be- 
cause of their iniquities are afflicted. Their 
soul abhorreth all manner of meat, and they 
draw near unto the gates of death." Our 
afflictions are sometimes in body, — ^whatevertheir 
nature, God selects them ; whatever part they 
attack, God directs them ; however long they 
continue, God commissions them. There is no 
chance in the case, nor is there any mistake. 
Sin, one sin, generally brings bitter sorrow. 
But perhaps more are afflicted in mind than in 
body. Sometimes we are left in doubt and 
darkness ; we can neither read over evidences, 
nor see our way. All our Ebenezars are ob- 
scured as it were in mist, and gloom and sadness 
rests upon the soul. The past appears delusion, 
the present dreary, and the future perilous. We 
do business in deep waters, while neither smi, 
moon, nor stars appear. The mind sinks, hope 
is ready to give vay ; and then comes tempta- 
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lions aad terrors. Temptations to sin, to des- 
peration, and to despair. Temptations accom- 
panied with power, such power as causes alarm, 
affright, and distressing agitations. O the distress 
of soul, which some have to wade through, in 
consequence of Satanic influence, the Lord hiding 
liis face, and the terrible rebukes of an honest 
conscience ! Such are generally, at such times, 
very tender of sin, and walk softly before the 
Lord. Many believers are afflicted in their 
circumstances. Providence frowns upon them. 
They have many claims and calls which they 
cannot meet, or can only do so with the utmost 
difficulty. The brook, like Elijah's, dries up. 
The resources seem to fail. Vexation and dis- 
appointments try and harrass the mind, for they 
have many wants and woes. What tliey have 
they cannot enjoy, on account of the claims for 
what thej have not ; and they have to leani out 
in this tiial, that they are as much dependant 
upon God, for the power of enjoyment, as they 
are for power to obtain. Many are the afflictions 
of the righteous. The Lord's people are a poor 
and afflicted people. They have to eat the 
paschal lamb, with bitter herbs ; and Oh ! how 
bitter they sometimes are ! We will now con- 
aider the cause of this, or look at their previous. 
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CoxDVCT. The pieoeediiig Tenes of the 
Psalm giyes as a fearful, and affecting pictoie 
of it It wta disobediaU, for "thej did not 
destroy the natums oonoaiiiiig whom the Lord 
commanded them/' Tbej were made exe- 
cutioners of God's just wrath, hut they spared 
His daring foes ; just so we spare our bosom 
sins, and darling lusts. It was disbelieving^ for 
''they despised the pleasant land, they believed 
not His word." He had set the land before 
them, and pronused to bring them into it ; but 
they would not believe Him, so that "they could 
not enter therein, because of their unbelief." 
Has not this been our case, have we not des- 
pised the pleasant land set before us, by pre- 
ferring the wilderness, or the Egypt of this 
world, unto it P Have we not doubted sometimes 
God's veracity, sometimes his faithfulness, per- 
haps, and often, very often. His love ? Alaa» 
alas, we have! It was idolatrous, for they 
"were mingled among the heathen, and learned 
their works, and they served their idols, which 
were a snare unto them." So we, instead of 
being separate from the world, and proving that 
we are not of the world, have mixed with it, 
and idolized fashion, wealth, and fame. We 
have placed Mammon on the throne of JehovaL 
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We have learned the ways of the world as to 
tricks in trade, carnal contrivances, and worldly 
practices. We have set up an idol in our 
hearts, in our houses, and even in our temples. 
The good Lord pardon every one of us. It was 
cruel, for they " shed innocent Wood, even the 
blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom 
they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan ; and the 
land was polluted with blood." We may plead 
guiltless as to the blood of the body, but there 
is the blood of souls. How many of us have 
sacrificed our children to the idols of the present 
Canaan, fashion, custom, dress, dancing, and 
worldly conformity in general. Look at the 
education given. Look at the company chosen. 
Look at the practices indulged in. Can it be 
said, that we realize the value of the soul, and 
seek first and principally the salvation of our 
children and friends, with the glory of God? 
O how many of our children have been sacrificed 
to form, fashion, and the various idols of the 
world ! It was ungrateful, for they not only 
" despised the pleasant land," but " they pro- 
voked the spirit of Moses, so that he spi^e un- 
advisedly with his lips." Here too we are 
guilty, for by our conduct we have provoked, 
perplexed, and grieved God's ministers, and 
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hare been a great trouble to them. Turn we 
now to their, 

Cry. "They cried unto the Lord in their 
trouble.*' This cry arose from anguish of soul 
and distress of mind. Tliey felt that they must 
have Tent, for the sorrow that was pent up in 
the heart, could not otherwise be borne. It was 
a right hearty cry. It was to God, to God 
against whom they had sinned, who had brouglit 
them into distress, who alone could deliver 
them. It was with fervour, the energetic cry. 
The cry that had feeling, energy, and power in it. 
The cry that God could not withstand. Many 
of our cries are so formal, so heartless, that they 
make no impression upon God, but there are 
cries that enter into the ears, sink into the heart, 
and stir up all the sympathies of the Lord God 
of Sabaoth. It continued until they were de- 
livered. Do we need a blessing P Do we ask a 
favour? Do we seek Divine interferance ? 
We must persevere in our application. We 
must not only ask but seek, nor leave off at 
seeking, but knock. Like the importunate 
widow, we must cry until we obtain redress. 
Like the friend who wanted bread, we must 
persevere until we obtain. As God's elect, we 
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must cry day and night unto God, until He Iiave 
mercy upon us. Glance we now at their 

CoMTORT. "Nevertheless He regarded their 
affliction, when He heard their cry." It was 
so piteous, so touching, He could not resist. 
How much comfort is sometimes wrapped up in 
a word. This word, " nevertheless" is full of 
holy comfort, and the Bible is full of instances 
in which it is thus used. Hence Nehemiah 
confesses, when he had acknowledged Israel's 
sins, " Nevertheless, for Thy great mercies sake 
Thou didst not utterly consume them, nor for- 
sake them ; for Thou art a gracious and merci- 
ful Grod." So David, " I said in my haste I am 
cut off from before thine eyes ; nevertheless Thou 
heardest the voice of my supplication when I 
cried unto Thee." So the Lord Himself, 
alluding to His backsh'ding people, " Neverthe- 
less, my lovingkindness will I not utterly take 
from him, nor suffer My faithfulness to fail : 
My covenant will I not break, nor alter the 
thing that is gone out of my lips." So before, 
in this very Psalm, part of which we are con- 
sidering, " Nevertheless He saved them for His 
names sake, that He might make His mighty 
power to be known." And so, once more, the 
Apostle Paul, alluding to some who erred from 
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tlie faith, and misled others, exclaims, " Never- 
theless the foundatioiL of God standeth sure, 
haying this seal, the Lord knoweth them that 
are His ; and, let every one that nameth the 
name of Christ, depart from iniquity." Thus 
the Lord comforts His poor, polluted, and un- 
worthy people. Nevertheless I what grace, 
free, sovereign, longsuffermg, all conquering, 
grace. He regarded their affliction, what pity ! 
" Like as a father pitieth his children, so the 
Lord pitieth them that fear Him, He knoweth 
our frame. He remembereth that we are dust." 
He wrought for them with men, "He made 
them also to be pitied, of all them that carried 
them captives." He impressed His own feeling 
upon the hearts of their very enemies, and Ihey 
pitied them. Who is a God like unto our God ? 
He effected their deliverance to the glory of His 
own name, and blessed be that holy name ; it 
shall be glorified in our ultimate, complete, and 
everlasting deliverance, from all sin, all sorrow, 
all darkness, all fears, and all foes. 

Then, let us never devoir. Yile as we are. 
Base as our conduct may have been. Guilty as 
we feel ourselves to be, let us never despair. 
Nevertheless, gives us hope. Nevertheless, 
will shine in our pardon, peace, and perfect 
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purity. We are poor, vile, polluted, unworthy, 
backsliding, ungrateful, wretched creatures ; 
nevertheless, He will regard our affliction when 
He hears us cry. Let us still cry. We may 
have to cry long and loud, but we shall not cry 
in vain. He who put the cry into our heart, 
will hear it, own it, honour it, and answer it. 
My poor, afflicted, dejected friend, cry oh, and 
give the Lord no rest, until He arise and have 
mercy upon you. Though He seems now to 
close His ear, and turn His back. He will turn 
again. He will have compassion upon thee, and 
will cast all thy sins into the depths of the sea. 
Let us yet expect. Our case is not, cannot 
be desperate. With the Lord there is mercy, 
and with Him is plenteous redemption. He is 
plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon 
Him. However tried, therefore, however tempted, 
however low we may have sunk, let us not 
despair, let us still, cry mightily to God, and let 
us yet expect that He will arise and have mercy 
upon lis; making this our motto, "Hope on 
hope ever" 
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** Go and sit down in the lowest room." — 

liUKB xiv. la 

PaiDE is peculiarly oflFensive to God. He 
will not allow it in His presence. He camiot 
smile upon the person that indulges it. It was 
exceedingly offensive to Jesus, the meek and 
lowly Jesus. It was the exact contrast of Him- 
self. He testified against it in His life. He 
reproved it with His tongue. Wlien He saw 
His fellow countrymen, indulging in this sin at 
a feast, choosing the best and most prominent 
places ; He put forth a parable to reprove tliem, 
and instruct His disciples. He did not say 
keep away from them exactly, or refuse all 
invitations to festivity ; but when you go mani- 
fest humility, take the lowest place. Do this, 
show a lowly disposition, because I command 
you. Leave your reputation to others. •*He 
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that liumbleth himself shall be exalted." It is 
not so much the place, as the spirit that prompts 
us to take it, for a man may take the lowest 
place, with the proudest heart ; but in general, 
the state of-the heart, manifests itself by the 
conduct. The lowly" will take the low place. 
The humble will go and stand by the publican, 
not proudly go up before the vail with the 
Pharisee. Jesus here gives us, 

A CiBECTiON. " Go and sit down in the 
lowest room." That is, be humble, and appear 
humble. Have low views of yourselves. Keep 
your own sinfulness, misery, and desert before 
your eyes. Never forget your origin, your 
former character, your deserved doom, and that 
all the difference between you and the vilest, 
must be ascribed to free and sovereign grace. 
Have low views of your talents, do not presume 
if God has given you many. Do not pride 
yourself upen what is only lent you, and may 
be recalled at any moment ; have you any reason 
to be proud of that which increases your respon- 
sibility, lays you under deeper obligations, is 
intended to be only used to the glory of the 
giver, and for the use of which, you must give 
an account P Have low views of your acquire' 
mentSy they are not what they mi^ht have been, 
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and there is so much more before you, that you 
have nothing to boast of. Have low views of 
your rights, few have correct views here. As 
wien, we have our rights among our fellow men, 
but as sinners, what rights have we before God ? 
The rights of a rebel in arms ? The rights of a 
rebel subdued ? The rights of a traitor P Who 
ialks of these P What are they among men but 
the prison, the block, or the halter ? What are 
the rights of a sinner before God, but the public 
condemnation, and eternal punishment in hell ? 
Oh, let us be humble, for humility becomes us I 
Have low thoughts of your place. What was 
it originally P The dung-hill. What, but for 
grace, would it have been eternally? The 
bottomless pit. What should it be now P The 
dust, the lowest place. Oh, Cliristian, we can 
never lay too low before God, we can never be 
too humble in God's church, and even among 
our fellow men, we shall only be respected the 
more, if we show that like our beloved master, 
we are meek and lowly of heart ! " Better to be 
of a humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide 
the spoil with the proud." Consider we now the 
Desigk of this direction. It is to try the 
spirits. There are many false spirits, gone forth 
into the world in the name of Christ. There 
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are in the church, many spirits, beside the Spirit 
of Christ. Among real Christians, there is often 
a great lack of real humility. Here is the test, 
are you willing with Paul to sit lowest, as 
" least of the Apostles," less than the least of 
all saints, the chief of sinners. Oh, this lowest 
place tries many ! They cannot take it. The 
proud spirit will not stoop to it. What, am I 
to be considered nothing P Am I to wash the 
feet of saints who are poor day labourers, fisher- 
men, tax collectors, and mere servants P You 
know Jesus did, and said, " I have left you an 
example, that ye should do as I have done unto 
you." Oh, the lowest place tries the spirit ! It 
is to test our principles, we profess self-annihi- 
lating principles, but do we possess them P Are 
we prepared to be nothing P To be saved as 
nothing. To be used as nothing. That is, as 
not deservi^ the Lord's notice, as unworthy 
the Lord's regard. How easy to profess tlie 
self-denying principles of the gospel, how hard 
to practise them. How many use the cloke. 
They cover pride with the cloke of humility ; 
and self with the robe of the Saviour. But it 
will not do, we are in the sight of God as the 
heart is. The professed principles of many 

z 
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point tliem to the lowest room, but they take 
the highest, and claim it as a right It is to 
prevent pride, which Jesus hates ; aud preju- 
dice, which injures the church ; and disappoint- 
ment, which harrasses the spirit ; and confusion, 
which fills with agitation and distress. Oui 
Lord would have us ornamental, useful, and 
happy; therefore he says, "Take the lowest 
room." We will now more particularly con- 
sider the 

E.EAS0NS, why we should take the lowest 
room. Because Jesus did, He made himself of 
no reputation, and took upon Him the form of 
a servant, a slave ; He made Himself servant of 
all, lowest of all ; He pleased not Himself. He 
was among His disciples as one that serveth. 
He was at every ones beck and call. He re- 
fused no one, but did all, and everything that 
was requested of Him ; and said, " It is enough 
for the servant, that he be as his Lord." Be- 
cause the greatest Apostle did. He said, " I 
am not worthy to be called an Apostle." Again, 
"Though I be free from all men, yet have I 
made myself servant unto all, that I might save 
the more.*' He adds, " Be ye imitators of Me, 
even as I also am of Christ." "Give none 
offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, 
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n(^ to the Church of God. Even as I please 
all men, not seeking mine own proGt, but the 
])roGt of many, that they may be saved." Be- 
cause all do, just in proportion as they know 
themselves, rodize the power of free ^ace, and 
walk closely with God. The experimental 
knowledge of ourselves will be sure to humble 
us, the sensible power of tiie grace of God will 
lay us lower still, hut nearness to God will anni- 
hilate self altogether, and we shall feel that we 
are nothing, less than nothing, and vanity. 
Because it qualifies us to rise, for " before 
honour is humility ;" and commends us to God, 
to good men, and to conscience. The Lord 
hath' respect to the lowly. He says, " To this 
man will 1 look, arid with him will I dweU, even 
that is humble and of a contrite spirit, and that 
trembleth at my word." The less we are in our 
own eyes, the more we rise in the estimation of 
the godly wise ; and when we lie low, and act 
under the power of self-abasement, conscience 
like a good friend, is sure to commend us. 
Once more, because it ensures our commendation, 
nnd a higher place. The master of the spiritual 
feast will come in by-and-bye, and looking with 
a loving eye upon the man in the lowest place, 
will say, ** Friend, go up higherf Then f ' 
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ejes will be turned upon him, and he will have 
reverence and respect shewn him, in the presence 
of the prince whom his eyes have seen. We 
may be allowed to keep the lowest place, you 
see, even until the master comes ; menrmay not 
exalt us, but when He comes, every man will 
have due praise of God. 

My brother, the lowest place, is the safest 
place. There are no shameful falls from here. 
The man who chooses the lowest place will es- 
cape much of the envy, jealousy, and strife of 
tongues, from which others-suffer ; and be per- 
mitted to pursue the even tenor of his way, 
proving, that " godliness with contentment is a 
good fortune." The lowest place is the happiest 
place. Jesus is often with us there. He feeds 
among the lilies. He walks among the myrtle 
trees, that are in the bottom. The man in the 
lowest place, escapes most trouble, and enjoys 
most comfort. He that sits lowest is most 
clearly a Christian, there is no doubt about him, 
whatever there may be about others, for he is 
so like Jesus, there is so much of the spirit, 
temper, and disposition of Jesus about him. 
His calling and election are sure. Observers 
will say of Him, if there is a Christian in the 
world, that .is the man.*' Many admire, and 
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tew envy him. He makes no noise, but he 
does much good, and brings great honour to 
God. Sitting in the lowest place, is the way 
to have peace in the Church, prosperity in the 
soul, and success in the Lord's work. The 
humble never strive, except it be to honour 
Jesus ; they never contend, except it is for the 
faith; they never wrestle, but against princi- 
palities and powers in heavenly places. They 
prosper in their souls, for in the lowest place, 
faith grows exceedingly, love bums with a 
glowing heat, hope roots in the rock of ages, 
and peace increases until it passess all under- 
standing. Those who sit lowest do most 
good. God can trust them, without fear of 
being robbed by them ; he can use them, certain 
that He shall not be dishonoured by them. 
These are the vessels of honour, meet and pre- 
pared for the Master's use. The lower we are 
the nearer to Jesus, and the greater our bles- 
sings. The snow remains unmelted on the lofty 
mountain peaks, while the valleys ^moke with 
heat ; the rain runs from the hills, but pene- 
trates, settles in, and fructifies the vales. So 
the sun of righteousness, pours its light and 
heat into the humble soul ; and the Holy Spirit 
like living waters, flows and fills the lowly snirit. 
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Blessed position, be mine the lowest place, 
with all its atteudaut blessings ! But, reader, 
let nothing keep thee from the feast which 
Jesus has made, the glorious gospel feast. lie 
invites thee to come, thou art heartily welcome, 
and if coming thou takcst the lowest place, thou 
will nave some ciioice portions sent thcc from 
Him who presides, and bade tlice come. The 
woman in the Piiarisee's house, went behind the 
guests, took her place at the feet of Jesus ; but 
to her alone the Saviour said, " Woman, thy 
sins are forgiven thee, go in peace." 'lake her 
place, in her spirit, and thou slialt have her 
portion; even a full j^ardon, blessed peace, and 
the sense of acceptance in thy soul. 

"Emptied of earth I fain would be. 
The world, myself, and all but Thee; 
Only reserved for Christ that died. 
Surrendered to the crucified ! 

Sequester'd from the noise and strife, 
The lust, the pomp, the pride of life ; 
For heaven alone my heart prepare, 
And have my conversation there !" 
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'* But as for ime, my feet were almost gone ; my 
steps bad well nigh slipped ''—Psalm budii. 2. 

Ai^AFH appears, in his own mind, to have been 
going oyer the history of the Lord's people in 
general, and of ^ome of them in particular; 
tracing out the Lord's dealings with them, and 
marking his peculiar interferences for them. 
EuU of this subject, he commences his Psalm 
rather abruptly, exclaiming, " Truly God is good 
to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart." 
Good, incomparably good, had He been to Israel 
literally, and to all the clean, or true hearted, 
among them; but His goodness shines even 
brighter still, in His dealings with His spiritual 
[srael. How good, how infinitely good, to 
choose them to eternal life in His beloved Son, 
to predestinate them to the adoption of children 
by Him, to redeem them from death by His 
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precious blood, to preserve them in the days of 
their imregeneracy, to quicken and call them 
by Uis Holy Spirit, to speak to them in His 
woid, and to work for them by His providence. 
Ye^, God has been good, and is good to Israel ; 
even to such as have had their hearts cleansed 
from guilt, by the blood of Jesus, and from 
filth, by His Spirit and word. Being clean 
hearted, the hands are washed in innocency, 
clean paths are chosen, clean companions are 
selected, and clean conversation only is enjoyed. 
His attention had also been directed to himself, 
and while he marked their course, he compared 
it with his own, and as he reviewed bis narrow 
escapes, and sinful propensities, he exclaimed, 
" But as for me my feet were ahnost gone ; my 
steps had well nigh slipped?' He had been in, 
Great danger. Judging by the eye misled 
him. He saw the wicked, healthy, weidthy, and 
prosperous; while some of the Lord's people 
were sick, poor, and in adversity. Envy arose 
in his heart, and began powerfully to work. He 
began to think that it was folly to obey God, and 
observe His precepts. A spirit of complaining was 
produced,, and he reflected upon the conduct of 
his God. At length he repaired to the Sanctuary, 
there his mistakes were corrected^ hia mind was 
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enligntened, and hi» actual fall prevented. He 
was almost gone. His steps nearly slipped. 
He only just escaped. In looking back, how 
often has this been the case with us. But there 
are special periods, and some particular spots, 
which remind us, how near we were to a shame- 
ful fall. O t^iis, almost ! This, well nigh I How 
vividly they bring before us past scenes, and 
past seasons. We can remember what danger 
we were in /rom peculiar temptations. Satan 
studied our constitution, and prepared his temp- 
tation accordingly. It just fell in with the 
lusts of the flesh, or natural turn of the spirit. 
It so exactly suited, was so calculated to take, 
that we were almost gone. Then it was so 
adapted to our ciicumstances. Satan always 
observes the circumstances of the Lord's people, 
when he prepares his traps for them. He has 
temptations for sickness and health, for poverty 
and wealth, for cheerfulness and gloom. Every 
constitution, has its suited temptation, ttnd so 
has every circumstance in the believers life. 
Besides which, he plies his temptations with 
such power and perseverance. How spirit acts 
upon spirit, we cannot define, but that it does 
so, we cannot doubt. An infernal spirit often 
acts upon the humaio. It suggests, it excites. 
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it seems to aigue, and, alas ! how often it pre- 
vails. When the temptation to sin, and the 
opportunity to commit the sin meet, the conflict 
is fearful, and the result sometimes shameful. 
When the wine sparkled hefore the eye of 
Noah, he was tempted and fell. When Bath- 
sheba's beauty met the eye of David, he was 
tempted and fell. When the damsel charged 
Peter, he was tempted and fell. And there 
have been times in onr histoiy when solicitation 
to sin, an inclination for sin, and the opportunity 
to commit sin, have met together, and we were 
almost gone J and if special grace had not been 
given to us, we should have fallen. We can 
reitiember too our danger when our corruptions 
have been powerfully stirred up, Satan is 
allowed to do this sometimes, and then every 
evil that lies hidden in the heart begins to shew 
itself. Corruptions we should be ashamed to 
mention, and afraid to name, are found working 
furiously. O what awful thoughts of God then|! 
O what fearful cogitations respecting man then ! 
Flood seems to follow flood, billow, succeeds to 
billow ; until it is almost impossible to believe, 
there can be any grace there. The cable strains, 
the anchor drags, the masts crack, and the sails 
flap fearfully ; we are tossed with tempests and 
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not comforted. We seem just ready to ninke 
shipwreck of faitb, and of a good conscience. 
Our feet are almost gone. Resistance is nearly 
overcome. Like one walking on ice, every 
moment we expect to be prostrate. Like one 
going down an incline plane, it appears almost 
iuipossible to stop. At times, all seems to be 
over, and disgrace now, with destruction bj-and- 
bye, certain. O the scenes of danger we have 
passed through ! the hair breadth escapes 
\vc have had ! There seemed to be but a step, 
and scarcely that, between us and the awful 
precipice, the shamcfull fall. Many, many times, 
we have been almost gone, and yet have never 
fallen yet. What mercy, what rich, free, and 
undesen'ed mercy this! But Asaph had not 
only been in great danger, he had also experi- 
enced a 

Merciful deliverance. A father's eye 
was over him. The Lord was observing him. 
J ust so with us. Our God has ever had His 
eye on us, and His arm around us. ** The eyes 
of the Lord, run to and fro throughout the 
whole earth, to shew himself strong on the 
behalf of all them whose hearts are perfect 
towards Him." O the mercy, to nave God's 
eye watching us,* and His ear open to listen to 
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US ! With David, we can say, " When I criea, 
Mj foot slippeth. Thy mercy, O God, held me 
np." The Lord hounds the temptations of His 
people. So far, hut no farther, may Satan go. 
He may try us, hut he shall not triumph over 
us ; or if he does for a time, the triumphing of 
this wicked one shall he short. Our heavenly 
Father hounds the time, the force, and the num- 
ber of our temptations. We may think them 
peculiar, seem to be encircled by them, and 
conclude that they must crush us. But no, 
thus saith the word, " There hath no temptation 
taken you, but such as is common to man, and 
God is faithful ; who with the temptation, will 
also make a way for your escape, that ye may 
be able to bear it." This has hitherto been the 
case with us, we were almost gone, but not 
quite. Our steps had well nigh slipped, but we 
were preserved from falling. Every saint is in 
God's own keeping. " The Lord is thy keeper, 
the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand.** 
"I will keep it night and day." These are the 
Lord's own words, and they are true and faith- 
ful. The Lord our God will always, as im the 
past, work for us. He works in us, by His 
Holy Spirit; and He works for us, by His 
soecial providence • and the inward work of the 
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Spirit, and the outward work of providence, 
conspire to preserve us from falling. Blessed 
be God, He watches over us, bounds our temp- 
tations, keeps us as the apple of the eje, and 
works for us. Here is our safety. That is the 
reason, that though our feet were aimost gone, 
and our steps had well nigh slipped ; we can 
say of our enemies, " They are cast down and 
fallen, but we are risen and stand upright." 

Brethren, thus circumstanced, we had need 
take heed, with such corruptions within us, 
such an enemy without us, and such a slippery 
path beneath us, caution is necessary. Many 
have fallen before they arrived at our age, and 
many have fallen after. Therefore the Apostle 
exhorts, " Let him that thinketh he standeth, 
take heed lest he fall. " Watch and pray, lest 
ye enter into temptation," is the caution of our 
Divine Master also. We should also feel our 
dependence. We need a wise head, and a 
stronger arm than our own to keep us. If the 
Lord had not been on our side, long ere this, 
Satan would have prevailed against us. The 
ivy does not more need the oak, the vine does 
not more need the wall, the infant does not 
more need the parents arm, than we need the 
powerful support of our Gracious God. Our 
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daily prayer should be " Hold thou me up ar.d 
I shall be safe." We should be found in the 
posture of the spouse, of w*hom it was enquireti, 
" Who is this, that comcth up out of the wilder- 
ness, leaning on her beloved." H> should wuU 
humbly. £eanin<7 on anothers arm, guiJc«l by 
another's eye, and kept by another's power, 
surely humility becomes us. The humbler, ihc 
safer. The humble eleave to Jesus, and fear 
to quit His side. Leave Him, and like Dinali, 
the daughter of Leah, you will find some Shec* 
hem too strong for you, and will have to return 
to your home dishonoured, and disgraced. We 
should give God the glory of our preservation. 
Our feet were almost gone, and but for His 
timely interference they would have been quite. 
Where, O where ! might we not have been 
this day, but for the Lord's faithful care. He 
was mindful of us, and He will bless us. We 
have been kept, we are preserved, but " Not 
unto us, O Lord, not unto us ; but unto Thy 
name give glory for thy mercy, and for Thy 
truth sake." 



Digitized by Google 



ABIDING IN CHRIST. 

** Wlioioever abideih in Him sinneth not ; whoso- 
ever sinneth hath not Been Him^ -neither 
known Him."— 1 John, iii 6. 

Ths design of God in the gospel, is to make 
us like Himself ; to conform us to His beloved 
Son, who is " the image of the invisible God." 
To this end all the promises, privileges, and pre- 
cepts of His word are directed. At this the 
work of the Holy and ever blessed Spirit aims. 
"We must resemble Him, imperfectly here, per- 
fectly and completely, in another and better 
state. This is the object we should constantly 
keep in view, at this we should habitually akn. 
Being justified by grace, we should daily seek 
to be sanctified by the Holy Spirit ; and that 
our bodies, souls, and spirits, should be pre- 
served blameless, unto the coming of the day ot 
God. This was John's object in writing this 
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epistle, at tnis he aims directly or indirectly in 
every part of it. " These things write we unto 
you," he says, " that ye sin not." And, " Who- 
soever abideth in Him sinneth not." Here is, 

First, A DISTINGUISHING PRIVILEGB. To bc 

in Christ. To abide in Christ. Union to 
Christ, is the most glorious privilege of a child 
of God. It is vital and permanent. Faith brings 
us to the feet of Christ, love fixes on the beauty 
of Christ, and the Holy Spirit becomes the bond 
that unites us to His person. Being united to 
Christ, it becomes our imperative duty, as well 
as our high privilege, to abide in Christ. This 
gives power to prayer, as Jesus says, " If ye 
abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye 
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done for 
you." And this is the cause of fruitfulness. 
" He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit, for witliout me," or 
severed from me, " ye can do nothing." No 
union, no power ; no union, no fruit. To abide 
in Christ is to realize Him present with us, and 
to act us under His eye. An ever-present 
Saviour, is one of our greatest comforts. Real- 
izing Him as present, we exercise faitn in Him, 
He is the object of our confidence apd trust ; 
we daily set our love upon Him, He is tlie 
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object of our affection and delight; we thus 
become zealous for Him, and diligent in His 
cause; lining in fellowship with Him. This 
fellowship is an interchange of thought, feeling, 
and purpose ; we drink into His Spirit, become 
of His mind, and naturally seek His honour. 
We come to Him, but it is to receive from Him ; 
and out of His fulness we receive, and grace 
for grace. 

Abiding in Christ is to abide with Him as our 
head, who influences us ; as the natural head 
does the body : as our husband, supplying us 
with all we need, and taking our cares upon 
Himself: as our foundation, sustaining us, and 
bearing the entire weight of our everlasting sal- 
vation : as the vine, which renews its brancnes 
by sending up the sap which produces the buds, 
foliage, and fruit. We must believe in Jesus 
for influence, supplies, supports, and constant 
renewals. It is having to do with Christ every 
day and all the day, for all we want, desire, or hope 
for. As the wife abides with her husband, as 
the stone abides on the foundation, as the branch 
abiiies in the vine, so we must abide in Jesus. 
Thus religion becomes our element, spiritual 
things natural, and carnal things lose their 
power oyer us. Here is« 
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Secondly, the bestjlt of this pbiyicb&b. 
" Whosoever abideth in Him, sinneth not." 
This does not mean that they are absolutely 
perfect, or entirely free from sin; otherwise 
every believer, would be a sinless person. But 
it means that abiding in Christ, they do not sin 
deliberately. They may be betrayed into sin. 
They may be overcome by temptation, as the 
best of men have been. But they cannot de- 
liberately plan and execute that, wliich is 
prohibited by God's holy precepts. They can- 
not sin habitually. Occasionally they may be 
overcome, but the habit of sin is broken. Every 
believer breaks off his sins by righteousness. 
They camiot sin ^na%. Or having fallen, they 
cannot remain in that state. Grace within them 
will work and struggle, until it raises them out 
of such a condition. He that abideth in Christ 
knows what sin is in its nature, tendency, and 
deserts. He knows that it is contrarity to God, 
turning the back upon Him, and trampling His 
law under foot. How can he do this while, he 
lives in intimate fellowship with Him? He 
knows that the tendency of sin is to alienaie 
him from God, hide his face, and expose him to 
His dreaded frown. How then can he indulge 
it ? He knows that every sin deserves hell, and 
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that eyeiy wilful sinner deserves endless banish- 
ment from God. Therefore he sinneth not. 
His heart is set against sin, and instead of in- 
dulging, he mortifies it ; instead of yielding to 
the flesh, he crucifies it, with its passions and 
lusts. He thirsts for holiness, as the heated 
traveller for water! This is the ruling desire of 
his soul. This is the great object of his pur- 
suit. This is his chief delight. Often he sighs 
and cries out " Oh ! to be holy, perfectly and 
perpetually holy !" Here is. 

Thirdly, the proof op a carnal state. 
" Whosoever sinneth hath not seen Him, neither 
known Him." His creed may be sound. Evan- 
gelical sentiments may float in his brain, like 
snow flakes in the air. He may be able to split 
hairs in doctrine. But if he sins deliberately^ 
habitually, smd finally, he has never known the 
Saviour. A carnal state, is a state of ignorance. 
The carnal man is in darkness. Christ is not 
perceived or known. Such may be familiar with 
His name, and with all the leading facts of His 
word, but they do not know Him. The man ' 
who lives in any known sin, has not discerned 
the glory of His person, the nature of His work, 
the tendency of His love, or the design of His 
(ro8T>el. He has no faith Faith is thj i^vo of 
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the soul, Girist is the object placed before it, 
and the gospel is the light by which Christ is 
seen. If the eye fix on Christ, the lieart im 
mediately desires a union to His person, and is 
'ivilling to give up everything in order to this. 
It sees that He was manifested to put away sin, 
to destroy the works of the devil, and to make 
all those who believe on Him a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works. It feels that the ten- 
dency of the love of Christ is to holiness, and 
that it constrains all who feel it, to live not imto 
themselves, but unto Him that died for them 
and rose again. The soul that lives in sin, does 
not know the design of Christ's death, that it 
was to be the death of sin ; the nature of His 
love, which is the great principle of holiness ; 
or the life of Jesus, as the pattern from which 
every believer is to copy, the rule which every 
Christian is to obey. No sin is, or can be, 
sanctioned by the gospel ; no sinner, who lives 
in, and enjoys sin, can be a Christian. Such 
are not united to Christ, they cannot be said to 
be abiding in Christ. 

Union to Christ, is the source of evangelical 
hoL'ness. No union to Jesus, no hoUness of 
heart and life ; and if there be no holiness of 
^--^ri and life^ there can be no union to Jesus. 
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As well may the branch grow without union to 
the vine, as a Christian be holy without union 
to Jesus; and as well may a living branch be 
united to the vine and never put forth leaves or 
fruit, as a person be united to Jesus, and not 
bring forth the fruits of righteousness, which 
are to the glory and praise of tSod. Indulgence 
in sin, proves a person to be ignorant of Christ. 
Head knowledge he may have, heart knowledge 
he cannot have. For just in proportion to our 
heartfelt, experimental knowledge of Christ 
will be our hatred to sin, fear of sin, and careful 
departure from sin. Union to Christ, if it be 
real and vital, will destroy the love and power of 
sin within us , and if we are not delivered from 
the bondage and service of sin, whatever may 
be our creed, profession, or confidence, we are 
still strangers to Christ, and seperate from Him. 
For •* whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not ; 
whosoever sinneth hath not seen Him, neither 
known Him." Living faith always perceives 
Christ, receives Christ, leads into union with 
Christ, consecrates the heart to Clirist, and de- 
votes the life to the service of Christ; This is 
the faith which distinguishes God's elect, to 
which the promise of salvation is made, and 
viiich invariably works by love. 
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^What I do thou knowest not now; but thoa 
shalt know hereafter."— John xiii. 7. 



The Lord teackes us not only by His words, 
but by His works. He taught His disciples by 
what He did, as well as by what He said. He 
was now teaching them humility and Iotc, and 
in order to do so. He condescended to wash their 
feet. Peter was amazed, and said, "Lord, 
dost thou wash my feet P" He could not think 
of letting his Lord stoop to such menial em- 
ployment in reference to himself. But he did 
not read his Lord's design, he could not see the 
deep and tender love of his Lord's heart. Jesus 
said to him, " What I do thou knowest not now ; 
but thou shalt know hereafter." The present 
shall be explained in the future. Be satisfied 
to believe that I am acting wisely and kindly, 
«^nd the whole shall be made olain bv-and-bve. 
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''ThaB our Lord seems to speak to us at times. 
He requires faith now, and promises us clear 
knowledge hereafter. Observe. 

First, the works of Jesus may for a time per* 
plea us. He is the great worker in providence. 
His hand is everywhere working, though it is 
not everywhere seen. The hand of Jesus is in 
all that happens to us. Yea, in reference to our 
trials, we may say of Him with Hezekiab, 
"Himself hath done it." He strips us, just as 
He does the trees in autumn, when the sap 
sinks, and the foliage withers and falls. Ho 
stripped Lot, and brought him out of Sodom 
poor and desolate. He stripped Job, and left 
faim for a time barren and leafless. He stripped 
Naomi, and she that went out full returned 
empty. He has stripped many of His people, 
and laid them bare. He disappoints us. Our 
expectations are raised by men, or by cir- 
cumstances, we fondly believe that > good and 
great things will result from a connection, or an 
undertaking ; but our hopes are removed like 
a tree, and our expectations are blasted as by an 
east wind. He humbles us. Stripped and dis- 
appointed, at first we think He deals hardly 
with us. We complain of instruments, or 
events, like the sons of Zeroiah. we look only at 
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Sliimei cursing, not like David at the Lord 
bidding him. This prodnces hard thoughts, 
rehellioos feelings, and a mnrmering spirit ; but 
one weight is laid on after another, until the 
spirit bends and we lay prostrate. At length 
the JIolj Spirit breathes upon us, our graces re- 
vive, our sight is cleared, and we are not onlj 
humbled by the force of external circumstances, 
but we are truly humble in soul, as the effect of 
His grace. Providence, or Jesus by His provi- 
dence, often deeply tries us, fills us with per- 
plexity, and we become bewildered, then He 
whispers, " What I do t.iiou knowest not now ; 
but thou shalt know hercalter." 

He is the great worker in grace, as in provi- 
dence, and here His work at times is no less 
trying. Instead of, as we hoped, carrying on 
His work by comforting, assuring, and sensibly 
sealing us ; He discovers to us more and more 
the foulness, depravity, and awful wickedness of 
our own hearts. Turn the eye inward. He says, 
" See what the chUdren of Israel do in the dark, 
every one in the chamber of his imagery." Again 
and again, He bids us turn, and at every tum 
we discover some fresh [abomination, some un- 
expected lust, some foul principle at work. He 
empties us of all oux false hope, vain oonfidenoe. 

Digitized by Google 



KirOWLEBGS PSOIIXSED. 361 

fleshly, assurance, and supposed excellency ; and 
the heart appears waste, yoid, and barren^ Every 
evidence at times is concealed, every grace 
appears withered, and only lust and corruption 
remains. Thus He exercisee us, and sharp in- 
deed, at times, the exercise is. We never ex- 
pected it. Perhaps we were not warned of it. 
Or if we heard others speak of it, we never 
thought that it would be so with ourselves. 
But thus He destroys spiritual pride, causes our 
graces to root in Himself and His word, and 
brings us, not only to be willing to be saved by 
grace, but to see and feel that we can be saved 
in no other way, and bless Him from the depth 
of our souls for a gratuitous salvation. Tried 
believer, tempted christian, Jesus says to thee, 
as He said to Peter, " What I do thou knowest 
not now; but thou shalt know hereafter." 
Observe, 

Secondly, the promise of Jesus should eneou- 
rage us. We shall know hereafter. At present 
He works in the dark, for the darkness and the 
light are both alike to Him. He has made no 
mistake in anything He has done. He has not 
caused us one needless pang, though we have 
caused ourselves many. He works wisely and 
kindly, when He works invisibly. He assigns 
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no reason for His actions. If we oomplam or 
repine. He seems to say to as, as to Job, 
*' Should it be according to thy mindP" This 
silences as, for we dare not say it should. The 
time to assign reasons to us, is not now ; but it 
is the time to expect faith of us. He acts just 
contrary to sease, and contrary to our carnal 
expectations. We had, perhaps, laid down a 
plan for him to work by, and he goes just 
opposite to it. He crosses our wills, to sanctify 
our spirits. He opposes our foolish schemes, to 
execute His own wise and gracious designs. 
He promises to make all plain by-and-bye. The 
revealing day will come. It may soon be here, 
therefore let us patiently wait, and hopefully 
anticipate it. We shall then know the nature 
of what He does; and see that all is gracious, 
wise, and kind. We shall know the need be for 
what He does; for all is necessary for our 
present good, or future welfare. We shall know 
the design of what He does, that it was to 
humble us and prove us, to purify and perfect 
us ; to exalt His own name, illustrate His own 
character, and glorify His Father's grace. We 
shall know 9Jid feel fully satisfied, for all diffi- 
culties will be completely cleared up. We shall 
know and heJOled with admiraiiim at the wis- 
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dom, perfection, and prudence of all He did. 
We shall know and praise Htm for working it 
all, for working as He did, and for concealing 
the design He had in view while He was thus 
trying us. s 

Beloved, though we know not now what Jesus 
does, we shall assuredly know hereafter, and 
this calls for patience, we must wait for the reve^ 
lation, all will be made clear. At present we 
hare need of patience, we are required to have 
patience ; and if we can have patience with any- 
one, surely we may with Jesus. Can He do 
wrong? Impossible, for all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge are in Him. Can He 
act unkindly? Impossible, for His heart is 
love, and the bruised reed He will not break, 
and the smoking flax He will not quench. Can 
He make a mistake ? Impossible, for He only 
fnlfilleth the thing that is appohited for us, and 
many such things are with Him. TVe shaU 
know hereafter, this assurance calls for suh- 
mission ; meek, uncomplaining, loving submis- 
sion. There should be no complaining, no repining, 
no wishing; for our wishes spring from our 
ignorance, selfishness, or opposition to God. 
It rails for faith, strong, steady, quiet faith. 
Taith in His promises, which must all be made 
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good, and are fuMling bj our very trials and 
troubles. Faith in His perfections, which are all 
combined and engaged, to secure our present 
and everlasting welfare. Faith in His presence, 
for He is with us when we see Him not, feel 
Him not, think not of Him. With us, to prevent 
evil. With us, to do us good. With us, to cause 
all, and every thing to work together for our 
good. It calb for sUefuse, attempt no expla- 
nation at present, but be willing to leave it, and 
quietly wait until the Lord comes. His word 
to us now is, '<£e still, and know that I am 
God." His promise respecting the future is, 
«' Ye shall know hereafter." Let us then look 
through all to Jesus ; amidst all, trust in Jesos ; 
notwithstanding all, expect from Jesus ; and in 
the darkest hour, in the dreariest season, en- 
deavour to say, " I will wait for the Lord who 
hideth Himself, from the house of Israel, and 
will look for Him :" remembering that " It is 
the glory of God to conceal a thing," and Jesus, 
thy Jesus, is God. O blessed assurance, of a 
blessed Saviour, that though I know not what 
He does, nor why He does it, at present, yet I 
shall know hereafter; and be satisfied, more 
than satisfied with it, for I shall bless and praise 
Him for it, for ever and ever I 
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'Tet they are thy people and thine inheritance, 
which thou broughtest out by thy mighty 
power, and by thy stretched out arm/' — 

Deut. ix. 29. 



The imperfections of the Lord's people, are 
sometimes so numerous and so great, that it 13 
difficult to recognize the likeness of Jesus in 
them. They are so worldly, so selfish, and in- 
dulge such unlovely tempers, that we are ready 
to say, "They can never be the Lord's." But 
it is impossible for us to say, with how much 
imperfection, grace may dwell. Who would 
have thought that Jonah was a true prophet, one 
of God's own choice, an object of His infinite 
and endless love? Bat he was. Who, that 
heard Peter curse and swear that he never knew 
the man, would have said, that the root of the 
matter was in him, and that he not only pro- 
fessed Christ, but had love in his heart to Him P 
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Yet 80 it was. It is well for us, that God seeth 
not as man seeth ; for man judges by the out- 
ward appearance, but the Lord judges by the 
heart. A sour temper, sometimes conceals the 
sweet grace of Jesus. A rough exterior, hides 
a gentle loving heart. But the Lord's people 
are, they always have been, very imperfect. 
Moses admits this ; but he closes by conduding 
after all, *' Yet they are Thy people and Thine 
inheritance, which thou broughtest out by Thy 
mighty power, and by thy stretched out arm." 
We will notice. 

First, the LorcTs conduct toward* Israel. 
There is the stamp of His own nature, the im- 
press of His own divinity, upon it. It is the 
conduct of a God, who is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy aud truth. 
In Egypt, when smarting under a tyrants rod. 
He looked upon them. He pitied them, He ap- 
peared for them, and exerted Himself on their 
behalf. Long did He bear with their enemies, 
but was determined to deliver them. He treated 
their oppressors as men, while He shewed Him- 
self to them as God. He brought out His 
people from under their power, and did. so 
though haughty Pharoah resisted, though the 
Crushed spirits of the Deoole complained, and 
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though timid Moses was afraid. Having brought 
them out. He constituted them His own pe- 
culiar people, called them His children, treated 
them as such, and claimed them as His own 
inheritance. 

Just so has He acted towards us, we were in 
bondage under the elements of the world, we 
were led captive by the devil at his will, we 
were serving divers lusts and pleasures, hateful 
and hating one another. He looked upon us. 
He pitied us. He determined to save us. He 
sent us His word — His servants — His Spirit— 
and Hi<s grace. He crushed the power of our 
foe. He subdued the enmity of our hearts, and 
He brought us out of darkness into marvellous 
light, translating us into the kingdom of His 
dear Son. He constituted us His people, by 
the work of His Spirit^ He made us His children 
by adoption and grace, and claims us for His 
o«^Ti inheritance. We are His people, and He 
is our God, we His sheep, and He is our shep- 
herd; we are His children, and He is our 
heavenly Father. In acting towards us thus, 
He displays His sovereignty, manifests His 
grace, and exalts His gratuitous mercy. He 
confounds our foes, lays us under the deepest 
obhgation, and will secure to Himself everlajstiiur 
glory. Let us now consider. 
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Secondly, IsraeVs conduct toward God. 
What a contrast is here ! Look at them at 
Marah, murrnering against Moses and against 
God, saying, " What shall we drink P" In the 
wilderness of Sin, murmering and exclaiming, 
« Would to God we had died by the hand of the 
Lord in the land of Egypt." At Horeb, where 
they make the calf, and worship it. At Taberah, 
where they lusted for flesh, and exclaimed, 
« Who will give us flesh to eat ?" At Massah, 
where they cried, " Wherefore is this that thou 
hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us, and 
our children, and our cattle with thirst ?*' At 
Kibroth Hattaavah, where they provoked the 
Lord to wrath. At Xadesh Barnea, where they 
indulged in unbelief, and were excluded from 
the land. Their conduct from first to last was 
ungrateful, for God was their firm, fast, and 
faithful Friend. It was unnaiural, for He was 
their kind, tender, and indulgent Father. It 
was treasonable, for He was their just, merciful 
and gracious Sovereign. It was fearful, for it 
was against a present God, the symbol of whose 
presence was constantly before their eyes. Well 
might Moses say of them, " Ye have been a stiff- 
necked people, since the day I knew you." And 
God, "I knew that thou wast obstinate, and 
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tUy neck an iron sinew, and thy brow brass. I 
knew that thou wouldest deal very treacherously, 
and was called a transgressor from the womb.'* 
What a fearful picture, what a catalogue of 
crimes ! Still Moses says, " Yet they are Thy 
people and thine inheritance." Oh, wondrous 
grace ! Can these be the Lord's people ? Yes, 
of them it is written, " The Lord hath chosen 
Jacob for Himself, and Israel for His peculiar 
treasure." Surely it could not be for excellency 
of nature ; or on account of their good works ! 
No, " for mine own sake," says the Lord, " for 
my names sake." God had a reason, but it was 
hidden in His own heart ; He has a cause for 
acting, but it is found in Himself, not in His 
people. 

But base as their conduct was, which of us can 
cast a stone at them P Who has not done the 
same, really, if not formally ? Have we not 
lYiunnered against His providence, eamplained of 
His dealings, idolized His gifts, lusted after for- 
bidden objects, and disbelieved His word? 
Which of Israel's sins is it, of which we cannot 
find the counter part, in our own hearts or 
conduct? Have we not been ungrateful, as 
ungrateful as they were ? Have we not been 
unnaturd in our conduct toward God, as un- 
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nataaal as ihej were ? Has not our condnct 
been treasonable^ as treasonable as theirs was ? 
Is not our sin fearful, more fearful than theiis, 
as it is committed in clearer light, against greater 
love, after deeper obligations? Friend, how- 
ever you may feel, the writer feels that he is 
verily guilty. Whatever excuse you may Have, 
he feeb that he has none. However you may 
extenuate your crimes, he cannot extenuate his. 
Conscience seems at this moment, to whisper, 
the language once addressed to Job, "Is not 
thy wickedness great, and thine iniquities infi- 
nite P" Yes, I am vUe. I lothe myself. I 
abhor myself. I desire for ever to glorify Grod's 
most free, sovereign, and distinguishing grace, 
which alone saves me from hell. But let us 
glance. 

Thirdly, at the plea of Moses. TJie Lord was 
angry and threatened to destroy them. Moses 
falls down before Him, to plead with Him. He 
admits every charge that was brought against 
. them, but still pleads, ** Yet they aie thy peo- 
nle and Thine inheritance, wliich TIiou broughtest 
<>ui by Thy mighty power and stretched out 
arm." "Notwithstanding Ihey are base, un- 
worthy, and guilty, they are Thine. They have 
been, they are rebellious, yet still, after all, bad 
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as tliey are, thou hast chosen them, wrought for 
them, acknowledged them, pledged thyself to 
them, and art engaged to deliver them." Just 
so, in reference to us, and the Lord's imperfect 
people with whom we are connected ; they have 
naughty tempers, depraved hearts, inconsistent 
ways, and a host of infirmities^ and imperfections, 
yet they are the Lord's people. He has chosen 
them, when perhaps none hut the Lord would, 
knowing all about them, and the very worst of 
them. He has wrought for them, and wrought 
in them, and does work by them, to our wonder 
and surprise. He has acknowledged them at 
His throne, in His house, and by His providence^ 
when none but a God would. His word is 
pledged to them, and He is engaged Anally and 
eternally to deliver them. Yes, poor, timid, 
tried reader; bad as thy heart is, imperfect as 
thy life is, numerous as thy faults are, thou hast 
not gone beyond Israel, nor beyond many of the 
Lord's people around thee. Write not bitter 
things against thyself. Try not to blot thy 
name out of the book of life. Lie not against 
thy right. You may be one of the Lord's notwith- 
standing ail you have done, all you feel, and all 
you fear ; and if you really hate sin, rest on 
Jesus, and sigh and seek for holiness, thou art 
one of them, too* 
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Observe, Grace, free grace, is the source of 
all our blessings. Bat for grace ve had been 
left wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
naked. Through free grace, we have an interest 
in Jesus, and in all new covenant blessings. 
Poor are the returns which the Lord receives 
from us. What have we rendered for all His 
benefits ? What are we now rendering ? Wliat 
has been the state of our hearts towards Him ? 
How have we treated Him in the closet, in the 
family, in the house of prayer, ? He has spoken, 
have we listened P He has wrought, have we 
observed ? He has commanded, have we obeyed ^ 
He has prohibited, have we avoided ? He has 
exhorted, have we attended P He has invited, 
have we accepted P Have we P But amidst 
all relationship still remains and may he pleaded. 
He is our God, and we are His people, and the 
sheep of His pasture. He still speaks to us in 
His word, watches over us by His providence, 
listens to us on His throne, and promises to be 
very gracious at the voice of our cry. God's 
grace is wondrous grace. His mercy is from 
everlasting to everlasting, and amidst all our 
changes, He chunges not. and therefore we are 
not consumed. 
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" This is a faithftil saying, and worthy of all accep* 
tation, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to saye sinners ; of whom 1 am chief."— 

1 Tim. i. 16. 

No theme is like the love of Jesus. No 
manifestation of that love, is like His coming 
into our world to save sinners. O that we could 
think, speak, and write worthy of that glorious 
suhject ! But it would require more than 
human powers, and a longer space than time. 
This makes the thought of eternity sweet, in 
which we shall have space, opportunity, incli- 
nation, and all kinds of help, to prosecute 'this 
delightful subject. Yes, eternity will be spent 
in thinking, speaking, enjoying, and celebrating 
the love of Jesus. O that my heart was filled 
and fired with it now ! O that I could so write 
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as to influence, inflame, and fill eveiy readeis 
heart with the love of Christ ! Preoious theme ! 
Holy Spirit help our meditations upon it ! But 
onr principal ohject now is, to dwell on the 
design of the Saviour, He came into the world 
to save sinners. 

First, here is a great and glorious object 
The salvation of sinners. From what does He 
save them ? From an eternal heU, and the cause 
of it. Hell ! What a fearful place is heU ! 
The prison where God's enemies are confined. 
The torture room, where guilty rehels are eter- 
nally tormented. Every terrible figure is em- 
ployed to represent it. It is a lake of fire. 
Blackness, darkness, and tempest. Outer dark- 
ness, where there is weeping, wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth. It is an abyss of tormenting 
flame. There will be no jail delivery there. 
There will be no mitigation of torment there. 
All will be dreadful, eternally dreadful. Jesus 
came to save sinners from going to hell. Sin is 
the cause of hell. Hell is but the natural effect 
of sin. There could be no saving from hell, 
but by saving from sin. Jesus came therefore 
to save sinners from sin. To save them from 
its guilt, by shedding His blood for them ; and 
to save them from its love and power, by pro- 
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curing the Holy Spirit, and giving that Spirit to 
them. But whom did He come to save f 
Sinners. Those who were only sinners, alto- 
gether sinners. Those who could shew no 
reason why they should be saved. Those who 
would never seek to be saved by Him, except 
He induced and inclined them. Those from 
whom He could expect nothing in return, and 
from whom He will get nothing but thanks, and 
even these will be the fruit of His own grace. 
Hbto did He propose to save them. ? Consistently 
with God's government on the one hand, and 
their own nature on the other. So that God's 
government should not be wronged, nor man's 
nature forced. How wonderful this! God's 
law and government gets all it requires, and 
poor sinners are induced to accept a free, fall, 
and everlasting salvation. He came to save 
sinners, and depend upon it He wiU save all 
His people from their sins. 

Secondly, The influence this subject exerted 
in heaven. It influenced the whole Godhead. 
Father, Son, and Spirit were affected by it. 
Nothing lay nearer the heart of God than this. 
Nothing reveals so much of God as this, it so 
influenced God, that a council was held in 
heaven ; a covenant of grace was entered into 
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the plan of salvation was drawn ; provision for 
salvation was made; the promise of salTation 
was given; and at length the period of the 
advent arrived, when Jesns, the only be^tten 
Son of God, came into the world to save sinners. 
He came freely. He took onr nature willingly. 
He appeared in onr place cheerfully. He under- 
took to answer for ns legally. He wrought. He 
tanght, He suffered, in order that sinners may 
be saved freely, cheerfully, certainly, eternally. 
He undertook to be a Saviour. He bore the 
name of a Saviour Jesus. He did the work of a 
Saviour. He shall enjoy the glory and honour 
of a Saviour. The Father gave Him to save. 
He cheerfully came to save. The Spirit qualified 
His humanity, reveals His person, sprinkles His 
blood, applies His word, and puts His people 
into possession of salvation. Thus salvation 
had, and has, an influence upon the whole God- 
head. 

Thirdly, ike influence this subfect has in hell. 
Every fallen spirit is affected hy it. The prince 
of darkness and all his subjects are roused up, , 
determined to oppose, hinder, and if possible ' 
prevent it. Hence they act upon the saints and 
lull many of them to sleep, in order that they i 
may not work; prodi^ce disagreements, that 

Digitized by Google 



THE DESIGN OP THE ADVENT. c77 

toey may not go forth united and energetic to 
the field ; and fills others with self satisfaction, 
so that they are satisfied, if not pleased, with 
themselves, when they are doing little or notliing 
for God's glory, or to pluck sinners as brands 
from the burning. They act particularly upon 
preachers, so that some fall into errors, others 
into sin, and many become prosy, sleepy, and 
indifferent. Nor do they overlook writers, 
especially those who write for the press, hence 
the multitude of erroneous, profane, and pesti- 
ferous publications. Especially do they act upon 
sinners, hence the carelesness, blindness, and 
forgetfulness they manifest. Therefore the 
Apostle said, " If our gospel be hid, it is hid to 
them that are lost ; in whom the God of this 
world, hath blinded the minds of them which 
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel 
of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine 
unto them." 

Fourthly, the influence this subject should have 
on earth. On ministers infiaming them with 
zeal, self denial, and soul consuming earnestness, 
in endeavouring to bring souls to Jesus. On 
deacons, stimulating them to remove all obstacles 
out of the preachers way, providing all possible 
accommodation for heares, and rendering pas- 
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tors all the assissance tliey pos^bly can. On 
all chrtstians, stirring them up to seek the 
present, the immediate salvation of all around. 
Travailing in birth for sinners, until Christ be 
formed in them. Especially guarding against 
everything unlovely in temper, disposition, and 
conduct, lest they should hinder the gospel of 
Christ. Employing all likely means to bring 
sinners under the word, or lead them directly 
to the Saviour. Engaging each, and all, per- 
sonally to aim at, and strive to save some. 
Wlien our own salvation is secured, the salvation 
of all around us to the glory of God, should be 
the all-absorbmg object and subject, that en- 
grosses our attention. 

Did Jesus come to save sinners ? So should 
we go directly to sinners, combine to act upon 
sinners, be ever wDling to give, to do, and even 
to suffer, for the conversion and salvation of 
sinners. Is the great doctrine, that Jesus 
Christ came into the world to save sinners, 
worthy of all acceptation ? Then let us accept 
it for ourselves, let us convey it to others, and 
endeavour to urge it upon their attention in the 
manner most likely to succeed. Let us use the 
tongue, the pen, and the press for this purpose. 
Let us work publicly and privately with tliia 
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end in view. Does this great subject influence 
God Himself ^ Then let us seek to be like- 
minded with God — ^with the Father who sent 
His Son — with the Son who came to suffer, 
bleed and die — ^with the Holy Spirit, who 
-wrought in Christ, and still even works for 
Christ. Let us be like-minded with Paul, who 
could say of Jesus, " Whom we preach, warning 
every man, and teaching every man in all wis- 
dom ; that we may present every man perfect 
in Christ Jesus : whereunto I also labour, 
striving according to His working which worheth 
in me mightily*' The word " striving," signifiejj 
to labour even to weariness. May we so labour, 
not for a day, a month, or a year ; but every day, 
every month, every year, until our Lord caJls us 
home ; and may this be our subject and our theme 
wherever we go, and with whomsoever we con- 
verse, "It is a faithful saying, and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners ; of whom I am chief." 
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* Aflk now the days that are pa8t.''^DBUT. iy. 82. 

Ip we would be wise, we must converse with 
the past, as well as with the present. Mighty 
ftinds have inhabited our world, great wonders 
have been wrought, therefore important lessons 
are to be leamei. We may take God's book 
and converse with man from the creation. Or, we 
may take man's books, and review any portion of 
the past. But either would be too much for this 
article. Let us therefore confine our attention 
to our own history. Let us look back over our 
past days, ask a few questions, and assign a few 
reasons for doing so. 

First, let us review our past days. As men, 
there are the days of infancy, childhood, youth, 
and manhood ; of the former we know compara- 
tively little, of the latter much more. Close 
the eve aud go cahnly over them. As mnen, 
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there are the days of carelessness, conviction, 
concern, and consideration; again, carefully 
review these. As ChristianSy there are the days 
of conversion, instruction, correction, manifes- 
tation, temptation, prosperity, adversity, bond- 
age, liberty, light, and darkness. Now, go over 
these. What changes we have passed through ! 
What scenes we have witnessed ! What sor- 
rows we have felt ! What joys we have ex- 
perienced ! But having obtained help of God, 
we continue to the present time. The worst is 
behind us, and the best, the brightest before us. 
Secondly, let us ask a few suitable questions. 
Let us enquire, if we ever found any solid plea- 
sure in sin — any true peace without religion 
— any real ground for our slavish fears — any 
truth in Satans suggestions — ^if we ever gained 
anything by compromising with the world — or 
lost anything by acting in character — and if God 
has ever witheld any good thing from us ? Let 
us appeal to our own personal experience, and 
ask, if God has not been faithful — if we have not 
proved the Bible to be true — if we have not 
found Satan to be a liar — ^if our doubts and fears 
have not been wrong? "Ask now the days 
that are past," for an answer to these ques- 
tions. Let them be well considered, duly 
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pondered, and slowlj and honestly answered. 
We &]\&\i find the employment profitable, and 
refreshing to our souls. 

Thirdly, let us give some reasons for conversing 
with the past. Properly attended to, it will lead 
us to praise God for the past. We shall see so 
many proofs of His forbearance, faithfulness, 
and loye ; and as we count our Ebenezers, and 
read their inscriptions, we shall be ready to say, 
" I will bless the Lord at all times. His praise 
shall continually be in my mouth." The Lord 
deserves our praises. He loves our praises, He 
condescends to ask for our praises ; let us there- 
fore review the past, until our ungrateful hearts 
break forth in praise and thanksgiving. It will 
lead us to exercise hope in the future. Past 
mercies, past interferences, and past deliver- 
ances, rightly viewed, wiU lead us to hope in 
God, and to say with the Apostle, "He that 
hath delivered, doth deliver, and iu Him we 
trust, that He will yet deliver us," We shall 
encourage others by our testimony. Few things 
are more encouraging, than to hear the Lord's 
people recount the Lord's mercies. O that 
there was more of this! It will lead us also, 
with confidence, to plead with Grod for blessings. 
New blessings. Great blessings. Needed bles- 
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fciugs. Having given so many and so often, 
when we were so vile and so undeserving, we 
shall take courage to plead with Him, to give 
us even greater still. It will enable us to resist 
the devil in time to come. Reviewing the past, 
we shall be reminded of many a deadly conflict, 
and many a glorious victory; and this will 
strengthen our faith in our glorious Captain, in 
our well-tried weapons, and in our directions for 
conducting the war. Finally, we shall learn 
what we have gained by experience. What 
knowledge — what courage — what confidence— 
what bright evidences — ^what well-grounded 
assurance that we shall ultimately be ''moro 
thau conquerers, through Him thet loved us.'* 
In looking over the records of past ages, we may 
ask, what has been the sinners state, but misery? 
What his course, but folly ? What his doom, 
but disappointment, disgrace, and woe ? What 
has been the saints comfort, but God's word, 
Christ's work, the Spirit's witness, and the as* 
surance that all things were working for his 
■ good P What has been his wisdom, but sepe- 
ration from the world, close walking with God, 
imitating the conduct of Jesus, and losing sight 
of himself, that he may aim singly at the Lord's 
glory? What has been his end, but ocaceP 
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" Murk the perfect man, and behold the upright, 
for the end of that man is peace." In reviewing 
the past^ we must see, that our own course has 
been such as to lead us to lay our mouths in the 
dust, giving glory to God. If we ask the days 
that are past, and wait for their reply, we 
shall hear them say, "Your conduct has been un- 
worthy of you, but the Lord's conduct reflects 
everlasting honour upon him. You have been 
fabe. He faithful ; you have been changeable. 
He always the same ; you have forsaken Him, 
He has pursued you with His love ; you have 
deserved His wrath, but He has crowned you 
with lovingkindness and tender mcxjy.** Breth- 
ren, let us praise the Lord, for " it is of tlic 
Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, and 
because His compassions fail not ; they are new 
every morning, and great in His faithfulness." 
Let us join with David and sing, " Bless the 
Lord, O my soul, &nd all that is within me bless 
His holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits," And let us 
end the year as we began it, by exercising faitli 
in the blood of Jesus, remembering that stUlt 
the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all 
sin. Praise, everlasting praise, to God our 
Father, Jesus our Saviour, and the Holy Spirit 
•T Comforter. Amen. 
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